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BIRTR. 
At Shanghai, on the 20th February, the 


wile of ALFRED A. Krauss, of a son 











Per str, Nagoya Mare, for Yokohams— 
Messrs, Julius Bryner, Paul Roulez, Marshall 
Bazing, and W. L, Clarke. 

ARRIVED. 

Per ste. Nagoya Maru, from Japan—Lieut. 
and Mrs. Franti ‘Miss B. Houston ‘Miss 
‘A. Cooley, Miss Schumnker, Messrs. J. Wil- 
son, H. J. Flint, H. Gribble, W. Cance, R. 
D. ‘Starkey, J.’ A’ Repnell, and Marshall 
Bazing. 

Pertr. Caldera, from London—Mr. Hill. 

Per str. Appin, from Foochow—Mr, A. 
Macgregor and Captain Lapham. 

Per str. Haeting, from Foochow—Messrs. 
‘Watson and 













Per str. Kicngyung, ¢ and 
Ports—Mr. Mesney aud family, Mr. Smith, 
and one other European. 








Per str. Lombardy, from Hongkong—Messrs, 
F. J. Marshall, G. Loveday, D. M. David, 
and E. Abraham. 

Per str. Yanyts:e, from Hongkong—Mr. 
Meyeubery. 

Per str. Tunsin, from Hankow—Mr 
loff, From Chiukiaug—Mr. Graesel. 

Per str. Ajax, from Amoy—Mr. Marie: 

Per ste. Ningpo, from Hongkong—3trs, 
Dillan. 

Per str. Honan, from Nanking—Rev. aud 
Mrs, Whiteing. 








Pow- 











Lew be 

Per ate, Indus, for Hongkong—Messes. J. 

Wilson, F, Major, E. H. Gore-Booth, and J. 
0. Buller. 
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RETROSVECT OF 181 

Foreign Relations, The Spanish Minister has 
suoceeded in negociating a treaty with 
China during the past year, the precise 
terms of which have not yet transpired, 
—Practical effect has also been given to 
that negociated some time ago by Dr. 
Elmore, for Peru, by the inauguration 
of a system of emigration to the latter 
country, under the auspices of Messrs, 
Olyphant & Co. 

"The demonstrations of hostility to 
missionaries, which assumed such serious 
proportions in 1876, have been much 
less frequent or important during the 
past year. In fact, an attack upon two 
Protestant missionaries in July last, at 
Wuchang, is the ouly serious offence of 
‘the kind we have had to chronicle. One 
evening in July, a missionary was walk- 
ing in the neighbourhood of the parade 
ground, where a number of students 
were practising archery. No sooner 
did the foreigner appear in sight than 
a band of these restless spirits made 
a sudden onset upon him by means 
of their favourite mode of attack, a 
shower of stones. Closely pursued, the 
gentleman thus assailed took refuge first 
in a garden, and then ina house, whose 
friendly doors were thrown open to bin, 
But the mob commenced pulling down 
the walls about the heads of the inmates, 
and the foreigner was compelled to leave 
the place. After a while he reached 
home seriously bruised and wounded, 
having two of his front teeth broken and 
attired in the dress of» friendly China- 
man, his own clothing having been torn 
to shreds. Meanwhile his colleague, 
hearing news of the attack, had left the 
Mission House to go to his friend’s 
assistance. Upon his coming into sight, 
the brave young defenders of their 
country commenced a second attack with 
renewed vigour. Expostulation was wse- 
less, and this gentleman was compelled 
to seek shelter in # police station near at 
hand. But the doors were almost im- 
mediately broken open by the mob, and 
the missionary was struck to the ground 
by a blow from a heavy beam, which 
resulted in fracture of the shoulder bone 
together with other serious injuri 
‘The matter was taken up by H.B.M. 
Consul and, after much pressure twenty- 
































nine men were arrested, of whom eight 
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were proved to have been participators in 
the riot. The question of their punish- 
ment was referred to Peking, and we 
have not heard what was the ultimate 
decision. It was, however, almost a 
sufficient punishment that the culprits 
should have to endure for months the 
horrors and indignities of a Chinese 
prison. - 

We referred last year to the piracy of 
the lorcha Mandarin, effected by her 
Chinese crew, as she was on her way from 
Chinkiang to Shanghai, in 1873. Various 
inconclusive attempts had been made to 
trace the vessel ; andall hopeof discovering 
her bad been well-nighabandoned,—when, 
in April last, a foreign pilot thought he 
detected the lorcha, in Chinese disguise, 
at the newly opened port of Wénchow. 
He reported his conviction to the Acting 
Consul, Mr. Warren, at whose request 
the Taotai seized the vessel till further 
enquiry could be instituted. Mr, Main 
(the brother of the late owner) was re- 
quested to come down and inspect the 
vessel ; and the result of his examination 
perfectly convinced him that she was 
the veritable Mandarin. Great pains 
had been taken to disguise her, but 
men who have been familiar with a ship 
are not easily deceived. A pilot and a 
Custom-house officer now stationed at 
‘Wenchow recognised some chequered 
work in the cabin floor and fittings. 
‘They knew it well, having been often on 
board with the late Captain; and Mr. 
Main himself identified the foreign work 
of the hull and the old canvas sail which, 
although much worn, was still the original 
one. The absence of any trustworthy 
papers, and the inability of the present 
owner to give any plausible account of 
how she came into his possession, afforded 
strovg corvoborative evidence of the 
identity of the vessel. It is little to the 
credit of the Chinese authorities that 
they should have allowed a vessel after 
which this hue and cry was raised, to 
trade for four years on'the very portion 
of the coast where her presence had 
een go often accused, and where they 
had been again and again requested to 
search her out. Eveu now this discovery 
has been made, however, the matter 
seems again stagnant. It was referred 
to Peking, and nothing of course has 
been since.heard of it! 





General. We mentioned in our last re- 
trospect, thnt the severe competition 
between the Shanghai Steam Navigation, 
the China Navigation, and the China 
Merchants’ Steamer Companies for the 
trade of the Yangtsze, had resulted in 
the sale of the former to the native 
Company. The purchase money for 
the ships, plant and property was 
‘Tis. 2,000,000, of which one-half was to 
be paid before the end of February, and 
the remainder by instalments extending 
over five years. A special meeting of 
shareholders was held on the 15th 
January, at which these arrangements 
were sanctioned ; aud on the Ist March 
a portion of the Kinleyuen wharf and 
eleven of the steamers were transferred 
to the Chinese flag, All the remainder, 
except the Honan, have since followed, 
as subsequent payments on account have 
been made; and this steamer and a 
portion of the real estate only are now 
retained by the S. S. N. shareholders as 
security for the remaining instalments. 


The Directors of the Chinese Com- 
pany celebrated their acquisition, in 
language which was justly criticised, as 
a stride towards the exclusion of foreign 
ships from the coasting and riverine 
trade. This was the avowed policy of its 
patron Li Hung-chang, at the outset of 
the project, and was affirmed in the 
Directors’ report of the transaction in 
language which ignored the existence, to 
say nothing of the power, of the China 
‘Navigation Company asarival. A year’s 
experience, however, induced a remark- 
ably altered tone. ‘The Directors admitted, 
in their last report, that the severe rivalry 
they had experienced had prevented the 
realisation of the expected profits, while 
their balance sheet showed that they had 
failed to attract new shareholders, that 
thoy were working with a very large 
proportion of borrowed capital, and 
that they had not yet been able to 
write off anything to depreciation of 
their fleet. At the close of the 
year, however, the suicidal competition 
which had been maintained was closed 
by an agreement between the two com- 
panies to revert to the rates which 
had previously been in force when the 
S. 8. N, and C. N. Co. practically shared 
the Yangtsze traffic. The year, therefore, 
opens with better prospects for both ; 
though the reappearance of the small 
steamers which used to annoy the great 
companies, in the old days of higher 
freights, is seriously threatened. 

We remarked last year, in connexion 
with the Yangtsze traffic, upon the 
tyrannical interference by the Harbour 
Master at Chinkiang with the China 
Navigation Company's hulk at that port, 
which was alleged on most imperfect 
testimony to be causing harm to the 
Bund by directing the current of the river 
against its face, and the removal of which 
was imperatively ordered, to the serious 
inconvenience of the Company’s traffic. 
The matter was eventually referred to 
Peking, aud the hulk has beeu allowed 
to resume its place ; we do not hear that 
the question of damages sustained by 
the Company, on account of the in- 
terference with their traffic, has been yet 
settled. 

The year has passed without any 
attempt to improve or even to conserve 
the channel of the Hwangpoo, the de- 
terioration of which is becoming a serious 
menace to the interests of the port. 
Valuable suggestions have been made by 
two Dutch engineers, Messrs Escher and 
de Ryke, by Major Bridgeman, rz., and 
by Mr. G. J. Morrison, c.z., for an im- 
provement of the river in its lower 
sections, by which it is thought that the 
deterioration of the upper channel would 
be checked ; but nothing isdone, though 
the paramount necessity for dredging, 
more especially at Pootung point and 
other places opposite the foreign Settle. 
ment, is patent to the most casual 
observer. 

We have commented elsewhere upon 
the destruction of the Woosung Railway 
which, under the circumstances, assumed 
the proportions ofa political act. It is 
satisfactory to learn, however, on appar- 





than to foreigners, as the traffic in that 
direction between Shanghai and the 
large villages along the road to Woosung 
is very considerable. The Viceroy Shén 
had however shown so much hostility to 
roads, even refusing to allow a small 
extension of the pleasure roads in the 
immediate neighbourhood of the Settle- 
ment, that it had been feared he would 
go the length of relegating the very soil 
of the railway back to purposes of 
agriculture, 

‘Towards the close of the year, news 
was received that Mr. French, who 
formerly held the appointment of Judge 
at Sierra Leone, had been nominated 
as successor to Sir Edmund Hornby, as 
Chief Judge of the Supreme Court of 
China and Japan. We have not yet, 
however, heard any date fixed for his 
departure to take up the post. Owing 
to Mr. Goodwin’s prolonged and serious 
illness, Mr, R. A. Mowat has been really 
doing the work of Chief Judge in the 
China Branch of the Court throughout 
the year; while the duties in Japan have 
been carried on by Mr. Wilkinson as 
acting Law Secretary. 

‘The project of  disestablishing the 
Supreme Court, and appointing a legal 
Consul-General at Shanghai, was seriously 
considered by the Foreign Office during 
the year; but wiser counsels prevailed ; 
and though the British Consulate at 
Shanghai is to be raised to the dignity 
of a Consulate-General, the idea of 
amalgamating the two services has been 
abandoned.—Another innovation which 
does seem to have been decided on, 
appears to us very mistaken. That is, 
the erection of all the minor treaty ports 
into full Consulates, but on a lower rate 
of pay than has previously existed. ‘The 
principle of making the officers in charge 
of small ports Consuls, instead of Vice- 
Consuls, may be a wise one, as the 
Chinese think much of nominal rank ; 
but the proposed reduction in the salaries 
attached to the higher appointments 
is assuredly an error; it tends to dis- 
courage the best men already in the 
service, and to deter others from entering. 

The Margary Memorial Fund has 
been raised to an adequate amount, and 
aplan for the intended monument has 
been approved; but no decision has 
been yet come to as where it shall be 
erected. A proposal to place it in the 
Public Garden has been rejected, on the 
rather strained plea that the land was 
surrendered by the Taotai on the express 
understanding that it should not be 
built on. By far the best alternative 
site appears to us to be the Cathedral 
Compound. 








Summary of Baws. 





‘The English mail of the 4th January 
arrived Monday, by the P. & O. str. 
Lombardy. 

‘A mail leaves to-morrow for Europe, by 
the P. & O. str. Indus. 


REUTER’S TELEGRAMS. 





ently good authority, that the line will 
be left open as a road, though not as a 
railway. What measures, if any, will 
be taken for its repair, we have yet to 
Tearn, Ths value of the line is far 
greater in either capacity to Chinese 





(Supplied to the “N.-C. Daily News.”) 
London, 12th February. 

The President of the Turkish Council of 

State announces that if the British fleet 

enters the Dardanelles, Turkey would pro- 

test and hold England responsible for the 
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consequences. ‘The English Ministers have 
stated in Parliament, in reply to questions, 
that notwithstanding the difficulty regarding 
the entry of the Dardanelles, the intention 
tosend the fleet to Constantinople remained 
unchanged, 

Prince Gortchakof telegraphs that as the 
British ironclad squadron goes to Constan- 
tinople, the Russian Government sends 
troops there. 

Lord Derby in replying to a question in 
the House of Lords, said that the Govern- 


+ ment hoped to announce on Thursday that 


the British squadron had reached Constan- 
tinople. 

‘Active military and naval preparations 
ara being made in England, 

‘The Channel squadron has been directed 
to call for orders at Gibraltar. 

Soveral Austrian ironclads are leaving 
for the Levant, 





14th February. 

‘Tho relations between Russia and Austria 
are critical, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer in reply 
toa question in the House of Commons, 
said that notwithstanding the refusal of the 
Porte to grant permission for the squadron 
to enter the Dardanelles, the passago was 
unopposed, and the ships are now in the 
Sea of Marmora. 

‘A despatch from Prince Gortchakoff states 
that, the Russian occupation of Constanti- 
nople is a pacific measure, Lord Derby 
roplied protesting against the occupation. 

17th February. 

Lord Derby, in communicating to. the 
Russian Ambassador in London the sailing 
of the British Squadron for Constantinople, 
expressed the hope that no troops were 
moving towards Gallipoli, whereby the 
communications of the Squadron would be 
threatened. In such a case, Lord Derby 
declined responsibility for the consequences, 
‘which would be most serious. 

18th Feb. 

A European Conference will be held at 
Baden-Baden. 

‘The British Ironclad Squadron, which 
had proceeded to Constantinople, hias been 
withdrawn, 

Constantinople, 18th Feb. 

The Russians havo occupied a redoubt 
within the lines of Constantinople. 

New York, 18th Feb. 

The Senato of the United States has 
adopted the Bill making Silver Dollars a 
legal tender, and fixing the maximum 
coinage at Four Millions monthly. 


Tho meeting of Shareholders in the 
Hongkong and Shanghai Bank was held on 
the Mth instant, when the report and 
accounts were passed. As already stated, 
the not profit for the half-year is $539,012. 
A dividend is advised of £1 per share, which 
will absorb $177,777. The Reserve Fund 
is to be raised to amillion by the addition of 
$350,000, and $11,234 to be carried forward. 





| Nothing of interest transpired at the 


meeting, except an announcement that the 
Bank’s interest inthe Sugar Refinery at 
East Point has been disposed of to a new 
Company for the amount at which it 
stood in the books. ‘The appointments of 
‘Mr. Lind as Director, in the stead of Mr. 
‘Melver, and of Mr. Dalrymple in the place 
of Mr. Tobin, were confirmed. Mr. Sassoon 
is to be the new Chairman, and Mr. Forbes 
Deputy Chairman. Messrs. Ryrie and Gibb 
were re-elected Auditors. 
‘The annual meeting of Shareholders in 
{| the China Fire Insurance Company was held 
on the 15th. The report and accounts as 
printed on another page, were passed. 
Messrs. Forbes, Dalrymple, and Lind 





were appointed Directors. The pro- 
ceedings were of a purely formal character. 

The report of the Hongkong Fire In- 
surance Company to the close of 1877 
shows, as usual, a very satisfactory result. 
The accounts show a net profi for the 
year 1876 of $227,000; of which 20 per 
cent. goes as 2 bonus to contributing 
shareholders, 50 per cent. as a dividend to 
shareholders generally, and 30 per cent. to 
the Reserve Fund, which now stands at 
$682,302. A balance of $260,157 stands at 
credit of the working account for 1877. 

A meeting of the Committee of the 
Shanghai Polytechnic was held on the 12th 
February, to elect a Chairman in the stead 
of Mr. Glover, who is about to leave for 
Burope, It was resolved to ask Mr. 
Drummond to assume the oftice.—Mr. 
Serrays, and Mr. Glover's successor in 
office as Commissioner of Customs, are to 
be invited to join the Committee.—A 
rather curious offer seems to have been made 
from England, to form a Company with a 
capital of £20,000, to erect an exhibition 
building and stock it with exhibits, if the 
Chinese Government would guarantee 7 
per cent, interost. Li Hung-chang has 
replied that the Polytechnic is not a Go- 
vernment affair, and the Government could 
not be expected to do anything of the kind. 

‘At a meeting of the Municipal Council 
held Monday, Mr. R. F. Thorburn was 
appointed to the vacant Secretaryship. 

‘The Municipal minutes which we publish 
elsewhere, contain no new information 
excopt that there is a prospect of widening 
a section of the Foochow Road by the pur- 
chase of a strip of lot 1,052—The annual 
meeting of Ratepayers is to be held on 
tho 12th March,—We print elsowhere a 
draft of cortain proposed Building Regula- 
tions which will be submitted to the Rato- 
payers for approval, at a special meeting to 
be held immediately after the business of 
the annual meeting is concluded. Outlined 
originally, we believe, by the Survoyor, 
theso Regulations have been revised by a 
special Committee, and are now published 
in order that Land-owners and Ratepayers 
generally may have an opportunity of dis- 
cussing them, and of suggesting alterations 
or amendments before the time for their 
final consideration arrives. 

We are glad to see that the Chinese 
have completed their share of the proposed 
improvements to the Sikaway road, by 
cleaning out the city moat. A respectable 
watercourse with tolerably even banks has 
thus taken the place of the neglected ditch 
which had become an eyesore to all passers- 
by less impervious than the Chinese are to 
objectionable sights and smells. There is 
still a good deal to be done in the way of 
distributing and levelling the mud taken 
out, which now in many places cumbers 
the sides of the road between the Ningpo 
joss-house and the West Gate village ; but 
the excavation is finished.—The work of 
repairing the road itself, however, is not 
progressing with the like rapidity. Some- 
thing has been done ; some shape has been 
restored to the road by digging a trench at 
the side, and raising the centre with the 
excavated earth ; broken brick, too, has 
been strewed on the section near St. 
Catherine's bridge, and a few hundred 














yards thus made passable ; but the greater 
portion of the distance between the Bridge 
and the West Gate is nearly impassable, 
‘The improvement in shape has prevented 
the accumulation of water which we had to 
complain of a few weeks ago, but the im- 
position of new mud has simply provided 
more adhesive material, which is if possible 
more difficult to walk or wheel through 
than the previous slush. It is bad enough 
to see wheelbarrow and ‘ricksha coolies 
struggling through the slough, but really 
painful to sce ponies trying to drag 
hired carriages containing loads often far 
too heavy for a good road. Pedestrians 
are better off, for they can resort to the 
fields ; and when we say the ploughed land 
is better for walking on than the road, we 
have said enough. Really the Council 
should hasten the work. 

Monday, in the Supreme Court, before 
R.A. Mowat, Esq., Acting Judge, and a 
jury, a case, “Ching-foong v. Lane, Craw- 
ford & Co.,” came on for hearing. It was 
acclaim to recover Tis. 26,995, the value of 
10,798 cases of kerosine oil, which plaintiff 
alleged had been contracted for by the 
defendants,—The contract to purchase the 
oilwasnotdenied, butthedefendants refused 
to take delivery because, as they asserted, 
the plaintiff was not able to perform his 
part of the contract to deliver to them 
12,000 cases, which number they had con- 
tracted to buy of him. The plaintiff did 
offer to the defendants certain cases and 
tins containing oil ; but theso, it was fur- 
ther asserted, were wholly unsaleable and 
unmerehantable, owing to their having, as 
the defendants were informed and believe, 
been shipped in bad order and condition at 
Hongkong.—The hearing lasted through- 
out Monday and Tuesday, and stands 
adjourned till Friday. A report of the caso 
for the plaintiff will be found elsewhere. 

We print, on another page, a report 
of the evidence taken at a private enquiry 
into the loss of the C.M. str. Howsang. 
It will be seen that Captain Lamont is 
entirely acquitted of blame, 

On Saturday, at the request of the 
C.MLS.N Co., an investigation of the cir- 
cumstances attending the loss of the steamer 
Kiangchang was held at the Custom House. 
Reporters were not admitted. The Court 
was composedas follows :—Mr. G. B. Glover, 
Commissioner of Customs ; Captain Bisbee, 
Harbour Master; Captain Perkins, U.S. 
gunvessel Ashnelot ; and Captain Simmons, 
steamer Kiang-foo. 

‘The subscriptions to the Famine Relief 
Fund now amount to ‘Tis. 10,700. 

We have to acknowledge another of the 
many publications which are now periodi- 
cally issued from the Customs Press, viz., a 
«List of the Chinese Light Houses, Buoys, 
and Beacéns, for 1878." 

We have to acknowledge the January 
number of the Far Eust, which contains 
tivo excellent views, with others of inferior 
interest; we allude to the photographs of 
Kulangsoo and of a portion of the Great 
Wall. The portrait of Mr. Ng Choy, as 
that of the first Chinese gentleman admit- 
ted to the English bar, was perhaps worth 
giving; but that of the idol on the Amoy 
Race course is too much like other idols to 
have interest for residents in China, Two 
Formosan scenes complete the series.— 
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‘The letter-press opens with a narrative by 
the Rev. J. Ross, of the first conquest of 
Formosa,—Nos. 8 and 9 of a series of 
Japanese fables and legends constitute a 
pleasant variety from the foregoing—A 
paper follows on the Pleasure Gardens of 
Soochow.--Mr. Gideon Nye commences a 
sketch of the history of American Com- 
merce with China; and a few paragraphs 
descriptive of the pictures close the 
volume, 

‘Telegrams received in the early part of the 
weok were of a very warlike tendency, but 
later news is more peaceful. The English 
squadron has withdrawn from Constan- 
tinople, and the Russians have withdrawn 
irom the menacing position they held 
within its lines; and the announcement 
that a General Conference will be held at 
Tadon-Baden may probably be taken to 
imply that Russia has given in her adhesion 
to the proposal, and that an understand- 
ing has been come to for the maintenance 
of the status quo in the interval. 

‘A. correspondent remarks how well the 
few endogenous trees planted along the 
Bund have withstood the rigor of the 
climate. His attention was first forcibly 
struck with the subject when, one bitter 
morning lately, trudging along in the snow, 
he found them completely enveloped in 
flakes, forming very pretty objects indeed. 
Palm trees and snow! And he goes on to 
suggest that, if Palms will live through a 
Shanghai winter, they would live inEngland, 
That the specimens planted on the Bund 
or round a few of our suburban villas are 
80 graceful as the lofty cocoanut trees of 
Ceylon, or the sago palm of Borneo, he does 

intain ; but « selection of the hardiest 
pals. or palmettoes is well worthy of the 
attention of tose interested in the accli- 
matisation of plants ; for nothing 
more to the beauty of our English parks 
than the introduction of these endogens, of 
which our climate at home is presumed to 
deprive us, ‘The bamboo, too, usually sup- 
posed to thrive in tropical or subtropical 
regions only, would, after our experience 
of it during the last three months, surely 
withstand the certainly not more rigorous 
winter of the south coast of England, and 
what the Chinese find so useful we might 
there find at least ornamental, 

A correspondent suggests that “ Sir 
‘Thomas Wade's re-appointment — is 
evidently the result of his campaign at 
Liverpool, resulting in the memorial from 
its Chamber of Commerce in favour of 
the Convention; and shows that his 
Aiplomatic powers are more persuasive in 
dealing with Englishmen than with the 
“Heathen Chinee.” 

‘The Peking Gazette of the 10th January 
contains a decree condemning the misdeeds 
of certain officials in Shensi, who have 
failed in the due discharge of their duty 
in the distribution of famine relief, and 
ordering their immediate trial. 

















from a Censor, urging again the necessity 
for making provision on a large scale for 
the necessities of the province of Shansi. 
He affirms that the contributions raised 
amount tu no more than half a million or 
80 of taels, which is not evough to give 
more than from one to two hundred cash a 





head among the sufferers. The sale of the 
peacock’s feather decoration is suggested, 
as a resource. 

‘The Peking Gazette of the 14th January 
contains x curious edict in regard to the 
prayers which are being so frequently of- 
fered for rain. These having been hitherto 
ineffectual, a special service is to be held 
on the 16th instant by a party of Taoist 
priests! 

‘The Gazette of the 16th contains a further 
report from the Special Famine Commis- 
sioner to Shansi, painting in darker and 
still darker colours the condition of that 
unhappy province, ‘The soil baked to the 
consistency of the brick, no crops, produce 
exhausted, and the population entirely de- 
pendent on imported grain, flour selling at 
four times the ordinary price, are among 
the incidents narrated. ‘Tho worst distress 
was at Feng-tai and Yang-cheng, where were 
gathered respectively 250,000 and 180,000 
applicants for relief. Reference is next 
made to a district where the population is 
prineipally engaged in iron industry, and 
where, the furnaces being all suspended on 
account of the prevailing poverty, the work- 
ing classes find it all the harder to obtain 
means of subsistence, ‘The stores in the 
public granaries are as nothing in face of 
such demands. On the whole, the memori- 
alist thinks the officials are doing their 
work honestly ; a salutary warning having 
been given by the Governor's impeachment 
of a score or so who were detected in mal- 
practices. In conclusion, the memorialist 
‘Awwells once more upon the painful scenes 
ho has witnessed at every stago of his 
journey, in the course of which his chair has 
continually been surrounded by crowds of 
the famine-stricken population imploring 
relief, to whom he has administered comfort 
in soothing words, assuring them of the 
Imperial sympathy. ‘The roads are lined 
with corpses, in such numbers as to distance 
all efforts for their interment ; whilst women 
and children, starving and in rags, know 
not where to look for the means of keeping 
body and soul together. ‘The distinctions 
drawn a short time ago, in respect of the 
degree of impoverishment in individual 
cases, has now disappeared. All are equally 
reduced to utter destitution. ‘The memori- 
alist, his heart wrung with despairing pity, 
cannot but ask why has a calamity so avwful 
as this been visited upon the people?” 

‘Our readers may remember the indignant 
memorial in which ‘Ting Jih-chang thought 
it necessary, Inst year, tu report to the 
Throne that money had been sent him 
under circumstances which left no doubt it 
was intended as a bribe.—An investigation 
was ordered; and now at last, in the 
Gazette of the 19th January, we have the 
result, expressed in just such a char- 
acteristic form as the sentence to which we 
called attention a few days ago, where a 
man caught his trousers in an officer's boot, 
causing the latter to involuntarily kick 
him, so that he died.—The actual facts 
shown against the accused in the present 
instanee bear just about the same ridi- 
culous proportion to the punishment 
decreed. One Tsiang, at that time staying 
in Shanghai, being anxious to contribute 




















to the relief of the distress in Fohkien, 
raised Tis. 1,000 and handed a draft for 





that amount to a friend named Kin, 
who was leaving for Foochow—to be 
handed over on arrival, Kin thought the 
best thing to do was to send it direct to the 
Governor. The facts are admitted, and all 
that is now charged is that Kin “acted in 
a culpably heedless manner.” Yet he is 
dismissed from his rank, and Tsiang is 
handed up to the Board for the adjudica- 
tion of a penalty—Of course, the in- 
ference is that, in the cases both of kicking 
and bribing, the officials were really guilty 
of the offences charged ; but that, for some 
occult reason, the Government prefers to 
conceal the crime while awarding the full 
penalty. 

‘A Soocuow correspondent writes, on the 
18th inst.:—The foreign Settlement of 
Shanghai is not the only place in the East 
where science is appreciated. This after- 
noon I saw two boys with an instrament 
which they said could “ talk in the inside.” 
Asked if they ever had one before, they 
said, “They could be bought at the City 
‘Temple ; first year they were ever sold.” 
‘The instrument consisted of a couple of 
joints of bamboo (bamboo cup), connected 
by a string and covered with red paper. 
The Chinese are said to be a slow 
people, but they quickly utilize any- 
thing by which a few cash can be made, 
—Do you notice Russia is beginning to 
talk about Chinese atrocities in the N.W., 
preparatory, I imagine, to intervention and 
the annexation of a few provinces in that 
direction? We want an agent with Tso 
‘Psung-tang, and a good military attaché 
there might render real service ; but the 
billet is not a very desirable one, so I 
suppose there is little chance of such an 
appointment. 

‘A private letter from Foocnow mentions 
that the proposed site for the new Race 
Course is on the Nantai side of the Min, 
and within 15 m. walk of the Racket Court. 
‘The estimated cost of the land, including 
raising and draining, is about $15,000, and 
the amount already subscribed is $16,250, 
and many have not yet seen the list that 
is going round.—During the 17 years’ 
experience of the writer, they have never 
before had such a surfeit of cold and rain. 

An Axor correspondent writes, on the 
15th:—The A.D.C. gave their first per- 
formance two nights ago, “My Uncle’ 
Will” and “A Thumping Legacy "—both 
well done, as here we have the advantage 
of ladies’ assistance, and our corps has been 
strengthened by the arrival of Mr. Barnaby 
Belmore, well known on the boards at 
Ningpo, Hankow, Foochow, &e.—Weather 
still cold and uncomfortable, but the trees 
are beginning to bud, and I suppose we 
shall soon have summer. 

‘The last. Honcxone papers mention 
that Mr. Stewart, head master of the 
Government Central School, left by the 
English mail for a well-earned holiday. 
‘The Daily Press justly says Mr. Stewart 
has always been a popular official, and 
the progress education has made in the 
colony is largely due to his exertions. —- 
The P. & O. SS. Bombay has changed 
hands. The amount of the purchase money 
is $36,000.—Salvage operations are about 
to be resumed at the wreck of the 8. S. 
dapan. 
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CANALS AND RAILIAYS. 
‘Tar foreign residents in China have 
no language strong enough to describe 
the depth of their contempt for a nation 
which hesitates to lay down Railways. 
‘We confess that we are second to none 
in our detestation of the obstinate con- 
servatism of the Mandarinate, and we 
have never hesitated for a moment to 
express our regret that a nation, so 
powerful and full of resources, should 
be so stupidly blind to their own in- 
torests as to resist the introduction of 
the one great invention which, in the 
opinion of many, is the synonym aud 
the summary of 19th century progress. 
But,unhappily, the obstractives in China 
are porpetually receiving encourage- 
ment and support from the theorists 
and doctrinaires in England; and of 
this we shall soon, in all probability, see 
a very striking instance. Sir Arthur 
Cotton and Mr. Bright have combined 
to discover that grievous mistakes have 
Intely been made by tho English Gov- 
ernment of India. It seems, according 
to Sir Arthur Cotton, that a sum of 
not less than £160,000,000 has been 
spent on tho Indian railway system, 
and that in his judgment much of this 
money has been foolishly squandered. 
We have 7,000 miles of railways worked 
‘at an annual loss of some £3,000,000 
of money. This is by no means a 
cheering fact; and placed in bold and 
immediate contrast with it is the 
picture of irrigation works on which 
@ few hundreds of thousands have been 
Jaid out, and which bring in their 15, 
their 21, or their 86 por cont. of net 
profit, Sir Arthur Cotton points to the 
two pictures, and draws conclusions 
which are obvious. 

We have little or no doubt that 
the Chinese Ambassador in England 
will be made acquainted with the 
conclusions of the veteran Indian 
without delay, and that when railways 
are next brought forward for discussion 
at Poking, the Mandarins of the Tsung- 
Ii Yamén will be prepared to point to 
the great advantages claimed for the 
canal system by one of our own public 
servants, and extol the wisdom of their 
ancestors which devised modes of transit 
that oxporience has proved to be far 
more economical and efficient than the 
noisy, pretentious, and dangerous rail- 
way engines, which disturb feng-sbui, 
ride over ancestral graves, and frighten 
the denizens of the upper and lower 
world alike. Thus very considerable 

\ evil will be done, and the amelioration 
of the masses in China will be delayed 
by the very men whose special mission 
it is to preach progress and the doctrine 
of the greatest happiness to the great- 
est number everywhere and always. 
The Chinese Mandarins will see the 
opinion of a prominent British states- 
map, and they will hurl it at the heads 
of the men who advocate a railway 
system. This will be enough for them, 
Of course, the most ordinary English 

















reader knows that Sir Arthur Cotton, 
through a man of ability who has done 
excellent service as a soldier and a 
civilian, has made irrigation his hobby, 
and is prone to ride it to the death ; 
and that Mr. Bright makes a case in 
favour of canals against railways, by a 
method of reasoning to which a man 
with strong case would not resort. 
As a writer in the Times points out, 
« when he compares railways and irriga- 
tion works, he proceeds by a method 
which he would denounce readily 
enough if any other person were to 
venture to employ it for a conclusion 
he himself disliked. He takes the 
expenditure on railways, so to say, in 
the Jump. In the case of irrigation 
works, he makes convenient selection, 
and keeps out of sight the figures which 
are not favourable.” Of course, be never 
dreams that he is doing anything wrong. 
It is simply the ordinary method of an 
orator with a weak case, to throw-light 
on strong points and leave the weak 
ones in convenient shadow ; but it works 
much mischief at Inst, and, as on so 
many occasions, coloured statements 
mado to serve n particular end may work 
mischief in regions the speaker never 
dreams of. 





ANCIENT ASTRONOMY. 


Taere are many curious things to be 
learned from an intelligent study and 
comparison of the ancient astronomy of 
the principal nations of the world, bat 
the strango theories to which tho 
beginnings of the study have led, have 
thrown temporary discredit on the 
method. There is little doubt in the 
minds of the astronomers, for instance, 
that the Pyramids of Egypt were in- 
tended to subserve somo astronomical 
purpose, but what was this purpose? 
If we are to believe Professor Piazzi 
Smyth, the great Pyramid was inspired 
as a record of the state and condition 
of the earth and the solar system at 
the time of its erection. Its unit of 
length was a sacred cubit, exactly one 
twenty-millionth part of the earth’s 
polar axis, and each side contained just 
80 many of these cubits and parts of 
cubits as there are days and parts of 
days in the solar year. Its height 
bore to tho perimeter of the base 
exactly the same ratio as the radius 
of a circle bears to its circumference. 
Again, the pole of the earth describes 
@ circle in the heavens in some 25,000 
years, and the exact period of this, not 
yet definitely settled by astronomers, 
is to be found in the great pyramid. 
Tho distance of the sun, more accurate 
than modern astronomers can determine 
it, is likewise to be found in the pyra- 
mid; and many other things too 
abstruse or too tedious to mention now. 
Now leaving these things to one side 
as too transcendental for our present 
knowledge, there really seems little 
doubt that, so far as they could, the 
builders of the great pyramid really 
did have regard to astronomical phe- 
nomena in its erection. It is curious 





to observe how nearly the structure has 
been placed to the paralle} of 30° north 
latitude, though here there is room for 
the belief that a convenient site, rather 
then any particular object, decided the 
builders. Mr. R. A. Proctor, in his 
recently published “Myths and Marvels 
of Astronomy,” is, however, prepared 
to go this length with the school of 
Professor Smyth, and even to acknow- 
edge that the sacred cubit may have 
taken its origin from an early attempt 
at measuring a degree of the meridian, 
not in Egypt but in Mesopotamia, 

this be the case, the circumstances of 
the length of the sides and the height 
may really have proceeded from the 
reasons assigned by the Pyramidists. 
On one point there seems, however, to 
be a general accord; and that is with 
respect to the direction of the tunnel 
beneath the pyramid and opening on its 
northern face. It seems clear that this 
tunnel was formed as a guide towards 
the subsequent erection of theedifice,and 
that it was intended to point due north. 
This work seems to have been per- 
formed with considerable exactitude, 
though it is certainly curious to observe 
that the moderns who have essayed to 
test its correctness differ considerably 
amongst themselves. Nouet, in 1779, 
found the orientation of the pyramid 
to diffor from the true cardinal point 
no less than 20 minutes of arc; while 
Piazzi Smyth more recently makes it 
only 44 minutes out, Again, its slope 
is peculiar. It does not point to the 
true pole, but to a spot in the heavens 
3°22’ below it. The usually received 
interpretation of this fact is curious. 
‘At the supposed time of the building ‘ 
of the pyramid, the pole star was a 
more conspicuous one than the present 
somewhat insignificant denizon of the 
sky. Alpha Draconis was then a much 
brighter star than it is at present, 
and it was situated just this distance 
from the north pole about the year 
2160B.C. If then, the taunel pointed 
due north and just this distance below 
the true pole, this star would be 
seen oxactly in its line when at 
its lower meridian passage. We all 
know of the curious respect which 
seems in ancient times to have been 
paid to the small constellation of 
the Pleiades. In the book of Job wo 
read of the “sweet influences of tho 
Pleiades,” and in classical literature 
allusions to them frequently occur. 
Strangely enough, they were generally 
mal & propos, but the poets did nob 
know the reason till Hipparchus di 
covered the precession of the equinox 
Now some 2170 years B.C. the Plei- 
ades crossed the meridian with the 
sun at the vernal equinox, an honour 
now reserved for the constellation of 
Pegasus. Moreover, from the same 
cause, the apparent position of all of the 
constellations with regard to the hori- 
zon has changed considerably. There 
is a large space near the south pole, 
into which modern astronomers have 
introduced euch strango sounding con- 
stellations as the Telescope and the 
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Air-pump; and this space is not centrally 
situated with regard to the present 
pole of the heavens, but is lobsided 
‘or rather eccentric. Now at the same 
epoch this space would have represented 
that portion of the southern heavens 
which was invisible to the dwellers on 
about the 32° degree of north latitude. 
Other curious things would have been 
noticed at the same period. The ship 
Argo when she came to the meridian, 
would have been floated as became her 
ona level keel, and would have been 
followed on the horizon by the Centaur 
and the Altar. In fact, as Proctor has 
it, the story of Noab and the Ark 
would have been reproduced in the 
heavens exactly in the latitude of 
Mesopotamia, Now curiously enough, 
there are traces about the timo of the 
building of the pyramids, of Mesopo- 
tamian influence in Egypt, and hence 
he considers it as most probable that 
astronomy first became a science about 
the year 2170 B.C., and that at that 
period the constellations were defined 
and received tho names which still, in 
more or less mutilated condition, 
survive, Further east there seem traces 
of the same state of affairs. Very 
curiously the Chinese name for the 
Hyades is Pih tho Finisher, as if it 
were at oue time the winder up of the 
year ; and the Hindoo name of Rohini, 
who became the mother of Krishna, 
is equally suggestive. It has long 
been acknowledged that there ex- 
isted some common origin for the 
divisions of the heavens practiced 
by the Chinese, Hindoos, and Arabians ; 
but we are as yet very much in the 
dark as to the Chinese scheme of the 
constellations. Beyond the lunar man- 
sions little seems to have been investi- 
gated. It would certainly bo interest- 
ing were a set of comparative celestial 
maps to be prepared, showing the con- 
stellations as defined by the early and 
modern Chinese ; the Hindoos of Vedic 
aud Purauie epochs ; the constellations 
as represented by the ancient Greeks, 
by the Babylonians and Egyptians ; and 
finally the scheme of the celestial 
sphere, as modified by modern astrono- 
mers. Thore seems to be scattered 
about a sufficient amount of informa- 
tion to accomplish the task, but unfor- 
tunately no one as lyat has essayed the 
task of putting it together. In such 
‘an atlas it would of course be essential 
that the trae poles and equator for 
the time being should be shown in each 
case, as much of the meaning of the 
old astronomical myths is lost through 
the want of placing before the eye the 
true aspect of the heavens at the time 
when they originated. 





ENGLAND AND RUSSIA. 


‘Tare has been so much appearance of 
hesitancy about the policy of the 
English Government, that people bad 
begun to doubt whether the point 
existed at which they would take a 
firm stand, This point, however, does 
seom to be at length reached, and the 





line to be drawn on the shores of the Dar- 
danelles; there is a ring of decision in 
the tone of the telegrams we publish 
elsewhere, which shows that Lord Derby 
spoke truth when he lately told Prince 
Gortschakoff the presence of Russian 
troops before Constantinople would be 
the inevitable signal for English inter- 
ference. The entry of the British fleet 
into the Dardanelles, in defiance of the 
protest of Turkey, was itself an act of 
war, though perhaps scarcely likely 
to be actively resented. The protest 
may have been dictated by more than 
one motive. It was almost s uecessary 
formality, in the first place, to assert 
the right to exclude war-vessels from 
the Straits; but the Porte may also 
very naturally and really object to the 
entry of any armed vessels unless they 
come as avowed allies; and though 
such an alliance would follow in the 
natural course, if hostilities ensue be- 
tween England and Russia, that mo- 
ment has not yet arrived—thongh the 
prospect alone would have been sufii- 
cient to prevent Turkey from resenting 
the intrusion. However this may 
be, the protest was disregarded, and 
the English ironclads anchored in the 
Golden Horn. 

But if no resistance was likely to be 
offered by Turkey, the case is much 
more serious as between England and 
Russia. It is quite possible, as stated 
by Sir Stafford Northcote, that troubles 
may arise at Constantinople, and the 
presence of men-of-war in such a caso, 
for the protection of “British subjects,” 
would be desirable; but the phrase 
may, without any great stretch of 
imagination, be further taken as a 
euphemism for those “British interests” 
which have been so often talked of. 
Prince Gortshakoff indeed seemed to 
frankly accept the movement in this 
light, as he affirmed the intention of 
the Russian Government to send troops 
to Constantinople, in consequence of 
the movement of the English fleet. 
This seems to be rather reversing the 
order of procedure—if it be true, as we 
were told in a previous telegram, that 
the Turkish troops had already aban- 
doned their lines, which had been occn- 
pied by the Russians under the terms 
of the armistice. But whether the 
Russians or English were the first to 
advance, and which movement was 
cause or effect, was of little moment in 
face of the fact that the two Powers 
‘at length stood face to face under 
cirenmstances which might at any mo- 
ment eventuste in hostile collision. 
And the position justified the appre- 
hensions of the war expressed in recent 
private telegrams. Though slow to 
move, England was not likely to draw 
back if once she had made up her 
mind to act in a given contingency ; 
nor would it be easy for the Czar to hold 
back an army flashed with victory, at 
the moment of its supreme triamph. The 
unwisdom of encountering a fresh and 
more powerful enemy, at the close of 
a campaign which bas already strained 
his resources, may bo evident to himself 











and his councillors; but auch calm 
considerations cannot always govern 
actions at moments when national 
passions are inflamed and national 
pride and prestige are involved. We 
have not, as yet, any distinct in. 
formation as to tho point at which 
England would bring the forces which 
she is preparing into play ; whether the 
freedom of the Dardanelles, or the 
Russian entry into Constantinople— 
one or both—would be actively resisted. 
And it is always possible, so long as no 
overt expressions of determination to 
do or to resist have been exchanged, 
that means of conciliation may be 
found. It may seom like a paradox to 
say that the very imminenco of the 
danger is perhaps the most hope. 
ful feature in the prospect. Yet it is 
in tho danger that war between 
England and Russia would expand into 
a European war, that we find the beat 
hope that peace will bo preserved. 
Such. war would be so frightful a 
calamity, and would involve con- 
tingencies so momentous, that we may 
be sure European statesmen will do 
their utmost to avert it ; and we have 
every hope therefore that a peaceful 
solution will be reached at the forth. 
coming conference. 





PIDGIN ENGLISH. 


We have never cared very much for 
jokes in which the point is made by 
bad spelling, We have always con- 
sidered a piece of fan which depends 
on an unusual or eccentric dialect as 
feeble. There are, of course, excep- 
tions to the rule; the most noteworthy 
boing the letters of Tabitha Bramble 
in “Humphrey Clinker” and Florac’s 
English in the “Newcomes.” The same 
objection which applies to unueual 
spelling applies iu a cortain degree to 
jests of which “Pidgin English” is 
the vehicle, It is one of the good signs 
of Shanghai that this detestable lingo 
is not so prominent as it once was, and 
that a large number of Chinamen now 
iscourse in very respectable English. 
jgin English jokes belonged to an 
easy-going happy-go-lucky period, and, 
like the expletives referred to by 
Bob Acres, have had their day.— 
At the same time, the student of 
manners would omit @ very curious 
feature in the intercourse between 
English speaking countries and China, 
if he forebore to refer at all to the odd 
lingua franea which was for 80 long the 
sole medium of communication between 
the barbarian and the Chinese; and 
therefore Mr. A. A. Hayes has done 
well to give a fow reminiscences of the 
grotesque jargon which furnished so 
many anecdotes to the Shanghai dinner- 
table. The January number of Scrib- 
ner’s Monthly, one of the most carefully 
edited and exquisitely illustrated mag. 
azines published in the States, contains 
a paper on Pidgin English which really 
exhausts the subject. Mr. Hayes was 
well qualified to write on this theme, and 
no better collection of “pidgin” stories 
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axists than that which he has brought 
together in a few lively pages. We 
could have dispensed, perbaps, with 
reference to the well known versions of 
« Norval ” and “ Excelsior,” which bave 
been brought to our notice quite often 
enough; but certainly one or two 
anecdotes are well worth preserving. 
Take the following :— 

«Tt sometimes happens that residents, 
impressed with a sense of duty, try to 
convey some iden to their dependents 
of the great truths of Christianity, and 
here one must confess that this dialect 
breaks down. A good lady told her 
groom about the creation. “How can 
make that world?” said he, “What 
thing hab got for makee he? How 
can begin?” “Nothing,” said the 
good lady. To which replied the boy 
laconically and conclusively, “No can!” 
The philosophical question of the 
eternity or non-oternity of matter was 
cortainly never more concisely disposed 
of, 









also rather a characteri 
trail A Cantonese was asked if he 
had heard that six hundred of his 
countrymen had fallen in a battle with 
the English ; and with an utter absence 
of patriotism that was refreshing, he 
said, “Hi yah! what for he wantchee 
catcheo killum? He b'long number 
‘one foolo!” 

This is by no means a bad illustra 
tion of the lack of interest, we may 
say tho positive indifference, shown by 
the mercantile classes in China to the 
most important political events, and 
of the line of demarcation they draw 
between the functions of the soldior 
and their own calling, amounting 
indeed to an absolute contempt for 
soldiers and soldiering, As long as 
the tide of Taiping rebellion stopped 
short of their own hongs, they cared as 
little about it asa London merchant 
cares for a war the Maories.— 
Some other good anecdotes, more 
or less familiar, are recalled by Mr. 
Hayes; and the paper will repay the 
reader for the half-hour taken in its 
perusal. The absurdities are amusing, 
and throw light not only on the char. 
acter of the intercourse between native 
and foreigner, but upon the peculiar 
social conditions of the old Canton and 
Shanghai days. These conditions will 
never be revived; they are altering 
every day; and though a transition 
stato is always unpleasant, and though 
there is something to regret in the 
past, we must assure ourselves that the 
ancient state of things could not by 
any possibility have been a permanent 
one. It depended on mutual ignorance ; 
and as every day revenls to the China- 
man the strength and weakness of the 
foreigner, and to the foreigner the 
extent and the limits of the China. 
man’s capacity, a readjustment of re- 
lations is inevitable. 











REVIEW. 


‘The Desk Hong List for 1878 
N.C, Herald” Office. 


The Desk Hong List for 1878 presents 
no very remarkable features of variety from 
its predecessors, though the publishers 
have succeeded in devising two or three 
additions which will be found generally 
useful. First among these is a List of the 
High Provincial Authorities of the Chinese 
Empire, corrected to the Ist December 
Jast. It comprises the Governors-General, 
Governors, Tartar Generals, Treasurers and 
Judges of the eighteen provinces of China 
proper; and the Governors, Tartar Generals, 
Residents and Military Governors of the 
several provinces of Tartary and other 
aependencies.—A set of Exchange Tables, 
for the conversion of taels into dollars and 
vice versd, will also be found very handy by 
many persons who do not necessarily keep 
special volumes for the purpose at their 
right hand. The range, “thich is from 70 to 
75.9, might well have been extended a few 
decimals, and means will no doubt be found 
to do this, another year.—Lists of the 
residents at the new ports of Ichang, Wuhu, 
and Wénchow aro also given, though these 
have not yet assumed very formidable 
dimensions.—The table of events has 
also been extended, and is gradually being 
made more useful for reference.—The 
signal card, with the list of the names and 
numbers of steamers, has been corrected to 
date by several erasures and interpolla- 
tions ; and lastly the main feature of the 
work—the Directory itself—has undergone 
the usual careful revision and correction. 
Perfection has been frequently admitted 
to be beyond the scope of human ability ; 
and perfection in a directory is a thing 
that the most sanguine publisher would 
scarcely hope to attain. Errors and omis- 
sions there will be, even in places where 
the machinery for collecting information is 
better than we have available in Shanghai. 
Errors and omissions, therefore, we must 
expect to find here ; and one omission sug- 
gests itself at a first glance through the 
present volume, which consideration of the 
proof sheets had evidently failed to detect. 
Detecting omissions in “a hong list 
by a course of study is, in fact, about as 
difficult as trying to prove a nogative. 
Omissions suggest themselves when you 
are not looking for them, or when occasion 
arises for reference to the name which— 
alas !—is absent ; but the process of thinking 
them out is one of the least satisfactory 
imaginable. On the whole, however, we 


believe the Desk Hong List for 1878 will 
be found well up to the usual standard. 





@utports, 


PEKING. 


A fairly satisfactory fall of snow took 
place on the night of the 28th January, 
after a drought of fully three months’ 
duration—there having been neither snow 
nor rain during that time except a heavy 
fall of snow on the 17th November ; and 
the health of Peking has been much bene- 
fited in consequence. Contrary to the 
usual experionce in this respect, the snow 
has continued to lie quite thickly for 
several days, instead of being blown off| 


the ground ; and its gradual absorption into | by 
a Se 


very favourable for 


the soil is 





the prospects of the Spring crop, which 
had almost been despaired of previously. 
‘The drought in this province is, however, 
very partial. 





‘TIENTSIN, 

A couple of gentlemen, recently returned. 
from a tour in‘ the country, give a most 
distressing account of the state of some 
portions through which they passed. In 
many villages, fully half the houses had 
been despoiled of all their wood, doors, 
windows, beams, &c., which had beon sold 
fora mere trifle to procure food, leaving 
only the mud walls standing. In some 
cases I have heard of the beains being sold 
as fuel at 3 cash for 2 catties. In tho 
Chi Chow (Ha J) district, scarcely any 
animals are to be seen, and many of the 
villages are half deserted ; indeed, in somo 
villages it was said that “more than half” 
the people had gone away, and of those 
left, according to the local constables? 
statements, and in villages of 60 to 80 
families, the remainder were being de- 
creased by death at the rate of one daily. 
The district is likely to be almost ruined 
by the time crops come again, 

The Magistrate of Chi Chow adopted the 
following method of relief. It was an- 
nounced that grain would be sold in the 
city at half-price. It was sold, however, 
in’ very limited quantities, and only on 
every third day, and the business was done 
so slowly that ‘many had to go away un- 
served ; and even this salo was stopped 
about 18 days ago. The grand defect of 
this plan is that it does not meet the 
case of the great majority of the people 
they have no money to buy with, y 
persons who farm 40 to 100 mow of land, 
and have been well-to-do farmers, havo not 
cash with which to help themselves, 

One of the Hsien Magistrates, under 
this same Chow city, (Tsao-hsiang’ Hsien) 
adopted a different method. He announce 
that on a certain day 5 measures (Ff) of 
grain would be given to each destitute 
person. Previous to the day of distribu- 
tion, runners were sont to all the villages 
to ascertain who were really destitute. 

The announcement stated that those re- 
coiving grain would be required to sign an 
agreement to repay the grain the coming 
year. Those who possessed even one mow 
of land were thereby rendered ineligible 
to the relief. ‘Thus those who might have 
some hope of being able to repay the grain, 
if their land produeod the coming season, 
were debarred the aid they needed by this 
very prospect, while those who had no 
such prospect dared not sign such an 
agreement ; consequently no one went. It 
would be interesting to know if this prof- 
fered grain was a Government grant. ‘The 
evil deeds of this official have been so 
many and so bad that he has become a 
byword among his people ; and, as a matter 
of fact, has almost ruined his district. by his 
injustice and oppression. 

‘Some time since, proclamations were 
issued forbidding the slaughter of cattle, 
on the ground that the officials were pray- 
ing for snow. It was privately intimated 
to the butchers, however, that by the pay- 
ment of a few hundred taels they would 
not be molested in thoir business. 
This they very properly declined to do. 
As a consequence, no beef is to be had. 
Our first fall of snow came yesterday, about 
an inch deep, and perhaps the strictures 
may now be removed. 

I hear that a lightship is to be placed at 
tho Taku bar, the coming season. This will 
decreaso the need of pilots. 

‘The ‘Midge Minstrels” were so well re- 
ceived that they are preparing for a second 
entertainment to be given soon. 

‘The weather continues cold; but the 
atmosphere is greatly improved by the 
light snow—would it might be multiplied 





two. 
‘30th January, 
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FOOCHOW. 

The acquisition of a Race Course nearer 
the Settlement has been resolved on, and 
$15,000 subscribed in debentures, to bear 
interest at 8 per cent., for the purpose of 
‘buying and levelling tite land.—The bache- 
lors of the Settlement purpose giving a 
Calico Ball about the end of the month.— 
The American bark B, Aymar put into 
Foochow a fortnight ago, with a mutinous 
crew. The Herald gives the following par- 
ticulars:—The B. Aymar is from Manila, 
bound to Shanghai. She met with heavy 
weather, lost her sails, and ran short of 

rovisions six weeks ago, when she went 
Fito Matsou anchorage, where she remained 
for some time repairing. After another 
start for the north, she had again to put 
back, this time to the Middle Dog, or Tung- 
sha anchorage, where, we understand, she 
parted both cables and lost her anchors on 
‘or about the 22nd ultimo. Ultimately, 
canvas was set, but working to the north- 
ward, under heavy sail (waiting for the 
pilot-boat Marie to come up, in order that 
‘she might send into port for an anchor), she 
struck on an unknown rock, on which she 
remained for a few minutes, when, the tide 
rising, she floated off, ‘The bearings of this 
rock are said to be as follows :—Sea Dog 
Islet, S.E. by E. 4 East: Square Rocks, 
North by West ;—or about 2} miles from 
No. 1, or the Outer Buoy; and is, it is 
said, in the direct track of vessels leaving 
this’ port for the north. It was while 
the vessel laboured under these difticulties 
that the Chinese crew, who it is alleged had 
partaken freely of samshu, refused to work 
atthe pumps, andattacked the ship’s officers. 
The nite States Consul has, the Herald 
understands, claimed sole jurisdiction in 
the case, and has tried and passed judg- 
ment on all the men implicated, except 
fone, who has escaped from the ship and 
is now, it is believed, harboured by certain 
Chineso officials. 

From a native source the Herald learns 
of a strange plot, having for its object the 
assassination of the high ofticials of the pro- 
vince on the morning of New Year’s Day. 
‘The conspirators were, its informant states, 
composed of disatlected soldiers, forming 
part of the city garrison ; and the idea was 
to attack the Viceroy, Acting Governor, 
and Provincial Judge, while worshipping, 
in accordance with ancient custom, at the 
Temple of Heaven, on that day. For- 
tunately, one of the ring turned traitor, 
and the present able and progressive high 
functionaries of an ancient and enlightened 
végime were spared to, it is trusted, dis- 
tinguish themselves further afield. In- 
stant decapitation was the fate of at least 
one conspirator.—Ting Futai is expected 
to arrive at Foochow from his ancestral 
home near Swatow, early next month. 
HisExcellency will, the Meraldunderstands, 
‘meet witha cordial welcome at the hands of 
the population generally, with whom he is 
deservedly a great favorite. But from the 
official class and gentry, who have, it is 
said, been intriguing to bring about his 
ejection from otlice, he will, we may rest 
assured, receive only the bare outward 
show of respectful politeness. 

Formosan coal is selling at $10 a ton.— 
Rice is slightly cheaper, but the unsettied 
‘weather is causing great uneasiness in the 
minds of agriculturists.—A flower show is 
to be held at the end of April, or onan 
early day in May. 














HONGKONG. 

The report of the China Fire Tnsuranco 
Company shows a balance of $32,000 on 
account of 1876, out of whichthe usual bonus 
of 20 per cent. ‘will be paid to contributing 
shareholders. “'This will absorb $25,214, 
leaving $7,108 to be added to the Reserv 
Fund. “he Working Account for 1877 
shows a balance on the 3lst December of 
$145,719, out of which a dividend of $12 
per share will be declared as usual.—A 





letter has been réceived by the local Gov- 
ernment from Mr. Thomas G. Knox, Her 
Majesty's Political Agent and Consul- 
General at the Court of Siam, dated 
January the 19th, in which he announces 
that the prohibition laid by the Siamese 
Government on the export of rice from 
Siam was removed from that date.—A 
yacht race for the Storekeepers’ Cup 
brought forth the usual four competitors, 
and after an unusually good race, was 
won by the Naomi—A Cricket match 
was played on the 9th, “between an 
eleven of the Army and an eleven of 

H.C. ©. Club. The latter won by 
one innings.—The Tarantula Society gave 
a Fancy Dress Ball in the City Hall, on 
the 8th, which is declared to have been an 
unqualified success.—From a table of 
meteorological observations published in 
Saturday's Gazette, it appears that 1.52 
inches rain fell in January, compared with 
0.03 inch in the corresponding month of 
last year, ‘The maximum temperature at 
the Peak’ during the week was 65.0, the 
minimum "38.05 at the Harbour-Master's 

















fell during tho wee 





‘NAGASAKT. 


‘The Rising Sun says the Government has 
oryanised a system of surveying agricultural 
and farming districts, with a view to in- 
specting the crops; and has issued rules 
and regulations to that effect. Provision 
is also made for receiving reports from the 
people on the subject, the Government 
undertaking to investigate and give advi 
on any matter so reported. ‘This arrang: 
ment will be a great benefit to the farming 
classes in the country.—On the 5th inst., 
on the arrival of the news that an armistice 
had been signed between Russin and 
‘Turkey, the Russian men of-war in harbour 
at Nagasaki fired salutes of 21 guns each, 
their crews and also those of the merchant 
ships near, also cheering loudly. Much 
bunting was also displayed. 











HI0G0. 


‘The News says that collections for the 
China Famine Relief Fund were made in 
Osaka on the 3rd inst., when a total of 
moro than 250 yen was contributed by 
foreigners and Japanese Christians in that 
place.—Having already to a considerable 
extent shown’ their skill in imitating 
numerous articles of utility from Western 

ls, some Japanese have followed 
suit by’ imitating an article of luxury, 
namely, atooth-powder. The box is neatly 
turned, just like a box, say, of Rowland’s 
Odonto, and a.coloured eireular label on the 
top bears the words “Rose Dentifrice,” 
with the Chinese characters for Kaosan, the 
name of the powder, and further characters 
signifying that it was manufactured by the 
Yeisai Baiyakusha, Hozendo, Kajimachi, 
Kanda. The label pasted over the circle of 
junetion of the box and lid is not, as a 
literary effort, so successful as that on the 
top.“ Rose’Dentifrige. An unequalled 
preparation for cleansing the Teeth and 
preserving the Gums, leaving the Toothache 
and imparting to the breath a delicion 
odour, prepared at Hongendo. &e. Japan, 
Tokio.” It is, however, but right to say 
that there seems to be no attempt at fraud 
in this ease.—Tho Osaka Nippo says that 
in Osaka there are over 400 blind and dumb 
persons, and a school is about to be built by 
the authorities for their education.—The 
reservoirs in Osaku Fu not being of 
sufficient capacity to contain the water 
necessary for the rice fields in a dry season, 
more will be made. ‘The making of roads 
has been commenced, anda road of the first 
class will be completed in March.—About 

















the middle of the same month telegraph 
wires will be erected between the police 





stations.—In Tokio the rivers and draim 
are to be dug out and cleansed ata proposed 
expense of over yen 800,000. 


‘YOKOHAMA. 


‘The Herald says that the telephone was 
no sooner brought under the notice of the 
Japanese Government by Messrs. Bavier 
& Co,, the agents for China and Japan of 
Bell’s Telephone, than experiments were 
at once ordered by Mr. Ito, the Minister 
of Public Works, to be made under the 


in | direction of Mr. Gilbert, the Superintend- 


ent of Telegraphs. ‘The first essay was 
made along a wire stretched from the office 
of the Great Northern Telegraph Company 
in Yokohama to the Telegraph Station in 
Honcho Dori, and subsequently convers 
tion was held between this place and Tokio 
along the ordinary line wire, The experi- 
ments having proved to be entirely sue- 
cessful, a number of instruments were 
purchased, and the Police Stations in the 
metropolis, the Emperor’s Palace, and the 
Government Departments are, or will soon 
be, in Telephonic communication with exch 
other, On the Publie Works Department 
being put into connection with the palace, 
the Emperor and Empress were present, and 
expressed theirsurprise, as well, indeed, their 
Majesties might, at the result. It may be 
expected, as soon as the requisite number 
of instruments can be procured from the 
inventor, that the ‘Telephone will be 
brought ‘into general use. throughout Ja- 
pan, wherever the telegraph wires reach, — 
The annual general meeting of the Yoko- 
hama General Chamber of Commerce was 
held on the 3st ult, ‘The following gentle- 
men were elected as officers for the present 
year :—Mr. A. Winstanley and Mr, Wilkin 
ro-olected as Chainnan and Vico-Chairman, 
respectively; Committee, Messrs, Evers, 
Milsom, Dodds, Dames, Thos. Walsh, 
Dunlop, and Fraser. "The report and 
accounts were presented, the latter being 
unsatisfactory, the expenditure oxcecding 
the income.’ The proceedings were very 
brief—From a native paper, the Herald 
gleans that 147 captains and lieutenants of 
the army, who had distinguished themselves 
during the late rebellion, received their 
Accorations of the Daijokwan, with the 
pension attached to the order. 

The Gazette says with the sum of $100 
offered by H.M. Consul on behalf of his 
Government, the money subscribed to the 
fund for a reward to persons giving 
information which shall lead to the appre- 
hension of the murderers of the late 
William Boorn now amounts to more 
than $500 at the disposal of the Consul. — 
In Nippon Notes, the Gazette translates that 
the new buildings for the Naval College 
will be erected at the cost of 90,000 yen, 
on a site close to that at present. ‘occupied 
by the establishment.—The number of 
police killed in the late civil war ig :—32 
sergeants, 52 corporals, and 520 privates. 
Died in hospitals, 7 sergeants, 13 corporals, 
and 126 privates, making 776 deaths in all: 
The number of wounded was 65 sergeants, 
121 corporals, and 1,090 privates.—About 
2,000 Inbourers were to leave Kobe for Corea 
by the mail of the 7th February. It is not 
stated how they are to be employed.— 
According to returns made in January 
of the present year, out of 669 foreigners 
employed in Japan, 368 are in Govern 
ment and the remainder in private 
service. 

The Japan Mail has been informed that 
the property known as the International 
Tiotel, which some three years ago was 

wurchased for $36,000, has just changed 
finds, the sum paid’ being $11,000," 
cheerful fact for property holders.—The 
Mail accounts for the unsatisfactory nature 
of the financial report of the Chamber of 
Commerce, by a falling off in the number of 
members and by the decreased sale of the 
circulars, giving another proof of the bad 
condition of trade in Yokohama, 
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Peking Gazettes. 


about TL 0.14 per head, or say from one 
to two hundred cash. This amount would 
represent no more than a pint or two of 





rice apiece—a quantity wholly dispropor- 





ABSTRACT OF PEKING GAZETTES. 

Jan. 10th.—(1) A decree based upon a 
memorial from ‘i’an Chung-lin, Governor 
of Shensi, denouncing certain officials who 
have failed in the due discharge of their 
duty in the distribution of famine relief. 
‘The Magistrate of the Fu-p'ing district is 
charged with having disregarded the in- 
structions given him to issue a pro ratd 
allowance of food individually, and to have 
established relief-centres instead at the 
advice of certain of the notables. Owing 
to the large extent of the district and the 
distances to be traversed, the population 
‘was unable to obtain supplies of food, and 
crowds of complainants came to the pro- 
vincial capital to represent their case. 
‘They stated, additionally, that the notables 
were in league with the Magistrate's re- 
tainers with dishonest intent, in connection 
with the levy of supplies of wheat. Again, 
the acting Magistrate of the Kao-ling 
district is accused of having made false 
returns of the number of distressed in- 
dividuals and of grain issued. ‘The dis- 
district notable Liu Jui-yih, a member of 
the local committee of management, and a 
military licentinte named Kéng She-kw'ei, 
are also charged with having mutually 
transferred to each other a quantity of 
the grain in store, their conduct in this 
respect exposing them to suspicion of 
dishonest practices. The Magistrate had 
failed to detect these proceedings, and had 
shewn himself to all intents and purposes 
blind and deaf. Again, on a personal visit 
being paid by the Governor himself to the 
rolief agency in the southern suburb of the 
provincial capital, he found that a number 
of famine-stricken persons were still seeking 
a supply of food ; and on asking an explana- 
tion from the officer in charge he was told 
that these people, although still asking for 
food, had aretay been given allowances of 
grain, for which reason they had not be 
enteredonthelists. The saineagency, how- 
ever, subsequently reported its supplies as 
inadequate, the numbers of individuals to be 
provided for being augmented in two days 
by upwards of 700 souls. From this it 
plain that either present overstatement or 
past omission was chargeable against the 
agency. It was reported, moreover, that 
the attendants had conspired with the 
Hlour-dealers to make out false statements 
of the quantities thoy received. After 
dwelling upon the enormity of the otf 
of neglect of duty under circums| 
such as the present, the Imperial decree 
ordains that the two district Magistrates 
impeached be forthwith stripped of their 
rank and brought to trial in conjune- 
tion with all the notables concerned in 
the matter. Should evidence of actual 
dishonesty be elicited they wre to be farther 
stringently denounced, “and the minor 
offenders Yoferred to are also to be pro- 
coeded against. 

(2) The Supervising CensorKwohTs'ung- 
kit. memorializes urging the uccessity of 
making provision on a large scale for the 
necessities of the province of Shansi, the 
financial exigencies of which are pressing in 
the extreme. Referring to the appropri: 
tions already allotted toward the needs of 
this province, he proceeds tu observe 
that the winter being already far advanced 
without snow having fallen, it is impossible 
to forecast with certainty the prospect of 
the crops in the coming year, whilst, at the 
same time, the issue of relief for the present 
season is itself no easy matter. According 
to report, the amount hitherto raised by 
the agencies established by the provincial 
government of Shansi for the raising of 
contributions, amounts to no more than 
from 500,000 to 600,000 taels ; and this 
sum, if divided among the 4,000,000 souls 
‘who were lately reported by the Governor 
of Shansi as in need of relief, gives but 





















































tionate to the actual needs. At the open- 
ing of Spring, moreover, the old stocks of 
rice will be exhausted and new supplies 
will not yet have been received ; and the 
utmost endeavours of the provincial 
Governor to obtain financial assistance from 
the neighbouring provinees ean scareely be 
depended upon to be of anuch serviee in 
the emergency. ‘The memoxialist conse- 
quently solicits that sanction be given to the 
issue of certilicates of the peacock feather 
decoration—the sale of which was put an 
end to in 1875—as a means of supplying 
the requisite fands.—Rescript, referring 
the proposal for consideration, already 
published, 

(8) Tso Tsung-t'ang, Governor-General 
of Kansuh, ete., ete., in a postscript memo- 
rial, dwells upon the desolated condition of 
the’ province under his goverment, and 
the corrupt condition into which the ser- 
vices, both civil and military, have lapsed 
He is grieved at heart by thie provaleneo of 
dishonesty and incompetent and unworthy 
employes. A region so distant and abou 
ing in hardships is shunned by the majority 
of capable funetionaries, whilst the persons 
of disreputable character and needy ante- 
codents who are ready to Hock thither are 
such as should not be employed. On more 
than one occasion, when the memorialist 
has applied for the services of individuals 
whom he thought likely tu be useful, and 
who at the same time would be put in a 
position to gain experience fitting them for 
future duty, his request hus failed of 
yptance on the score uf incompatibility 
with some standing regulation or other. 
At the present juncture, when the prose 
tion of the cainpaign for the recovery of 
Kashg daily widening the field of 
action, increased urgency is felt in the need 
of capable subordinates ; and the memori- 
alist, whilst admitting that there is no lack 
of brave and honest men among those who 
are under his own eye, must confess that 
the number of individuals gifted with 

ceptions and the capacity for 
dealing with large questions of an ad- 
ministrative nature, is most limited. He 
asks, therefore, that the following officials 
may’be detailed to serve under his orders. 
He hasheard that Lit Yao-tow (2) 343 Sb 
a Compiler of the Han Lin College, is a 
person of sterling uprightness and devoted 
study of the true art of government ; 
nd althongh personally unknown to, he is 
highly esteemed by the memorialist from 
what he has learnt coneorning him. An- 
other official of the same degree, Wu 


ch'ing He AQ HA, attracted his notice 
whilst filling the office of Literary Chancol- 
lor of the provinces of Shensi and K. 

and as in addition t 
ability he adds the qualification of bei 
a good horseman and capable of endur- 
ing physical exertion, beside having 
devoted his attention to frontier aflairs ; 
he is indeed one in a thousand. If 
these two olficials be sent to serve’ with 
tho army and thus gain experience, th 
are certain to prove useful men 
after. A third ‘dual is © 















































































































ind 
Shun $Ss[f, who acted sume time ago as 


Military Governor of Uliasut’ai, a man of 
imuch Dodily strength and martial capacit 
Owing to want of proper experience he wa 
misled by bad advice and thus incurred 
censure. ‘The memorialist is unaware, at 
present, to which of the Banners Ch'ang 
Shun niay be attached ; but if he be sent 
to serve under the memorialist, he will 
train him with care.—Reseript ‘ordering 
two of the three officials above-named io 
proceed forthwith to Kansuh, and Wu 
Ta-cl’éng to do the same after fulfilment 
of his present mission in Honan, already 
published. 




















2} was needful in the 





‘Jan. 11th. —No documents of importance. 


Jan, 12th—() A, decree appointing 
Yang Fang-kwei BA IFAE to the post of 
Brigade-General of the Nan-yang command 
in Honan, 

(2) A decree allotting a farther grant of 
200 piculs of millet to the relief agency 
established in the west division of Peking, 
on the representation of the Censors in 
charge, the former grant of 300 piculs heing 
insullicient in consequence of the influx of 
destitute persons from remote parts of the 
country. 

(8) A decree awarding honours and pro- 
motion to a long list of oiticials whose names 
have been submitted by the Prince of Tun 








and his colleagues of the Commission for 
revising the Imperial Genealogical Register, 





on the completion of this task. 

Jan, 13th.—(1) A decree based upon a 
farther memorial on the part of the Censor 
Li Kia-yoh, who has dwelt upon the 
charges of illegal imposition of taxes and 
practices of extortion with which certain 
istrict Magistrates in the province of 
Honan have been charged, and demanding 
that commands be issued for the stringent 
impeachment of all such offenders. "The 
conduct exposed by the Censor is severely 
reprobated, and any instances of its oc 
currenceare, itis commanded, to be reported 
without fail by the high authorities con- 
cerned. 

(2) Li Han-chang, Governor-General of 
Hu Kwang, memorializes reporting a case 
of adultery and murder, the victims being 
the husband of the guilty woman, whose 
paramour, tho instigator to the commission 
of the crime, was a consin of her husband, 
On trial being held and the facts of the ease 
established, sentence has been pronounced 
as follows :—The woman, without taking 
into account the Iesier crime of adultery. 
with a relative withit a certain degree of 
Kinship, is, condemned to. suffer death by 
the lingering or slicing” process. (ling 
che); and her paramour to decapitation 
without awaiting the period of revision. — 
For rescript referring these sentences. to 
the Board of Punishments for consideration, 
see Gacette of Ist instant. 

(8) Sun-kwei, resident at Lassa, memo- 
rializes with reference to the mission of 
tivo oflicers of the Imperial guards, who 
were despatched with a party of lamas to 
present a tribute of Imperial respect in 
‘Tibet. ‘The ofiicers in yuestion set out from 
Ch’éng-tu Fa, the capital of Sze-ch’wan, 
on the 23rd ‘of June; and a report has 
been received fromthe sub-Prefectstationed 
at Ta-tsion Lu to the ellect that they arrived 
at that point on the 19th July ‘and the 
19th August respectively. On the 14th 
and 19th September they proceeded to 
cross the frontier, carrying with them the 
Inperial gifts with which they ave charged, 
They had been supplied with all that 

vay of cvolies, pack- 





















































horses, ete. 
Jan. 14th—(1) A decree referring to the 
intercessory services that have already been 


| held, on the 28th December and on the 


Sth instant, for the pmrpose of entreating, 
but without result, the fall of snow which 
is so anxiously looked for. Tt is now com- 
manded that a special serviee be held on 











the 1Gth instant by a party of Taoist 
‘S| priests from the members attached to the 
Kwang Ming Tien, Incense is at the same 





time to be offered at the principal State 
temples, by the Imperial princes. 

Jan. 15th—A decree in answer to a 
memorial from the Imperial Household, 
reporting that Wén-kwel, Superintendent 
of the Laperial manufactory at Hangchow, 
has been placed in mourning by the death 
of a parent, und soliciting instructions. 
It is commanded hereupon that Wen-kwei 
return to Peking to wear the 100 days’ 
mourning (prescribed by Manchu custom), 
after which he is to go back to his post. 
During his absence, the Governor of Cheh- 
kkiang, Mei K’i-chao, will act in his stead, 

No other documents of importance. 
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Jan. 16th—{1) A decree in answer to a 
memorial from ‘Li Han-chang, Governor- 
General of Hu-kwang, who has denounced 
two officials for misconduct in connection 
with the levy of the lekin tax. In the 
one case an expectant Prefect named 
Wang Sih-kang is accused of having 
entrusted a relative named Wang Yiian- 
Wiei, with the functions of examiner of 
merchandize and of controller of receipts, 
in which capacity he perpetrated numerous 
acts of abuse, entailing public dissatisfac- 
tion. In the other, an expectant sub-As- 
sistant District Magistrate, named Kin 
‘Hioh-nin, is charged with having neglected 
his duties and behaved in a loose and 
flighty manner. The first of the two officials 
under impeachment is handed to the Board 
for adjudication of a penalty. The other 
is dismissed from his rank in the public 
service. 

(2) Yen King-ming, special High Com- 

+ missioner for the superintendence of the 
arrangements for famine-relief in Shansi, 
submits a farther report of his proceedings 
and investigations, having now traversed 
the eastern division of the province, and 
reached the district city of Yiin-ch’éng. 
He received on the 8th December, at Kao- 
p'ing, the Imperial rescript acknowledging 
‘the receipt of his earlier report on the 
western section of the province; but pre- 

ly to this, on the 29th November, he 
set out from T’ai-yiian Fu, the provincial 
pital, on his journey eastward. In the 

‘Wou-hiang and Ts'in Chow districts he found 

that the soil of the uplands was baked to 
the consistency of brick, and that there had 
eon no autumn crop.’ The reliof agency 
had but lately been set in operation, and 
the distressed population had gathered 
around it awaiting snecour. ‘The country 
lying west of Ts'in Chow was in the same 
condition, Turning southwards through 

Lu-ngan Fu, he found that the winter wheat 

had not been planted, and that the country, 
its own provisions of grain exhausted, was 
depending ‘upon, the. Importations from 

Korang ing Fu in Chihli, by way of Tung- 

yang Kwan, Flour was selling at 60 or 70 

cash per catty, which is three or four times 
the ordinary price. In Li-ch'éng, Lu- 
ch’éng, and Ch’ang-tsze, the suffering from 
Arought had been somewhat less; but the 
price of provisions was not diminished, 
and the population was suffering in an 
extraordinary degree. ing through 
the south-castern border districts of the 
nee, the momorialist proceeded west- 

to Yang-ch'éng, ‘Ts'in-shui, ete., 
districts the suffering was found 
still more intense than in. Ts'in 
and Luengan. At Féng-t'ai it was 
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found that 250,000 was the number of 














applicants for relief, and at Yang-ch’én 
180,000 individuals’ were in the same 
category. ‘These two points are the centres 
at which the largest numbers are collected. 
Generally speaking, the country embraced 
sithin Ts'in Chow, Luengan Fu, and ‘sch 
Chow is for the most part’ hilly and 
cultivated to a comparatively small extent. 
‘The population is principally engaged in the 
iron industry ; and as the furnaces suspend 
their operations on all sides during a season 
of distress, the working classes find it all 
the harder to obtain means of subsistence. 
‘Phore are but few wealthy residents, more- 
over, in these districts, and local contribu- 
tions are not easily obtained. For the 
issue of relief, the principal source of sup- 
ply is the public granaties, but with such a 
multitude of mouths to feed, the small store 
of grain is exhausted in the twinkling of 
aneye. In'Tsch Chow, as this department 
borders on Honan, ‘supplies of grain 
have been received’ through the agency 
of the famine commissioner Wun Ta- 
but the amount thus obtained 
is limited and cannot suffice for all 
wants. The district authorities are per- 
forming their duties in obedience to the 
Imperial commands, and are not entrusting 
their functions to the class of underlings. 
Although some may be more gifted with 

















ability than others, no complaints are 
forthcoming of malversation or other mal- 
practices. “A salutary warning has been 
afforded by the Governor's impeachment of 
some 20 or more of the provincial officials. 
In conclusion, the momorialist dwells once 
more upon the painful scenes he has wit- 
nessed at every stage of his journey, 
in the course of which his chair has con- 
tinually been surrounded by crowds of the 
famine-stricken population imploring relief, 
to whom he has administered comfort in 
soothing words, assuring them of the 
Imperial sympathy. ‘The roads are lined 
with corpses, in such numbers as to distance 
all efforts for their interment ; whilst women 
and children, starving and in rags, know 
not where to look for the means of keeping 
body and soul together. ‘The distinctions 
drawn a short time ago, in respect of the 
degree of impoverishment in individual 
cases, has now disappeared. All are equally 
reduced to utter destitution. ‘The memori- 
alist, his heart wrung with despairing pity, 
cannot but ask why has a calamity so awful 
as this been visited upon the people. He 
can only ascribe it to his own failure in the 
due discharge of his duty and he feels that 
his shortcoming admits of no excuse.—In 
reply, the Grand Council has received a 
reseript expressing profound sympathy with 
the sufferings of the people as reported in 
this memorial, and directing that all that 
is possible for their relief be done in 
consultation with the Governor of the 
province. 

Jan. 17th.—No documents of importance. 

Jan. 18th.—(1) A decree based upon a 
memorial from Wang Kia-pih, Civil Vice- 
Governor and Literary Chancellor of Féng- 
tien, who has requested that commani 
may ‘be issued throughout the Empire, in 
consequence of misapprehensions found to 
prevail among candidates fox the literary 
examinations, respecting the personal name 
of his Jato Majesty, which it is forbidden 
to write, and the ‘characters having com- 
ponent parts similar to those ¢ per- 
sonal name of the present Sovereign. With 
reference to the character forming the 
second in the combination Tsai Ch’un, the 
personal name of his late Majesty, a decree 
was heretofore issued altering the form of 


this into JEQ (instead of PB, the use of 


which is tabooed); and with reference to the 
second character in the present Emperor's 
name, (Tsai Tien,—see Gazette of Jan. 
13th, 1875), commands have aiso heretofore 
beow given for its alteration by omitting 
the last stroke of which it is composed. 
‘There isno necessity, however, for avoiding, 
as sacred, other characters foriued with simi- 
lar component parts. ‘The Board of Cere- 
monies is commanded to issue circular 
instenetions on this subject for the guidance 
of candidates at the literary examinations, 
(2) Pao Héng, acting Governor of Fuh- 
kien, mezaorializes reporting the result of an 
enquiry held in the case of the expectant 
Prefect Tsiang Féng-tsao, who was accused 
Jast year of an indirect attempt to bribe the 
Governor, ‘Ting Jih-ch’ang, by forwarding to 
him confidentially a draft’ for ‘Tacls 1,000, 
which he requested mightbe employed at the 
Governor's discretion in relieving distress. 
See Gazette of Jan. 15 ) The 
suspected official having been subjected to 
examination, gives the following account of 
the transaction :—He was at Shanghai last 
year when contributions were solicited by 
the Relief Committee at Foochow on account 
of the distress caused by floods, and as his 
own means were inadequate to the fulfilment 
of his wishes on the occasion, he wrote to 
his kinsfolk and persuaded them to allot 
che sum of Tls. 1,000 from the income of 
the family graveyard estate. it hap- 
pened, an oficial named Kin Teh-hung, 
employed at the Foochow Arsenal, was 
just leaving by steamer for Foochow, and 
*siang gave him the draft to be handed 
over on his arrival there. The letter 
which he intended to send with the money, 




















































|however, missed the steamer; and Kin, 


on his arrival, having no knowledge of any 
of the members of the Committee, for-, 
warded the draft to the Governor direct in 
the suspicious manner already recorded. 
The statements made by the accused aro 
found to tally with those contained in 
Kin's original letter to the Governor, but, 
although he may be acquitted of the 
hargo of attempting to make interest with 
the Governor, it is nevertheless plain that 
he acted in a culpably heedless manner.— 
In compliance with the recommendation 
with which the memorial concludes, the 
name of Tsiang Féng-tsao is handed to the 
Board for adjudication of a penalty ; and 
Kin Téh-hung is dismissed from his rank 
in the public service. 





Public Plectings. 


W.-C, BRANCH ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY, 

A peneral meeting of members of the 
North-China Branch of the Royal Asiatic 
Society was held on the 12th instant, Mr. 
'T. W. Kingsmill, the President, in the 
chair. ‘There was but a limited attondanco, 
which is to be wondered at in face of the 
rapidly increasing number of resident mem- 
bers. ‘The presence of 2 lady among the 
audience was, however, a pleasant surprise 
and it was hoped that the meetings of the 
Society would in future be always so graced, 
and in increasing numbers. 

Mr, J. Haas, the Hon, Secretary, having 
read the minutes of tho annual ’genei 
meeting, they were confirmed, and signed 
by the Presi lent. 

‘The following gentlemen, having beon 
recommended by the Committee, were 
elected members of the Society fessrs, 
J.D. Crawford, E. L, B. Allen, M. Gubbay, 
jun., ©. Lueder, and P. G. Hubbo. 

‘The Presinexr congratulated tho Society 
on the success of the conversazione and 
exhibition recently held in the Society's 
rooms, and said he thought a vote of thanks 
was dite to those gentlemen who undertook 
the task of preparing the rooms and make 
ing the arrangements generally, and also 
to those who so kindly gave assistance by 
lending works of Chineso art, antiquities 
and porcelain, and other material, which had. 
rendered the exhibition so pleasant and in- 
structive. He had much pleasure in inform- 
ing the members present that it was inten- 
ded soon to have another conversazione, but 
on amore extended scale, for which arrange- 
ments wero already in ‘progress. He be- 
lieved the result would be a very pleasant 
afternoon, and if possible the proceedings 
would be made more intellectual than at the 
former gathering. Since the annual meet- 
ing, he might inform them, two moro 
important papers had beon forwarded to 
the Society; so that they would have 
plenty of mental pabulum for their evening 
entertainment, as well, no doubt, as for 
the forthcoming afternoon's enjoyment. 
Ho begged to propose— 

‘That the best thanks of the Society be 
tendered to the gentlemen who formed the 
committee of arrangement, an to those 
who loaned articles for exhibiti which 
together had resulted in the success of the 
recent conversasione, 

Dr. Maccowan seconded, and the resolu- 
tion was carried unanimously. 

‘The Presment then proceeded to read a 
paper by Dr. H. Fritsche, Director of the 
Imperial Russian Observatory at Peking, 
on “The Climatology of Eastern Asia.” 
‘The official position of the writer had given 
him facility and opportunity for collecting 
a large amount of valuable meteorological 
information respecting the Northern, East- 
ern, and other portions of China, extend- 
ing’ almost into Central Asia; and the 
result was a lengthy and exhaustive disser- 
tation, more especially relating to prevailing 
winds and sea currents and their atmos- 
pherical effects in the several seasons of 

















‘the year in the wide districts treated of. 
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The paper was accompanied by a large 
number of carefully-drawn charts, explana- 
tory of the more abstruso and technical 
details. ‘These were distributed among 
the audience, and enabled them the 
more clearly to understand the author's 
meaning. Mr. Kingsmill further illus- 
‘trated the paper by means of chalk diagrams 
on the black-board ; and at the close offered 
2 few remarks confirmatory of Dr. Fritsche’s 
views as to the cause of the unusual con- 
tinuanee of excessive cold during the pres- 
ent winter in these parts of China.—The 
oper will be 2 valuable acquisition to the 

society's Journal. 

‘A vote of thanks was unanimously passed 
to Dr. Fritsche for his paper. 

Dr, Maccowan next read a brief paper 
on “Tho To-ming, an enthralled class of 
Chihkiang.” ‘The peculiar dress, manners, 
and customs of these people, whoare literally 
pariahs, were described and enlarged upon; 
‘and the author said they were to be found 
in large numbers in and around Ningpo and 
other districts, filling menial occupations, 
‘the women, even, acting as barbers. ‘They 
are believed to’ be the remnants of an 
ancient race who found their way into 
China during the Ming dynasty, but who 
were never absorbed into the mass of the 
people, being treated ae outst to this 

yy, and therefore preserving their own 
characteristics. 

An interesting conversation followed, on 
the aboriginal and other tribes of China 
and Central Asia ; in the course of which 
it was shown that’ outcast tribes similar to 
the “To-ming” existed in other parts of 
North-China, especially in the province of 
Shantung and bordering provinces. 

Dr. Maccowan having been thanked for 
his paper, the meeting broke up. 














‘THE SHANGLAL POLYTECHNIC. 


Minutes of a Meeting held on the 12th 
February, 1878. Present Mr. Glover 
(Chairman), Messrs. Boleslawskiy Haas, 
Mowchee, Dr. Macgowan, and J. Fryer 
(ocretary.) 

The CHATRMAN referred to the object for 
which the meeting had been called. He 
would be leaving shortly for Europe, and it 
was necessary to appoint a successor. 

‘The Secnitany read the minutes of the 
last meeting, which were passed. 

The Cuatraan then stated that he had 
had several conversations with Mr. 
Drummond, who had from the first taken a 
lively interest in the Institution, and had 
expressed himself as willing to join the 
Committee. He knew of no one more 
suitable to become Chairman of tho Com- 
mittee, and therefore proposed his election 
as Chairman, This was unanimously 
agreed to, and the Secretary was desired to 
write to Mr, Drummond forthwith. 

‘The Cuamsan next alluded to the gift 
of apparatus from the King of Belgium, 
high would shortly arrive, and proposed 
that the Belgium Minister, Mr. Serrnys, 
should be asked to become a member of 
the Committee. This was also decided 
upon. 

‘Mr. Boxestawsk1 proposed that Mr. 
Glover's successor, as Commissioner of 
Customs at Shanghai, should be asked to 
join the Committee on his arrival. This 
Was agreed to. 

The Cuaiman then handed to the 
Secretary certain accounts, with the Bank 
Pass-Book and sundry documents, all of 
which he had received from Mr. Tapp on 
his resigning the post of Treasurer. ‘The 
Se ‘was asked to preserve these with 
the other documents belonging to the 
Institution. 

‘The SECRETARY referred to correspond- 
ence received from the Home Committee, 
from which it appeared that a scheme had 











been drawn up by them and laid before the | 





a guarantee for the interest at 7 per cent. 
upon the requisite funds £20,000; upon 
which the Home Committee would under- 
take to form a Company, erect the building, 
and stock it with exhibits, depending on 
the entrance fees for a dividend. ‘The 
Chinese Ambassador had sent this scheme 
toLi Hung-chang, who had forwarded it to 
‘Mr. Hsii with the remark that, since the 
Polytechnic Institution was not a Govern- 
ment affair, it was useless to expect a guar- 
antee from the Government. It appeared 
hopeless, therefore, for the Committee to 
expect bip from the Chinese Government; 
and if the Exhibition was to be established 
atall, it would have to be by local efforts on 
the part of natives and foreigners, 

Dr. Maccowan asked whether it was 
reasonable for the Home Committee to 
expect the Government to assist in the 
matter of an exhibition except through the 
Customs, since all that had been done by 
China in the case of contributions to the 
Exhibitions in other countries had passed 
through that channel. 

‘The Cuarnstay replied that he thought 
there was no reason to believe that the 
Government in Peking would always work 
through the Customs agency in such matte1 
but that if the claims of the Shang 
Exhibition for assistance were duly re- 
presented to the Government at Peking, and 
received the Imperial approbation, aid might 
possibly be given through other channels, 
orevendirect. Healludedto the Exhibition 
recently held at the Asiatic Society's rooms, 
as a proof of what might be done from the 
resources of the place, and sugyested that 
something like that might easily be done 
by the Polytechnic Institution on the part 
of the Committee to open a local Exhibition 
during the ensuing Autumn, in one of the 
public buildings of the Settlement, such as 
at the Masonic Hall, to last for a fortnight. 
Subscriptions it was thought would” be 
forthcoming for such a purpose, and a 
largo and permanent exhibition might 
grow out of a few attempts of that kind. 

The Secretary mentioned that a state- 
ment of accounts and a report of the 
Institution ought to bo issued for publi 
information. The Committee then requested 
him to obtain from Mr. Hsii a statement of 
accounts as soon as he returned to Shang- 
hai, and append it to a brief report already 
drawn up. The Secretary mentioned that 
Mr. Hsit had on his own responsibility, 
when receiving money from the native 
subscribers of $6 per annum, printed on 
the forms of receipt that no further sub- 
scriptions would be collected after 3 years. 
Mr. Mow-chee undertook to consult with 
Mr. Hsit on this subject, and to urge him to 
forward statement of accounts as early as 
possible. 

The Ciaresax then formally tendered 
his resignation, which was received with 
much regret. 

‘Mr. Boxestawskr proposed that the 
thanks of the Committee should be offered 
to Mr. Glover for the very satisfactory and 
able manner in which he had performed the 
duties of Chairman since Sir Walter Med- 
hhurs’s departure. This proposal was un- 
animovsly assented to. He further hoped 
that Mr. Glover would, as a member of the 
Committee, further the interesis of the 
Institution’ during his stay in Europe and 
America. 

Mr. Grover thanked the Committee for 
their expression of kindly feeling, and 
promised to do whatever lay in his power 
to promote the objects of the Institution. 

(Signed) Geo. B. Grover, 
irman. 














CHINA FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY. 
‘The Directors have the pleasure of presenting 
to the shareholders the yearly accounts of the 
Company made up to the 31st December, 1877. 
1876.—The Balance at the credit of Work- 








‘Chinese Ambassador in London, asking him | ing Account at the end of the year 1876, 8 
to communicate it to the Chinese Govern- | shown in the last report, was $144,304.86, 
ment, and request the Government to give | out which has been paid the dividend of $12 


per share voted at the general meeting held 
in February last. In the same report was 
mentioned the occurrence of claims, awounti 
to about $45,000, which bad arisen in 
Yokohama, and to these have to be added a 
further loss of $20,000, incurred afterwards at 
Kobe. ‘Theaccount, therefore, now stands as 
follows :-— 


Balance at credit Working Account 1876, 

















aa per last reports +. $14,204.88 
Divideyal for tho year 1876, 33060 ‘siares ‘st 

‘Si2 per abate .. + 48,000.00 

904.88 

Actual amount of clains paid on 

at Yokohama, $44,028.81 
‘Actual amount of 

‘at Kobe + 19,5263 63,081.48 





Balance . $82,823.62 
Out of this sum the payment of the usual 
bonus of 20 per cent. to contributing share- 
holders will absorb §25,214."., leaving a 
balance of $7,108.70, which been ied 
to the Reserve Fund. 

1877.—The Working Account for the past 
year is very satisfactory, showing a balance of 
$145, 719.72at its credit on the 3lst December. 
‘The Directors propose paying a dividend of 
$12 per share for-1877 out of this sun, as 
Liitherto, and hope to escape the exceptionally 
heavy losses of last year and be enabled to 
adi largely to the Reterve Fund at the close 
of 1878. 

Messrs. Lowcock and Hoppius retire from 
the Board in conformity with the provisions of 
the Company's Articles, and offer themselves 
for re-election. 

Pomeroy, Heaton, and Molver 
gued their seats during the year, 
sre, W. H. Forbes, H, L. Dalrymple au 

been chosen by the Directors to 
fill the vacancies, and these appointments 
the confirmation of sharebolders. 

. Robert Lyall being abseut from the 
Colony, Mr. James H. Cox bas been appointed 
to audit the accounts in conjunction with Mr, 
C, Morland Kerr, These gentlemen offer 
jemselves for re-election, 




































MUNICIPAL COUNCIL, 

At the Meeting of the Council held in 
the Council Room, 17, Kiangso Road, 
Shanghai, on Monday, the 11th February, 
1878, at 9.30 o'clock a.m. 

Present—Messrs. J. Hart (chairman), 
A. McLeod, B. H. Lavers, G. J. W. Cowie, 
E. G. Low, J. F. Seaman, P. G. Hubbe, 
and the Acting Secretary. 

‘The Minutes of the previous meeting aro 
read, confirmed, and passed for publication, 

Cash Statement, for week ending 9th 
instant, is submitted for inspection, and 
cheques for sundry accounts are signed. 

Stag.—Mr. G. M. Hart, acting account- 
ant, is granted nine months leave of absence, 
‘on half-pay, to commence as soon after 
the annual Meeting of Ratepayers as 
convenient. 

Widening Foochow Road.—An offer by 
Messrs. Brand Bros. & Co., of a strip of 
land from lot 1,052, to admit of the widen 
ing of this road, is accepted. 

Building Regulations—Report by the 
Special Committee formed to consider and 
report on the proposed Building Regula- 
tions, is considered, and ordered to be 
published. 

Ratepayers’ Mceting.—Tnesday, the 12th 
‘March, is suggested as the most convenient 
date for holding the meeting. 

Annual Report 1877.—Dratt is submitted 
and considered. 











Smmasements, 








‘THE MIHOLOONG BALL. 

‘There has, for the last tivo or three years, 
been one grave defect about Miholoong 
Balls. Perfect in their internal arrange- 
ments, and profase in the hospitality that 
has characterised them, they have hap- 





‘pened cn rights so inclement that the mere 
Presence of go large a number of guests 
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spoke volumes for the populatity of the 
entertainment. Monday night was, in this 
respect, a decided improvement. ‘The 
inevitable storm happened, but it was 
arranged for the previous night. Had the 
Ball beon fixed for Sunday evening, ladies 
aight almost have been deterred from ful- 
filling their engagement ; but Monday, 
though cold, was clear and dry; and the 
assemblage was amongst the most numerous 
we have ever seen in the Club ball-room. 
—It has so often been our good fortune to 
admire the decorations at a Miholoong 
ball, and so often our pleasant task to 
endeavour to paint in words the results 
attained, that we feel somewhat of the 
difficulty the Committee must themselves 
experience, each year, in varying. the 
jicture. Profusion of evergreens, glitter- 
ing stars of bayonets, flags, banners, and 
shields, stands of arms, and tiers of cups 
won by members of the corps on flood and 
field, were there as usual, aiding at once the 
brillianoy of the scene and testifying to the 
characteristics and prowess of the hosts. 
‘Two decided improvements in the matter 
of lighting deserve especial notice ; one, the 
substitution of light stars for the heavy 
chandeliers which usually hang from the 
ceilings of the ball room ; and the other the 
substitution of gas jets for the rows of 
candles which were formerly used to 
illuminate the cornices. ‘The effect was to 
inerease the apparent height of the room, 
while improving the general effect by a 
more even distribution of light. The 
recent alterations in the Club building pre- 
vented the erection of the usual pavilion 
at the southern end of the landing, but 
Jadios found in an adjoining room the 
refreshments which had formerly been 
spread within its folds; while overy 
provision that ‘the most lavish hospitality 
could dictate was made on the opposite 
side, for the malo portion of the 
mests,—As was the case last year, nearly 
300 guests, of whom about 70 were ladies, 
were estimated to be present; and the 
dancing was kept up with spirit till well 
into the new day.—Of the supper it would 
be more easy to say what was not, than 
what was provided. Every resource of a 
neighbourhood not ‘deficient in variety of 
comestibles is habitually laid under con- 
tribution on these occasions, md hence 
resultsaninevitable sameness, at which how- 
ever the keenest grumbler could scarcely 
cavil.—But why attempt to say more, than 
that the Ball was the success to which the 
Miholoongs have so long accustomed us? 
Numerous guests, good music, a handsome 
ball-room, a splendid supper,—what more 
can hosts do for the enjoyment of their 
guests? 

















‘The monthly rifle competition of No. 2 
Co., $.V.C., came off on Saturday Inst, and, 
in spite of rain, twelve competitors put in 
an appearance.” Notwithstanding atmos- 
pheric drawbacks, one of which was that, 
in consequence of the rain, the bull's-eye 
could not be seen at the 500 yards’ range, and 
that the men were therefore literally firing 
“in the dark,” some good scores were 
made. ‘The euip was won by Private J. H. 
Baker. 

Appended aro the scores 
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PROPOSED BUILDING REGULATIONS. 
‘Whereas it is expedient for the health of 
the inhabitants of the Settlements at Shang- 
hai lying North of the Yang-king-pang, that 
the overcrowding of dwelling houses within 
the limits thereof should not be allowed ; and 
whereas portions of the said Settlements are 
at present occupied by Chinese houses placed 
in such close contiguity as to endanger the 
health“ of those inhabi them, as well as 
that of the occupiers of adjoining’ buil 
and whereas it is, moreover, expedient that 
due provision should be made for the proper 
drainage of such pre and the ready 
removal of offal and night-soil ; and whereas 
the spread of fires within the said limits owing 
to the close contiguity of such houses and the 
absence of due precaution has become danger- 
‘ous, not only to the properties, but to the 
lives, of those residing within the said limits, 
or being owners or lessees of Iaud or houses 
therein, BE 17 ORDERED that the following 
By-Laws intituled “Regulations for Chinese 
Houses or other Chinese Buildings with 
limits of the Forei 
North of the Yang-king-pang,” shall be added 
to and form part of the By-Laws attached 
to the Land Regulations for the aforesaid 
ts. 


















































buildings to which the follow- 
ing Regulations are intended to apply is that 
commonly known as Chinese houses, namely, 
houses built with wooden framework, with 
ally of timber, 











and having brick walls mainly a8 partition: 
and not essentially fo 

struction, 

ther 








ig & part of con- 
‘the Regulations shall apply to 
whether in occupation of natives or 
ers, and whether owners or lessees be 
se oF foreig 

the purpose of carry 
lations, the Surveyor or Surveyors of the 
Municipal Council, or the parties authorised 
by the Mani Ra Council to act in his or 
their place, shall have full power during all 
reasonable hours to enter upon any land or 
huilding occupied or intended to be occupicd 
by or as Chinese houses, for tho purpose of 
surveying same, and of taking with Tin or 
them such assistants as he or they shall thi 
necessary ; aud 












ng out these 




















led for in Article 
XXVT of the Land Regulations for the 


mie being, as prov 





Forel 
Yang 
L 


Settlements of Shanghai, North of the 


ing-pang -— 
No bease shall be ereoted upon any lot 





of land within the limits of the Settlements, 
unless the land upon which i 
b 


intended to 
ld such houses and any yard or appurten- 
ea thereof, shall have been previously 
raised as much above the centre of the crown 
of the nearest public road from which it is 
Proposed that accene to said houses ahall be 
ad, as the Surveyor of the Council sball think: 
fit for drainage purposes. 
1.—Ten clear days before commencing the 
i any dwelling house or honses, or 
the rebuilding of any houses already existing, 
for native occupation, a block plan of the lot 
of land upon which it is proposed to erect or 
rebuild suck house or houses shall be lodged 
in the office of the Survey’ he time being 
of the Municipal Council, and such block plan 
shall specify the uumber aud position of said 
house or houses, the dimensious and positions 
of alleyways or front passages, the arrange- 
ment of cook-houses or other appurtenances, 
ition of all fire-walls, as well as tho 
‘mensions of all sewers or drains 
already existing, or proposed to be constructed 
upon said lot. In case the said block plan 
shall be in conformity with the several Regula- 
tions hereinbelow more particularly described, 
the said Surveyor shall upon due examination 
grant permission to proceed with the said 
buildings as described in said block plan, and 
no alteration or deviation therefrom shall be 
ermitted unless with the consent of the aid 
urveyor first obtained ; which alteration or 
deviation shall be marked upon said block 
plan at the time of granting said permissi 
Said block plan shall he filed for reference in 
the office of the said Sarveyor, and eball be at 
all times open for inspection by any one 






















































concerned. 


TIL—In the case of its being desired to 
build any house or houses facing any public 
road or alleyway, or in caso of any such 
houses already existing being taken down for 
the purpose of being rebuilt, it shall be per- 

ble for the Municipal Council for the 
time being to direct the frontage of samo to 
be set back, or the alignment of the frontages 
of the same to be straightened or otherwise 
rectified, provided always that such compul- 
sory power shall uot he exercised in public 
roads having a clear passage way of 30 feet 
or upwards, or so as to increase thereby the 
width of avy such public rond or alleyway 
beyond thirty feet. And for the land re- 
guired for such purposes the Council shall, 
necessary, make such compensation as the 
circumstances shall require, and as is here- 
after more particularly set forth. 

1V.—No house or houses shall be built 
facing any public road or alleyway in such a 
manner that less than twelve feet clear 
passage way shall be left between it or them, 
and any building or buildings facing samo on 
the opposite side of said public road or alley- 
way, aod iu the event of any auch, public 
road or alleyway at present existing of le 
width than twelve feet, the Surveyor of the 
Council for the time being shall be authorised 
to lay out a line of frontage, having duo regard 
for the interests of all concerned, aud such 
line of frontage shall Le taken and accepted 
the true alignment, and any buildings 
subsequently erected or rebuilt shall conform 
to such line, and no compensation shall bo 
made to any owner for any land #0 required, 
provided that the road-way as #0 defined 
shall not exceed the before-mentioned width 
of twelve feet. 

YV. ~-In the case of any private alleyway or 
alleyways being required for access to any 
house or houses not facing directly on any 

or alleyway, such alleyway or 
all be of a clear width of at Teast 



















































and paved, 40 that no accumulation of rain or 
other water shall remain thereupon, 
VI.—When it is considered desirable by the 
owner or lessee of auy lot of land to erect 
thereon inore than ove block of native hou 
in depth from front to back, a clear ground. 
space of at least twelve feet shall be left in 
frout of such block between it and any building 
watever belonging fo an adjoining Bock ; but 
tl ‘ule shall e construed to extend. to 
the internal divisions of any buildi 
such coustitute oue hong or occupano} 
within brick wally and having a separate 
entrance, provided that in front of such 





























Uuilding’ or, buildings a court-yard of at least 
twelve feet in clear width have been left ; or in 
le occupancy 






area of upwards of 3, 
that at least one-fifth of the 
area shall ‘remain as an open court-y 
court-yards free from buildings of whate 
nature, In the cage of such honge facing im- 
mediately on a public road, it shall not bo 
‘compulsory to provide a court-yard in front of 
same, and a width of twelve fect out of tho 
roadway in front and extending the entire 
froutaye of such hong may be added as ite 
equivalent iu calculating, a8 above, the open 
court-yard space required. And all such open 
spaces whether made use of a8 pastages. or 
court-yards shall be well and efficiently 
drained to the satisfaction of the Surveyor 
for the time being of the Municipal Council. 
‘VIL.—No’ privy, urinal or latrine for 
general use shall be erected in any part of the 
Settlements without the sanction of the Coun- 
cil first obtained, and said privy, urinal ot 
latene shall be ‘erected in all respects in 
accordance with the directions of the Surveyor 
of the Municipal Council 
tion, drainage, ventilation and faci 
removal of soil, and shall at all times be kept 
in such state of repair as he may consider 
necessary or advisable ; and the Counci 
at iscretion order any existing 
urinal, or latrine to be closed or remo 









square fee 















































managing agent of same, and if necessary, 
in such a case may make compensation to the 
owner or lessee thereof, as the circumstances 
of the case may require. 

VILL.—For the moro effectual provention 
of the spread of fires within the Settlement 
the following precautions shall be observed 

Every separate block of houses eiall have at 
each extremity a wall of the di ns and 
description specified below. Suob wall shall 
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extend along the entire end of each block, i 
cluding verandabe, cook-houses, or other >| 
purtenances, and sll rise at least one clear 
foot above the surface of the tiling of the roofs 
on either sid 

In the case of any block of houses exceeding 
wenty-fivo feet in frontage, whether facing 
public road or any private passage, suc! 
black shall be divided by similar walle fa euch 
manner that no one division s0 made shall ex- 
coed in frontage a-venty-five feet. In the case 
of hongs or buildiogs in one occupancy #ur- 
rounded by brick walls as defined in Rule VI, 
this Rule’ shall be made capable of vari 

erimission to do a0 shall hi 

ir ipal Cow 
cil, and such reasonable precautions against the 
aptend of fires are observed as will meet in the 
opinion of the Surveyor to the Council the 
particular requirements of the case. 

‘Phe dimensions of such fire-walls shall in 
no case be lees than the following :-— 


For a single-storied houso—Basement to 
level of ground-floor, 12inches thiok of 
solid brickwork. Remainder of wall 
10 inches thick, the lower three feet of 
‘solid brickwork, the upper portion may 
be of hollow brickwork, 

For a two-storied house—Basement to 
evel of ground-floor, 15 inches thick of 

work. Walls of ground-floor, 

thick of solid” brickwork. 

Walls of upper-floor, 10 inches thick, 
but may bo of hollow brickwork. 

For a threo-storied house—Basement to 
level of ground-floor, 20 inches thick of 
solid brickwork. Wallsof ground-floor, 
15 inches thick of solid” brickwork. 
Walls of first floor, 10 inches thick of 
solid brickwork, Walls of second floor, 
10 inches thick, but may be of hollow 
brickwork. ; 


In case it is d 
walls of mati 
us concrete 































































ired to build these fire- 


hho Surveyor of the Municipal Council, who, 
jould he approve of th -d material, 





Shall lay dows such special repelations 28 to 
thicknes 


otc, as shall suit the exigencies of 






whether pi 
the soil aud locality, anda 
of the nature and di 
foundations shall, 
furnished to the Su 
Council for his approval 
erecticn or re-erection of any building. 
fire-walls shall project ten inches ‘clear Beyond 
the face of any woodwork forming the frout 
or back of any house, and shall be corbelled 
out in a aecure manner where passing the eaves 
of the roof of same, so that the face of the wall 
shall project at least six inches beyond an 
woodwork whatever forming » portion of suc 
roof. No joist, purlin, broast-summer, or 
timber of any description whatever, shall e: 
tend through avy such wall, or so that less 
than eight inches of solid brickwall be left 
between the ends of avy such timbers on 
‘opposite sides. 

Tn the event of any dispute ai 
the owner or lessee of the bui 
Surveyor, the same shall be referred to the 
‘Works’ Committee for their decision, 
















































Saw Beports. 





‘H.B.M,’s SUPREME COURT. 


Shanghai, 13th Feb. 

Before R. A. Mowat, Eeq., Acting Judge. 

_| Suatupace v, F, A. Gross, 

Piaiuthff is a tailor in the Hankow Road 
and the action was brought to recover $130, 
for goods supplied. 

Defendant said he had refused to pay on 
account of plaintiff's overcharges. He bad 
paid $105 into Court, which sum he considered 
ample to settle the claim. Prior to the Chinese 
New Year, plaintiff had expresseit his willing- 
‘ness to accept $110, but he declined to pay 
him any more than $105. 





Plaintiff now declined to accept $110, and 
said he was entitled to the full amount of his 


It was solely x question of disputed ch: 
which had to be decided, and his Lor a 
after spending about an hour and » half in 
investigating the particulars of many of the 
items in tho bills presented; gave a verdict 
for the defendant to pay $127.55, and the costs 
of the Court. 








18th Feb, 
Betore R. A. Mowat, Esq., Acting Judye, 
and 
Messrs. C. H. Nail, E. Wheeley, A. Burman, 
R. G. Brown and J. A. Hawes,—Jurors. 
cv, Messre, Lase, Cuawroup and 
Co. 
Mr. Roprssos appeared for the Piainti 
Mr. Warxewnicur represented the Defend- 
ants, 








‘This was an action to recover the value of 
a cargo of oil sold by the plaintiff to the de- 
fendante. 

‘Mr. Rosrssox, in presenting the case to 
ction was brought hy the 
a Chinaman, to recover from the 
8 the price of a cargo of vil, sold by 
jim to them, to arrive 
steamship Rajanattianuhar ; 
when they bad heard the evidence, they 
would be surprised that the defendants should 
have thought it requisite to bring the case 
into Court. When plaintiff sold the oil he had 
no personal knowledge whatever of ite quality 
or condition ; he bought it a few days before 
ho sold it to the defendants, and he let them 
have it ata small profit, and upon precisely 
the ich he himself bad 
bonght istory of the trans. 
action #0 far as the plaintiff was concerned. 
But, on the other hand, 
bbe able to show that th 
fond deal about this oil —that they 
jad been to Java, that they knew it had been 
stored in Hongkong, or at any rate that they 
know it was being loaded at Hongkou 

come to Shanghai by the Rajanattianuhar. 
Locomotion wi ficial for caryoes: 
ule thei 
suppose 
wed of it 
‘The 































































of the oil was effected inthe 

mode, through a broker named Mr. 
nd the usual notes passed hetween tlie parties, 

‘There was no dispute whatever as to the te 

of the contract, aud those terms were set out 

in the petition, which he proceeded to read, 

with ps 1g comments, 
‘The petition was as follow: 
—The 
























the Empire of China. “The defendant 
erent catryng ou the busine of Ganeral vere 
Keepers at Shanghat af read, 
"Be~Ou of about the 23nd day of Noveuber, 1677, the 
aintit wold to tho. defendants, and the defend 
ght frora the plaintiff, 12,000 casesof Devoo's Kero-te 
Oi, each caso ‘to coutaia 10 gallous of ol in two tis, to 
arrive per ne, Rojenattianuhar, fror Hongkong. 





















"BBs contract for the eid sale and parche was in 
wring, wri er were day coi te 

rand sold ote, ons of which exit notes, viz? 
flo sid aot sigued tnd approve by fa dete i 

= pomenti of the pinta, aod th nee 
‘the bought note, in Z the defendants. A 
tte copy ofthe pla to annexe. 


‘4—By tho terzas of the said coutract, the price uf the 
cil to be paid ty the defendants was two tac and 0D 
cents, Shanghai Sycen, per eats, and the defendants were 
to have the option either of taking delivery uf the aid 
fll withis one month after it was landed iu Shanghai, 
OF of taking a godowa order for the sume, a4 soon a it 
swan landed? the Sayers in tho latior cae to bo allowed 
‘One mouth's discount on the pur hase money. And it 
‘was farther provided by the ead contract that datnaget 
opas and Ieaky cen were to be lowed for by he 

‘5.—At the time of the makiug of the said contract, the 
sald. 12,000 exces of Devor's Kerosive Oil wero supposed 
by both parties to be laden on bound the i» 
Hojanattinahar, tuen on her voyage from Hongkong to 
Shanghai, and this afterwards proved to be th 

Gthe weamship,ijanailenshar arrival iv Shang. 
hai on or about the 25th day of November, 1877, that fe 
to say abont 3 dass after the making of the said contract 
referred ton the 2bd and 8rd paragraphs of this petition, 
‘With the aaid 12,000 cases Devos's Kerosine Oil cu Loaed 
there was no other Kerosine oil on beard except the 
‘aid 12,000 can beloogine tothe eid plaintif. 

7.—TThe said 12,000 cases of Devoe's Kerosine oil were 
ualaden with all couveaicat epeed and. placed in go- 
downs known as "3fuirbead’s Gedowns” at Pootung, 
‘and on or about the 2ud day of December, 1877, the 
Gefendante were informed by the plainvid that x con. 
‘iderable quantity of the cases were {ound to bo leaky 
‘Sod oil strived, and that they could Inspect the said 
‘argo at Miu rucad's Gedowns at Pootang, at which place 
‘ll Kerosie oil at this port is usually stored, 






























‘S—The defendaute did to the beat of plaintiffs know- 

information, aud belief, tuspect the auid cargo or 
part thereof, aud on the Srd day of December, 
“B77, wrote to the piaintiff a leiter declining to accept 
the tame as their purchase, alleging that it was wholly 

wmerchautable, aud unfit for shipment, 

aint’ avers that he never warranted: 
112,000 cases of oll, or any of them, should 














that the as 
‘be freo from damage, oF meteliantable oF fit for ship- 









‘ua been wold aud purchased iu bulky 
fell are found before delivery 





result haa proved, after 

‘he leaky cares, to be that thero Were ahd aro 

10,193 eases of Devoe's Kerosiue Oi, eaeh coutaining 10 
hiug out of the'12,000 eases, of oll 

vaily laden ou board the ss. Re 

the voyage from Hongkong to Shang 

the coutrset mentioned in the 2nd ant 














fd paragraphs of 











tls pet eluded, 
(The plaintit has tendered to the sald defendants 
slivery of tie said 10,:99 eases of Detov's Kerosine Oil, 


Scie eady see wilt todetver thu sate au any as 
savas tie pie hte, Tanai ip 
fcodauta fot pafaeat of th ies of the 2 
Ques of wil ut: tho defeniaute have. neither talen 
tile tte at 0208 cases ofl bor oeed to pay 
Kegel ot themaoe 
rucued to thle petition i a atatenent of the 
fthapitatifs demand , 
at from the daendantsof 
it Spr, re an Se 
therefore pa 
ia the defetants ty bo ordre to pay forth 
tists thowanrof heaped tie 2685 aad 
Tier teu ater the tte of Hh OY po anbam, 
together ite the enges incurred ty U's 
ince el 009 cane of lt foe the Slot day of 
Deer tna nl the dat of ppt of he 
thie hw Decodants tiny be dcrel to pay to tho 
pistol te ete tia sa 
sti the pant? tay have auch further or ther 
rellotan the usar of the ee tay ral 
Mr. Roprxsoy had explained, in reading 
the peti that defendanty’ in their 
auswer admitted the statements in the first 
five paragraphs, and also the statements 
in the sixth and seventh paragraphs, with 
the exception that they pleaded the Ra- 
janattianuhar é arrive with 12,000 
full cases of kerosine oil. ‘hey did’ not 
deny that 12,000 cases were unloaded, but 
they alleged that they were not all full of 
keresine oil. Upon this point he would at 
once say that it was not contended, 
on the part of the plaintiff, that 12,000 full 
cases of oil had been landed or tendered, The 
contract did not contemplate that there should. 
le 12,000 full eaves, but expressly stipulated for 
leakages. ‘Therefore, 
that plea, on the part of 
simply that the contract never contemplated 
that there should be 12,000 full cases delivered 5 
and on that ground the defendants’ plea was 
immaterial to’ the question of their liabili 
With this exception, the defendants admitted. 
the first eight paragraphs in the petition ; 
there was, in fact, little dispute upon the 
general facts of the case, It was on the 
atater in the ninth paragrach that isme 
was joined 5 and in it plaintiff averred that 
he never warranted that the 12,000 cas 
of oil or any of them should’ be free 
from damaye, oF merchantable, or fit for ship- 
which was really the issue to be deter- 
With reference to the + inth paras 
aph of the petition, defendants replied that 
it was al lied term in their contract 
with the plaintiff, that the 12,000 cases of oil, 
which they had contracted to buy, #he 
rketable,” 
Ave statements in the 10th ps 
aph, leaving them to be proved, and admit. 
i the trath of the allegations in the eleventh. 
and twelfth paragraphs. ‘The last two paras 
hs of the defendants’ answer, which Mr, 
read fully, were as follows :-— 
GeThe defendants in answer tothe pelos, further 
soy Gan ant tine bine the teking a the onttoes 
Ievtivned {the petition, has the platwtiff beeu able te 
Prados hs pat thera tla souls das he ober 
Et dafeddans the 1200 aves of oll when te 
Sutractel bay. The tat did ofr to thee 
{hts oartain cave and thd sutaitag of, bat bes 
fececrboly cuestesile sed rea oer a 

























































































































































the defendants are inforined aud believe, to their hating 
‘been shipped in bad order and condition at Hongkong. 

6—Lastly, the defoudants Weny that the plaintiff ne 
suffered daunage from auy act or default of the defendanta, 


itis Lonvsuty thought it might be well for 
the Jury to understand that the 10,798 cases 
tendered to the defendant, were only two short 
of being nine-tenths of the number mentioned 
in the contract. 

Mr. Ropixsos said it would now be con- 











m to cite authorities on the 
points raised iu the petition aud answer. In 
the first place, the ouly two couditions which 
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wero necessary to be fulfilled to make the 
bargain between the plaintiff and the defend- 
ants complete, were—first, that the steam- 
ship Rajanattianulr should arrive at Shang- 
hai; and, secondly, that she should have on 
board 12,000 cases of oil. As an authority 
for that, he cited Benjamin's book on 
Contracts of Sale, first edition, page 436, (the 
Chapter on Conditions) If the Rejanotiane 
har had not arrived, or had she arrived having 
ily of the oil, there would 
rgain or sale’ bet 
but the moment she did arri 
12,000 cases of oil on beard, the sale 
was completed, and plaintiff was bound to 
deliver, and defendants were bound to accept, 
the cargo of oil in accordance with the terms 
of the contract, Another case on that point 
was Heyworth v. Hutchinsons, 36 LJ. 
Queen's Bench, page 270. Tho, defendants 
‘wore bound to take delivery, and if they were 
not satisfied, their remedy’ was to sue upon 
tho agreement for an allowance, or plead the 
inferiority of the article tendered in reduction 
of the price, an all 
) ance bad been tendered for damaged and 
eal, and it would be for the Jury 
to decide whether that allowance was ® 
reasonable one or not, The material item 
in this particular contract was to be 
found at the end of it, Generally he 
(Mr. Robinson) bad already explained its 
terms to the Jury, and from the copy he 
would now band them, it would be veen that 































































in tho printed form there were the words, 
“N.B,—Di oats to be rejected.” It 
would bi reference to this that before 
the parties signed the contract, they stcuck 
out “rejected” and substituted, in writiny, 
“damaged and leaky cases to be allowed 





for in gadown,” evidence would show 
that @ contract in that particular form 
wa ® very uncommon one; the ordinary 
+ form was for the soller to seil the oil with 
the damaged cases to bo rejected, or with » 
clauso that tho cases should be in good con- 
dition, but it was very seldom th 
a distinct stipulation that thero 
allo for damaged and leaky cases 
in this instance, Both parties knew no 
doubt what they wero doing when they 
agreed to that stipulation, Defendants ap- 
peared to have hai some knowledge of the 
cargo they were purchasing, and plaintiff had 
been careful to sell on the same conditions 
under which he bought; and they had ex- 
presly struck out the power which the de- 
fendante would otherwise have had 
ordinary course of things to reject d 
tuted a distinct sti 
ce for them was 
tanding this, 
wished to claim a right to reject the 
cargo, but they were plainly precluded from 
taking that "course by the alter. 
mado in the printed form of the coritract, 
‘Tho grounds upon which they claimed a right 
to reject the cargo were, that it wasnot saleable 
. In a letter on the Sed 
December, written by the defendants to the 
plainti, they say "We beg to return you 
jodown receipt for A & Z, 5,000 cases 
ine oil, and have to inform you that 
alter examination, we cannot accept samo as 
‘our purchase, the cargo being wholly damaged, 
unmerchantable, and unfit for shipment. ‘This 
oil has been sold to arrive in Japan, and to 
convey the cargo there, we have chartered 
the Hedvig, which vessel was to have begun 
Joading to-morrow moi fore, 
now beg to inform you you are 
prepared to deliver to us to-morrow morning, 
merchun itable for tranship- 
mont, we wil responsible for all 
‘consequences y that letter deiendants’ 
raised two other points of defence, 
which they hat not taken up in their 
answer, namely, that the cargo was wholly 
damaged, ond unfit for shipment, In the 
answer ‘it was pleaded that it was 
contracted that the oil should be saleable 
and merchantable, and nothing was said about 
its being wholly damaged and unfit for ship- 
the practice of the Court, however, be 
‘was competent for the defendants 
now to set up the defence that it was wholly 
damaged and unfit for shipment, and if it was 
his learned friend’s (Mr, Wainewright’s) 
tention to do #0, he should like to be told s0, 
to enable him to reply. 
Mr, WainewricuT said his defence was 
that the oil was not merchantablo—that it 
could not be dealt with in the ordinary course 

































































































of trade. He had not pleaded in his answer 
that it was wholly damaged and unGt for 
shipment, because he concluded that the 
plaintiff ‘was ignorant of the purposes for 
which it was bought by the defendants; but 
it was no uncommon thing for oil to come to 
Shanghai and be shipped off to other places. 

Ais Lonpsure asked whether there was any 
dispute in regard to the quality of the oil it- 
self, or whether the difficulty arose from the 
condition of the cases, 

‘Mr. Warvewnicar replied that the quality 
of the oil was all right so far as he was in- 
formed. 

Mr. Roprssow said bis clients had heard 
no objection offered to the quality of the oil, 
and went on to eay that whether the oil was 
saleable and merchantable would have to 
be decided by the Jury. Defendants had 
further eaid that it was wholly damaged and 
unfit for shipment, because the cases, in which 
the oil was packed, were not in good condi- 
tion, That was their contention. ‘I'he reply to 
that on bebalf of the plaintiff was that the con- 
tract did not pretend to say the cargo would 
not be damaged, What it did say was this, It 
expressly stated that if there were any 
damaged or leaky cases, an allowance was to 
be made for them ; but there was no power 
for the defendants’ to reject them. The 
parties bad plaiuly contracted with the 

ibility—demaged and 
ibility had taken place, 
red what he cor 























oil not being fit for shipment, the plaintiff 
could not kuow for what purposes defendants 
purchased the oil. That did not concern the 
plaintiff iu any way ; and, besides, there 
ho warranty whatever in the contract tat it 
should be fit for shipment. He (Mr. Robinson) 
thought the Court and the Jury would agree 
with him that, looking at the terms of the 
agreement, the proper course for the defend. 
to have taken, baving agreed to pur- 
chase certain quantity of cargo to arrive, and 
that cargo being here, and they finding 
with it on account of the damaged state of 
the cases, and being dissatiafied with the plain- 
tiffs allowance—an allowance quite equal to 
any other made under similar circumstances 
—that they should have paid into Court the 
amount they considered themselves liable to 
pay. That would seem to bea reasonablecourse 
for them to have adopted, much more so than 
they had adopted, by which, not- 
reading of the contract, 


to damages for the non-delivery of 12,000 full 
cases of oil—a thing never contemplated. 
He (Mfr. Robinson) then returned to tho 
points raised in defence by the answer ; first, 
that thore was an implied term in the con: 
tract that the defendants should receive 
12,000 cate of oil in s saleable and mer- 
chantable condition. In answer to that asser- 
tion, he, in addi had 

urged on the poiat, would add th 
‘ould be no implied terms in any contract 
upon a matter expressly provided for by 
that contract. The rule was perfectly clear ex- 
‘pressum facit cessare facitum- were not at 
liberty to extend an expr agreement 
by implication. On this point he would 
refer the Court to. Benjamin on Sale, lst 
gaition, tho. chapter, on marranty, page 
491, and the case of Dickson v, Zizinia, 20L.1., 
C.B., page 72. Having read and expatiated 
on these authe , he went on to that 


































































‘what was at the bottom of the present case was 
that the plaintiff contracted to sell oil ; he did 
not contract to aell cases. Plaintiff contracted 

and 





to supply the defendant with certain o 
had supplied them with it, or at least it had 
been offered to them ; and he believed it was 
beyond all power of dispute that if it had 
been put in perfectly clean cases there would 
not have been a shadow of reason for any 
allowance to be made by the plaintiff or for tho 
defendanta to reject them. It was entirely the 
cases they objected to, not the oil in them, 
and it was not admiasable to them toraise any 
implied term in the contract with regard to 
the cases, when the parties had expressly c 

tracted aa to what should be done ifa certain 
thing occurred, namely, if any of the cases 
were damaged or leaky. To ehow that the 
cases had nothing to do with the oil they 
coutained, he cited the case of Gower v. Van 
Dedolzen, 3 Bingham, page 717. Mr. Robinson 














thought be now adduced sufficient to 
show that there could not be an implied term 


in the contract for the oil to be saleable aud 
merchantable, hut he had another answer to 
urge to that plea of defence, and it was, that 
it was uvtrue in fact, which would be proved 
by the evidence hie should produce, Another 
point raised in the answer to the petition was, 
that the plaintiff was never ablo and never 
did tender to the defendants 12,000 cases 
of oil, which they contracted to buy fro 
him, ' The plaintiff's answer to that w: 
imple. It was obvious from the 
contract that he never contracted to deliver 
to the defendants 12,000 full cases of oil. Ou 
the contrary, it was clearly understood from 
the written stipulation in the contract 
that leaky cases were to be allowed 
for, and that 12,000 cases might not be de- 
livered. ‘The parties contemplated — that 
there would be leaky cases, and introduced 
the most definite stipulation in regard to 
them into the contract to meet that contin- 
gency ; therefore, when the total number of 
‘cases was 12,000, it was obvious that the plain- 
tiff never undertook absolutely to deliver 
the whole of that number. He then alluded 
to the practice in the oil trade of filling up 
tins which had leaked during a passage, #0 a8 
to compete the quantity of ten gallonsin enc 
tin, and argued that this process was quite 
common and did not deteriorate the value of 
the oil in the least, Ho then cited the oa 
of Lucas v. Bristow, reported in 27 LJ. 
Queen's bench, page 364; where one-fifth of 
the cargo contracted for was held to be a.com: 
ith the contract ; aud then passed on 
the reason that had led him to say 
Jht the Jury would bo surprised that 
the caso had been allowed to como into Court, 
The Jury would remember that in the let- 
ter of tho Sed Decembor, defendants anid that 
they rejected the oil because it was unfit for 
shipment; they had sold it to arrive in Japan, 
and had chartered the Hedvig to take it there, 
rested that merchantable cargo, 
jor transhipment, should be di 
red _to them the next day, othery 
plaintiff would be held responsible for 
consequences. Now, he should be able to 
rove that the plaintiff agreed to give 
Gefendant 12,000 clean cases of oil, and that, 
‘on the Sth Dec,, plaintiffs broker tovk to Mr. 
‘Wilson, of Messrs, Lane, Crawford and Co, 
godown order for 12,600 clean cases; and 
that thereapon Mr, Wilson gave orders to 









































































his compradore to go and inspect the 
oil, which was then in Messrs, Boyd and 
odown at Pootun, was firat 

Mr. Wilson accepted the 


12,000 clean cases of oil, but about half. 
past one o'clock the godown order was re. 
turned by him, and when he was re- 
monstrated with by plaintiff's broker for 
going back on his word, Mr, Wilson said 
that he had changed hia mind and that he did 
not intend to be undersold hy the Chinese, It 
Mr. Wilson had wanted to send 12,000 cases of 












oil to Japan by the Hedvig, they were there ou 
the 5th of December for bim to send; and as 
he did not then take delivery, it was to be 





inferred that he had no bond fide intention to 
ship to Japan, but that he was anxious to 
get rid of the contract the best way he could, 
Tn conclusion, he said he should prove that 
fajanattianuhar arrived with 12,000 case 
of oil which were placed in the godown at 
Pootung. Out of those 12,000 cases, 5,150 were 
still there in the samo state in which they were 
taken out of the steamer, The remainder were 
filled up out of each other, and produced 5,648 
full cases of oil, making the total of 10,798, 
which were tendered to the defendants aud 
they refused to take delivery of them. An 
allowance for the leaky caska had’ been 
tenilered to the defendants’, and i fied 
the Court that that allowance w 

reasonable one, he maintained that he was 
entitled, under the contract ait stands, to 
tho judgment of the Court for the full 
amount claimed, together with the expenses 
of storage and interest. 

Evidence was then taken, 

Auzx. Bruesup, sworn, deposed—I am an 
auctioneer and general broker in Shanghai. I 
have frequently bought and sold kerosine oil 
in this port, both in the market and toarrive, 
Kerosive oil is generally packed in cases made 
with wood and containing two tin cases, each 
holding five gallons, and weighing altogether 
G5 lbs, It is the practice to stipulate as to 
the state of the casos. In some contracts we 
make a provision for cases in good order or 


















































condition or damaged. ‘The general rule is to 
ey in the contract, a0 mauy cases of kerosine 
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oil in good order and condition. ‘That is the 
general ralo in wording acontract, and then to 
say at the bottom of the contract that damaged 
‘goods are to be rejected. 

No Rosrysox—That is to enable the 


are not in good 








pure! ror to reject such 
ord. and condition. 

His Lorpsute—There is nothing in this 
coniract about good order and condition. The 
‘witness says it is the general rule to provide 
that the cases shall be deliverod in good order 
and condition, aud then to add a further con- 
dition that damaged goods are to be rejected. 

‘The contract in thie case was here shown to 
the witnes 

‘Wituess resumed—This isan ordinary form 
of contract, apart from the written alteration 
inthis case, We should add in some iustanc 
damaged goods to he rejected. 

Mr. Roninsox—Theso contracts are made in 
all sorts of ways. Lhave about fifteen of them 
here to show it. (Original contract here put 
in, and copy handed to jury.) 

‘Witness resumed—I have seen contracts in 
which it is stipulated simply that damaged 

ols shall le returned, without anything 
Being said about good order and condition, In 
the present case, [ consider it an unusual 
contract as now altered ; but I have done the 
¢ thing in other instances. I concluded 
this contract with Mr. Wilson himself. At 
the time I concluded it, I knew nothing about 
the cargo, except that it was to come from 
Hongkong. I bought this very same cargo 
from Messrs, Melchera ani Co., and resold it 
ata small profit to defendants, From what 

assed between Mr. Wilson and myself, when 
¢ signed this contract, Ido not know whether 
he knew anything about the cargo. A day or 
two afterwards, ho said he knew, or had heard 
(Lforget which), that this oil had been in Java 
for along time, and lind afterwards been sent 
to be stored ia Hongkon; 

Wilson anid this, i 
‘steamor was com 
jed, I had occasion to 
‘Wilson as to its state. I went there several 
times, Tho plaiutiff showed me a letter be 
had received from the d on the 
Brd December, 187 Plaintiff also showed 
mo a letter from the defendants, of the 4th 
December. 

Mr, topnNson read the two letters, the first 
of which ia given above, the second 
follows :— 

Dear Sir,—Referring to our letter of yes- 
terday’s date, we beg to inform you tt 
having failed 'to supply us with 12,000 cases 
oil, aud not 1g nutified us you were pre- 
pared to delivor in terms of contract, we have 
supplied ourselves with other oil, and now beg 
to land you Draft note for difference between 
rate of purchase and market rate of the day. 

In support of our statement that the cargo 
in unmerchantable, we called two experienced 
shipping and kerosine brokers to survey the 
id their report we now enclose. 

enough, therefore, to hand us cheque 
3,600, a8 failing which we will tak 
ay be necessary to enforce pay- 
yours truly, 
‘Lang, Crawgorp & Co. 

‘Witness resumed—In consequence of these 
otters, I aaw Mr. Wilson and tried to arrange 
matters. Ou the 4th December 1 made an 
arrangement with Mr, Wilson that Ching- 
foong should give him 12,000 new cases, in- 
stead of this damaged whe godown 
order for the oil was to be handed to him the 
next day at twelve o'clock. On the 5th 
December I went with plaintiff about ten 
o'clock in the morning, and saw Mr, Wilson. 
T gave him a Chinese godown order for 12,000 
cases of Kerosine oil, lees, I believe, two per 
cent. for damaged cases, on Messrs. Boyd and 
Co,," of Pootung. ‘The previous day, Mr. 
Wilton agreed to, the number of damaged 
cases he would “take. I am not sure 
whether it was two or three per cent. 
When I gave the godown order to Mr. 
Wilson on the morning of the 5th Deo., he 
gave it in my presence to his compradore, and 
told him to go to Pootung and inspect the oil. 
He also told Ching-foong that he could be 
paid for this oil at two or three o'clock on the 
afteruoon of the same day, if it was in order. 
Lsaw plaintiff again about 1.30 on the 5th. 
Ho came to me, with au order from Messrs, 
Boyd and Co., which he said had been re- 
fosed by Mr. "Wilson. It was an order for 
‘the delivery of these 12,000 cages, Plaintiff 
told me that Mr. Wilson had refused them. 
Tn consequence of that, I went to Mr. Wilson 






























































iginto port. After th 






































































in company with the plaintiff. That was 
about two o'clock. Mr. Wilson told me 
that he was not going to take this oil, 
asit was aot in the godowa, I showed i 
the order from Messrs. Boyd & Co., which 
stated that it was there, in their godown. 
Mr. Wilson replied that he would not receive 
the oil and that he would not be undersold— 
I believe he used the word “fooled"—by 
Chinese, I believe he did say “fooled.” He 
also said he hail changed his mind, and would 
not take the oil. At the time defeniants 
bought this oil of me, the market was firm. I 
ain in a position to say that defendants are 
large holiers—Witness’s attention was here 
directed to the sample cases in Court, and in 
ly toa question, he said—I do not know 
whether these came from the same I 

Mr. Rowixsoy said three of the six cases 
produced in Court were supposed to be 
part of the lot 5,150, which had not been 
touched. ‘The other three would be epoken 
to by Mr, Haskell as being fair samples of the 
5,648 lot, which had been refilled. 5,150 
lot did not require refilling, and were simply 
stored in the godown. 

Witness resumed—Looking at those 






































cases, I think they could be sold by private 
euntract iu Shanghai, The price would 
depend a good deal on the state of the market 
generally. 





By Mr. Warsgwricut—I have never 
couuited the number of my previous transac- 
tions in kerosine oil. I think L have had 
about half-a-dozen, “The form of contract 

roduced, 80 far as the footnote is concern 
is an unusual one, My reason for altering 
tho wording in this case was partly to secure 
my own comission, if defendants had wished 
to throw over their contract ; and partly to 
protect the Chineso for the same reason—to 
make it, in fact, that the purchaser could not 
throw over his contrs I do not remember 
Lealled Mr. on’s attention to the 
jon when he 
5th December, I gs down 
order for 12,000 casea of kerosine oil. In- 
cluded in ‘that 12,000 Mr. Wileon bad 
to take two per ceut. of oil-stained cases 
—240 oil-stained cases, I do not know 
why the two per cent. was fixed upon. 
Mr. Wilson, I believe, eaid that that was the 
usual per centage allowed for } I 
did not know what ship these 1! 
wero landed from. I was concerned, as 
broker, in buying this oil from Messrs, 
Melchers and Co. I mean the Rajanattianu- 
har's oil. The contract price was Tis. 2.40 
and Tis. 2.50 per case. ‘There were two 
prices. I cannot tell to how many cases 
the Tia, 2.50 applied, without reference to 
my books. I think to about half the whole 
number, (Witness afterwards said—I be 
there were 10,000 cases at Tis. 2.50 a1 
2,000 at ‘Tle. 2.40; but I cannot exactly 










































remember.) I am not even sure about the 
prices. I believe those I have named were 
the prices. terma of purchase from 





Mesara, Melchers and Co. are pri 
Mr. Warxwntonr pressed the witness for 
an answer as to the terms of purchase from 








properly declined to a 
Mr. WarNewnranr 8 

aust appeal to the Court 
i 


in that case he 


nosuTP aaid he had no means of com- 
pelling the witness to answer. 

‘Mr, Watnewniont—If a witness does not 
answer, he is guilty of contempt of Court. 

His Lorpsmir repeated that if the witness 
did not choose to answer, he could not compel 
him, as witness, not being a British subject, 
was not under the jurisdiction of the Court. 

‘Mr. Roptxsox said Mr. Wainewright could 
get the information from some one elec. 

Mr. Warvewnicut said he had yet to learn 
that a broker was pri |. If the witness 
had been a British subject, it would ha 
been different. 

Witness resamed—The oil in question could 
be sold as cargo. Under certain circum: 
stances, I could get top prices for it. If 
there was at the same time good clean oil 
cargo from New York in the market, I donot 
think [ could get top market price for this 
oil. think I could get within ten cents of 
the market price for it now. I believe I 
could get Tis, 2.40 per case for it now. ‘That 
is, I think, for all of it. When I made the 
contract with Mr. Wilson, I did not give 
to understand, or say anything to lead him 



























to suppose in any way, that #l 
likely to be unusually damaged. 

Re-examined by Mr. Rostxsox—In the 
course of my business as a broker, I Lave had 
half-a-dozen traneactions of my own in kero- 
sine oil ; and have had some for other people. 
I have also seen very many contracts for 





cargo was 














kkerosine oil, since this case was, commenced. 
‘There ie no doubt whatever that the altera- 
tion in writing at the foot of the contract was 





made when Mr. Wilson signed it. He took a 
very long time to sign it, and ought to hai 
renil it, if he did not do 0. If the mark 
» oF was not otherwise 








well as any other. 

By the Jury—The alteration in this present: 
contract was, in the beginning, proposed by 
Messrs, Melchers and Co. 

Mr. Rosinsox—And it was presented to 
Mr, Wilson in that state? 

Witness—Yes, 

By the Juny—Menars, Melchers & Co, had 
nothing to do with this contract. ‘The altere 
ation liad been suggested hy them befor 
‘The changed order for 12,000 cases was de- 
livered by noon on the Sth December. It was 
not apeially named as to what ship they eame 




















By his Loxpsmrr—The stipulation at the 
foot of the contract is identically the sane ag 
avggested by Messrs, Melchers & Co. 

by tho Jury It was stipulated that the 
golown order only should be delivered by 
oon on the Sth Drcember—not the cases, 

The closed the wit examination ; and 
it being now twelve o'clock the Court ad- 
journed till two.—Upon resuming, 

Sux-Kow deposed (through Char-gnoker, 
who acted ns interpreter) —I have been godown- 

Boyd and Co, at Pootuny 
T have been there ever since 
tho goiowus were erected. I produce my g 
down book. In November Inst, I took delivery 
‘of 12,000 cases of kerosino out of the steamer 
attianuhar. There were brought. bj 
luck an Co's cargo boats, They arrive 
in different cargo boats from Novembor 27th to 
Decowber 4th, both inclusive. Of those 12,000 
5,150 cases were sound, and 6,648 were 
‘Phere were 1,202 1 
ny that that 1,202 
ng the 5,648. Nothing 
in Boyd and Co.’s yodown to the 5,150 sound 




































cases. In the remaining 6,850 cases, ther 
‘more or less of o '6,850 cases produc 
5,848 full cases, [showed the whole of this 





cargo of oil to Mr, Haskell on the 16th inst, 
‘The 5,150 cases and the 5,648 caves are kept 
in different godowns. I delivered to Mr. 
Haskell on that day three sound cases and 
three which had been refilled. (Witness 


pointed out from the 6 cases in Court, tho 
thre 


sound ones and the three which had 
refilled.) Nothiog whatever has beon 
to the sound ones. When cases aro 
Drought into the godown leaky, the practic 
to pile them in one place, and when 
they get to a sufficiently large number we 
refill them, ‘The refilling in thie caso was 
begun on the afternoon of the 27th November, 
and finished on the 10th December. I re- 
member Mesers, Haskell and Exstlack com- 
ing to examine thie cargo together on or about 
the7th December, 1 have no note of it in m 
book. They only came once that I know of. 
I showed them the cxrgo of the Rajanattianu- 
har, remember tho ship Star of the West, 
which was laden with oil. Ihave the part 
culars in my book. She brought 19,988 cases, 
Lreceived them into the godown. Of th: 
9,180 ca leaky 5 950 cases re 
eiupty after refilling. ‘The refilling was done 
in the same way as in this case, ‘The con- 
dition of the cases in the cargo uf the Star of 
the West was that they were all dainaged, 
‘They were “blackish” from leaky cases and 
the ship being londetl with coals at bottom. The 
cases of the Slar uf the West were blacker 






































than in this case. I do not know how 
that cargo was sold. [remember Lane, Craw 
ford & Co.’s compradore coming to examine 





some cargo of the Golden State. It was about 
9.30 in the morning of the 5th December. 
Tam sure it was at that time. ‘The cargo 
belonged to Ching-foong. ‘There were 12,000 
canes of the Golden State's cargo. Of that 
number 11,405 oases were then in Boyd 
&Co.’s yolown, ‘Tho other 595 were in the 
‘cargo-boats alongside the jetty. ‘Those 595 
cases were put into the gadown about II 
o'clock. It was 9.30 when I showed the 
‘compradore the cargo. He brought a Chinose 
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odown order with him, ‘The order was iseued 
3 Ching-foong. Supposing Ta’-vhing had 
wanted delivery of 12,000 cases out of the 
Golden State on the 5th December, they could 
not have had them. ‘The largest number of 
casos I remember delivered in one day is 
5,000. ‘There were 12,000 cases. ex Golden 
‘Slate in Boyd & Co.’s godown before noon on 
the Sth December. The cost of refiling and 
soldering kerosiue oil, per case of tio tins, 
is 5 candareet 

case from ship is J of a candareen, 
of rent and landing coolies for oi 
12,000 cases is ‘Tis, 90. That 




















‘Phe cost of delivery per 
‘The cost 








in 
‘Te. 26,000 worth of kerosine for one mouth, 
‘When Lane, Crawford & Co.'s compradore in. 
spected the cargo of the Golden State, he did 
not say anything as te its condition, ' It was 
suitable for shipment, 

‘Mr, WalNewricutT—Besides the cargo 
of the Siar of the Mest, I have veen other 
cargo in as had condition—the cargo of the 
ship Corea, When I told you om Saturday 
that Thad never seen any eargo a0 bail ns that 
of the Star of the West, Lhad not referred to 
ny books, I put dows 
of all vargoes I receive, 
cargo of the Rajanattianuh 
the numbers of wound 
given.) ‘There is 





















und cares (a8 
: vothing more than 
jgures in my book. Ax to the Corea's 





Lentered that there were 1,186 leaky 
33 emply cases 

enryo of th 

jed in very bad 
many leaky cases, 








ih 
ion, L noticed a g 
Lconsider the cargo that 
of the Rujanattianuhur ia good, be 
cases have. beet retlll. { thtuk the enses 
are now good for carrying about. 1 told you 
on Friday last that I could not gi 
“that the keep fr 
in the yedown.” ‘There were about 
employed in tinkering up these cases every 
day in the godown, besides about 20 coolien, 
The coolies were employed opening aud retill- 
ing the cases, ‘There ‘were altogether about 
40 men employed at this work, f+ 
her to the 10th December. When the 
Rojanattianulg's cargo was brought on mh 
there were some canes empty, but do 
remember how many, 1 know some cargo 
wan shipped from Boyd & Co.'s go 
hoard a vessel for ane, Crawford 
delivered some cargo '(oil) belo 
Ta-shing, on the 4th of Decembi 
Aelivery began about 6 or 7 o'clock in the 
morning. I dolivered it into several caryo- 
Boats, “I delivered 5,000 cases on that 
day, aud on the 5th, another 5,000 cases, 
Tam vot connected in business with 
Ching-foong. I never sell vil for Ching-foong. 

Re-exaiined by Mr. Rowixsos—It is fro- 
quently the case that ail cargo (oil) good or 
Dad, stored in a yodown, is liable to leak. 
T saw some cases from the Rujunatiiannhar’s 
cargo, in which there was uo oil atall. ‘There 
were about 200 cawew empty. ‘The oil delivered 
for Ta-shing on th December had heen 
standing in the godown since 25th September, 




































































1877. 
G. WV, Hay was next called, and deposed— 
Iam in the employ of Messre, Boyd and Co, 





of Pootung, and sign the firm, 
of the storage of kerosine oil—not special 
charge, but it comes in my business, Ou the 
5th December, 1877, 1 issued a yodown order 
to Ching-foong, which produce. (Order put 
in,” It authorised the delivery of 12,000 cases 
of kerosine oil, ex ship Golden State.) Lhauded 
this order to Ching-fvoug at about 11.30 
o'clock, or it might have been a little Inter. 
It was before tiffin, ‘The godown man had 
reported to me that there were 12,000 cases 
of kerosine oil in the godown, Ou the after- 
noon of the eame day, the Sth December, I 
received a letter from Mr. Wilson, 

Letter produced, and read, as follows : 

My Dear Hay,—You granted  godown 
order to Chin-foong this morning for 12,000 
cases oil, and 1 sent to the godowns to 
examine it ; but your godown man enya itis 
not there, When will it be there, as they 
want me to examine it as parb of wy 
purchase.—Yours truly, 


Lhave charge 























Jonx Witsox. 
Mr, Ronwsoy said he would draw the 
attention of the Jury to the fact that, hy this 
etter, Mr, Wilson was aware that the godowa. 










order for the delivery of 12,000 cases of 
Kerosine had been issued. 

Witness resumed—I answered that letter 
in Mr. Wilson's chit-book. I wrote “O.K., 
your mau has examined it,” or words to that 
‘effect. 

Mr. Ronixsos asked Mr. Wainewright if 
he would produce the chit-book ? 

‘Mr. Watsewnicur replied that he had 
not got it. 

Mr. Rostssow thought it would be more 
satisfactory to all parties if the chit-book 
were prodaced. 

Mr. Warvewircur said this bad taken him 
;, and he should hereafter have 

i the Jury to it, The 
nil the answer to it in the 
Look liad nothing to do with the contract 
in dispute, but to another cargo of oil which 
they kuew nothing about. "He (tr, Waine 
wright) sulmitted that that letter and auswer 
had nothing whatever to do with this case, 
which was simply a question whether defend- 
ants were obliged to take the cargo of the 
Rajanattianukar. ‘That question had nothing 
todo with the cargo of the Golden State, 
and it seemed to him a waste of time to go 
into such sletail 






























Dstt? would not refuse to receive 
much had been given 





poin 
Mr. WarseweicuT—We will produce the 
chit-book, 

Mr. Hourxsoy—That will be satisfactory 
to all partis 

Wituess's examination reeumed—In answer 
ay reply in the chit-book, I rect 
dnote from Br, Wilson, ‘on the 
afternoon, 

Note produced, and read, as follows 
Dear Hay,—l wer my chit, ar the 

og put in. {tis a matter 
mtantiated whether 12,000 cases were 
there or uot this morning. My sbroff came 
hack and said your man said cargo was in 
course of landing, while others said it was 
there, want to know the trath, as on it 

ingos # tale (or tael.)-—Yours truly, 
Joux Winsoy, 

Witness resumed —To that note, I replied, 
“When youe compradore applied for ex: 
nui they had, I believe, still 1,000 
enses of the 12,000 "to land. ‘the lot “has 
since been examined by your man, previous 
tw my note in your chit book.” ” If La 
Crawlord & Co. had applied for the 
livery of the 12,000 cases of oil, the cases 
would have be on that day—if 
there had been tims, the whole would have 
been delivered. (Two godown orders we 
here shown to’ witne hese orde! 
he went um to say, 
Rajanattianukar. We ha 
in our yodlown, lees the i 
Court, “Lhe cost for storage payable by 
Ching-foong is half a tael cent per case per 
ninth. I think that is the rate. In round 
numbers, it amounts to about Tis. 50 per 
mouth. 

Mr. Rontssox said he bad suggested that Mr, 
Wilson should go in company with Mr. Has- 
kel, aud select some of the worst samples of 
cases ; while Mr. Haskell should select 
of the Lest. ‘This suggestion was, how 
declined by Mr. Wileon. 

Crossexamined by Mr. Watsewatcut 
Tid not kuow that all the cases were landed 
when I signed the godown order. When I 
say that Lane, Crawford & Co. could have got 
delivery of the Golden Stute enrgoon that day, 
L trasted to the revort made by the godown 
man tome. Ldid not go to see what cargo 
was in the godown, 

FE. Haskett deposed—I am manager in 
Shanghai of the China and Japan Trading 
Company, and have dealt largely in kerosia 
oil, both with natives and foreigners. [have 
sold oil to arrive here, Kerosine oil is usually 
packed in wooden cases containing two tin 
cases holding five gallons each, and weighing 
G5-lbs, net. ‘The cases are usually marked 
It is customary nghai to stipulate for 
the condition of the caves. In nearly every 

, the 
there 














































































































ral wording is, “Cases to be in 
good orier and condition.” Others have tt 











“damaged cases to be rejected, 
contract in the present caso was here 
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shown to witness, and his attention wa 
drawn to the stipulation at the foot of it) 
He ssid—According to my experience, the 
stipulation at the foot of it, “damaged case 
to be allowed for”—the ‘word “rejected 
beiug struck out—I have never seen one like 
it before, to my knowledge. It is the practice 
when cases leak, to refill those cas 
to make them full weight. The tin cases 
are resoldered, snd the wooden cases then 
fastened down again, When the tins are 
refilled, aud the wooden cases are not bad! 
stained with the oil, they would pass wit 
other cargo. Ihave never known an instance 
where such cases did not past, Supposing 
the cases are badly stained, there might be a 
Howauce, but it might 
arket is very good. I 
had a claim made upoa MM; 
experience has been that I have 
acclaim, uor have Thad to deal with cargo 
respecting which there las been a claim, 

By his Loxpsuir—I know tins are some: 
refilled. ‘That has occurred in my 
business. 

By Mr, Rosixsox—Even in those instances, 
Thavo never hada claim made upon me. 

Witness resumed—Supposing tins refilled 
to contain ten gallons of good oil, and the 
wooden cases to be oil stained, euch ons 
would in my opi 
That is my opinion. 
doubt about it, If the wooden cases w 
very badly stained, they would be eold at a 
reduction in price—if not, without reduction, 
‘The price would depend upon the state of 
the warket. I selected six oases at. the go- 
down, but am not in a position to say that the 
ix cases now in Court are the same. (Witness 
‘was requested to examino the six cxses.) Ho 
afterwards went on to say—t only identi 
three of these six cases. I went to the 
godown on Saturtay Inst, and was showa 

which was stated by the godown man 








































































far, Tb wae 
in one godown, ‘not go to 
two godowns, I solected six oases from one 


godown. ‘Two of the three cases I identify 
‘were represented to me as being part of the 
5,150 lot, the remainiug one as belouging to 
the 5,470 lot, or something like that. I took 
no note of the numbers. { was told that one 
of these lots had bee refilled, aud that the 
others were as they came from the sbip. 1 put 
marks on the #ix cases—tho number of the 
ot each belonged to; but Ido uot remember 
the oue oumber because some of the figur 
hange been obliterated. 1 sar the whole cargo 
and co belonging to. lot 
5,150 « fair sample of the whole. I cousider 
the other caso which I i fair 
sample of the other lot, I survey: 
of this cargo before, with Mr. Eastla 
Messrs. Frazar and Co. That was ou the 7th 
Decomber. ‘Tho report I mad» is the ove 
now produced. At that time a portion of tl 
cargo was being refilled. A fair allowan 
all round for depreciation is uve mace per 
case, the cases being more or less stnined, 
and takioy the whole cargo after refilling: 
I stated that in my report, and I still 
think oue mace would be « fair allow- 
auce for depreciation on the market value 
of the cases, I cousider that the price of 
saleable cargo depends a great deal on the 
supply. ‘Tbe price of clean cargo now 
‘Tis. 2.50 to Tle, 2.60 per case. ‘That is as it 
reported tome. I do uot thiuk the stucks 
are excessive now. ‘They are fair. I think 
these cases would seli now at one mace 
reduction on the market price. I rememb 
the case of the Star of the West, I had some- 
thing to do with it. I believe that cargo was 
‘much stained. I do not kuow how much 
At that time the market was 
firm. ‘The Star of the West's cargo was as 
badly stained as this is. Speaking from 
memory, there was very little to chouse 
between’ the two. ‘Tho whole of the cargo of 
the Star of the West was sold. 
Cross-examined by Mr, Watvewnicut—I 
have had very little to do with the plaintiff 
He is a large dealer in kerosiue oil. My trans. 
actious have not been with him, I deal very 
largely with Chinese in kerosiue oil. I sell it 
to large buyers priucipall presume it is 
principally sold by Chinese by retail I can- 
hot say that the natural result of keeping 
kerosine oil in godown, would be to wake 
it better, by the cases getting drier—the 
dust flying about in a godown, I should say, 
would tend to make the cases appear worse. 
I think this cargo looks no better than when 
I saw it the ether day. If the tins get 
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wet with salt water, there is no doubt they 
would corrode, and that holes would be eaten 
through them. I confine myself to their be- 
ing wet with salt wator. Beiug wet on the 
outside with fresh water, the rust could be 
rubbed off, and the tins would remain intact 
underneath it, It is barely possible 

might arise from the sweating of the ship. 
do not think it arises from oil that bas 
escaped from tins, Ihave never had a cargo of 
my own so much stained or as this 
one. Imight qualify that by statingthat wo had 
sme of the cargo of the Star of the West, but 
apart from that we never had any. Isurveyed 
cargo on the first occasion on behalf of 
foong and other Chinese—not on ac- 
count of Melchers and Co. When I first saw 
it, most of it was in godown. Some of 
tins were being refilled outside, the ti ig 
soldered and put into the cases, I did not 
see coolies rubbing rust off the cases, I think 
this cargo would sell for Tis, 2.4 or Tis. 2.5, 
—ono mace under the present market price. 
‘From what I have scen of this cargo, I think 
it would be safo to export it; but I do not 
think it would outtarn so well as cargo that 
had beeu less handled, I should think there 
would be further leakage. When I surveyed 
the cargo on the first occasion, I opened about 
25 cases, and at that time there were at least 
150 or 200 cases already opened. On the 
second occasion, I opened none. I consider 
hat an ordinary leaking of cargo coming 
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direct, without any transbipment, woul 
average about half percent. ‘That is my exp 
cence of a number of ahips. I do not remember 
the per centage in the caso of cargo that has 
been transhipped. In the case of cargo 
brought from New York to Hongkong, landed 
there, and then reshipped and brought to 
Shanghai, I should think it would be one 
per cent. 

Re-examined by Mr. Rosmvsos—Supposing 
oil has been sont first to Java, thon to Hong- 
kong, aud then reshipped to Shanghai, in bad 
weather, and landed hero, I think the leakage 
would be much more considerable, 




















month of December last, I was requested to 
survey tho cargo of the Rajanattianuhar with 
Mr, Haskell. “I havo heard Mr, Haskell’s 
nce. I agreed with him’ that one 
per caso would be a fair allowance 
for depreciation, I also agreed with him 
that the cargo was in much tho same stato 
as the cases now in Court, I think tho 
cases were then a little moro wot, As far as 
appearance goes, the colour is about the ame. 
Lam of opinion that one mace por case would 
be a fair and reasonable allowance under the 
market rate, for this cargo, I think Chinese 
would buy it at that reduction, A ship called 
the Belle Morse arrived here on the 6th 
January last, She had on board a little over 
22,000 cases’ of Korosine oil, and was con- 
signed to Frazar & Co. She was reported by 
the Titania on the 19th December. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Watxzwnronr.—I 
mean that Chinese would buy this oil in 
100 or 200 case lots for local consumption only. 
I presume they would retail it by the cas 
Chinese sometimes take oil in 500 caso lot 
‘We do a largo bi i 10 oil, wit 
Chinese—Ching-foong among the number. 
havo never acen a cargo, except that of the 
‘Star of the West, in such bad condition as thi 
Thave seen a great many cargoes of oil. Tenp- 
pose I have seen 25 or 30 cargoes. I should 
But the loss on a cargo coming from Now York. 
rect at from half to three-quarters per cen! 
‘We have never had cargo coming from Hon, 
Kong—not coming direct. My opinion ia that 
the leaking of the tins would deterior 
them—that they would be rusted by the 
oil itself. I do not. know the present 
market lue of kerosine oil, nor what it 
was early in Jan 

Re-examined by Mr. Ronrxsox—The aver- 
age leaking of the oil carried by # ateamer, I 
hhould say, is greater than by a 













































would become rusted when full. 
‘Tox-cueoxe deposed—I am a merchant 
corrying on business on the French Conce 

















desl in kerosine oil. 1 have seen 
argo. Isaw it when it was landed, but 
¢. (After looking at the tins in Court, 





‘witness said he considered the three ident 
by Mr, Haskell as saleable in the market.) I 
would buy some if the price was 












I would give Tis. 2.25 per case for it. I would 
buy 1,000 casesat that price, atthe most. ‘The 
market price now for clean cargo is Tis, 2.50. 

‘By Mr. Watxewricar—I would not buy 
more than 1,000 cases of this cargo now. If 
I wanted them for export, I should insist on 
having the cases that had not been touched— 
not those that had been refilled. If for export, 
Iam prepared to give about the same price. 
I have seen cargo as bad as this ou landing— 
that of Star of the West, and another ship I 
donot recollect, I have been in Ching-foong’s 
employ. I have nothing to do with him now. 

Re-examined by Mr. Rozixsos—I was in 
Ching-foong’s employ tivo years ago, but not 
since. 

By his Lorvsarr—I know other Chinamen 
besides Ching-foong, who are interested in 
this cargo. I am not personally interested, 
nor with any who are. 

‘A-Lixo deposed—I keep n Chinese store, 
and deal in kerosine oil. I have seen the 
‘cargo ex Rajanattianukar more than once. 
I saw it in December, and again on the 4th 
January. The three cases produced are, in 
my opinion—and the whole cargo—saleable 
on this market. I would bny up to 500 cases 
at accut of 10 cents, and up to 1,000 at a cut 
of 20 cents. Plenty’ of cargo is expected, so 
I should be afraid to keep it. In the begin- 
ning of December last, the market price for 

ood clean cargo was ls. 2.75, to Tis. 2.80. 
isin cargo could bare been’ sold here at 
that time at a cut of ten to fifteen conts— 
that is for 10 gallons in each case. ‘The price 
has fallen nov, owing to there being a large 
quantity of oil expected here. Clean cargo 
now fetches Tis. 2.50 to Tis. 2.60. For the 
5,150 lot, I should want a cut of 20 cout 
For the other, refilled, I would pay ‘Tis. 2 

By Mr. WarsewniGnr—I have a sto 
































and 
before was employed at the Shanghai Club. 





T have lost a deal of money in kerosine. 
I do not owe Ching-foong any money. My 
business does not belong to Ching-foong. 
Another friend is interested—A-foo. (This 
man was ssid to be Ching-foong’s partuer. 
The witness admitted that A-foo is a partner 
in Ching-foong hong.) 

‘This closed’ the plaintiff's cave, and the 
Court adjourned till next moruing. 








CIVIL SUMMARY COURT. 


Shanghai, 12th Feb, 
Before R. A. Mowar, Esq. 
G, Poure v. H, B. Minter, 
This was an action to recover $16 for 
tonsorial operations and for goods sold aud 
delivered. 

Defendant said he was only indebted to the 
amount of $1 or $1], for having his hair cut 
twice since October last. 

Plaintiff produced chits to the amount of 
the claim, some of them being dated as far 
back as December 1874. He had applied 
several times for payment, but lad not 
received the money. He would not have 
brought defendant before the Court if be ha 
not been cheeky to him in his shop. A few 
days ago defendant came to his shop and had 
hit cut, and be (plaintiff) tapped him on 
the shoulder and told him he need not: 
more chits. Defendant only spoiled hi 
and if be came to his shop and said he had 
money, he (plaintiff) would allow one of 
men to cut his hair 

Defendant w: 
examine the chits, 

e was not aware that p had chits 
belonging to him unpaid, and the mere pro. 
duction of them did not prove that they 
had not been paid. He had often paid sume 
to plain! ‘shroff, and he never thought 
plaintiff bad the chits produced in his posses- 
sion. 

Plaintiff said he bad placed the chits in the 
hands of Mr. Schmidt for collection, when the 
amount was $13.75; and that Mr. Schmidt 
had told him he could not get the money. 

Defendant denied having seen Mr. Seumidi 
id that when plaintiff told 

h him to sign any more chits 
of the money he owed him, | 
(defendant) told plaintiff that if 
fend bim an account he would 
it, On the following day he wrote 































































and 














asking him for the chits, and it was ten day: 
before he received an auswer. He then got a 


that if he did not settle up within three 
days he would be summoned. 

Plaintiff denied defendant's statement, and 
said several letters had been written bim, 

In answer to his Hoyour, dofendant 
acknowledged the chits produced, and ro- 
peated that he was in ignorance of their 
existence, as he had paid plaintiff's shroff over 
and over again during the last two year 

His Hoxour said that defendant having 
acknowledged the chits, there was nothing 
further to decide except the question of “the 
costs. If defe it had asked for a statement 
of his indebtedness, and had not received it, 
plaintiff was in fault. 

Plaintiff replied that several letters had 
been sent to the defendaut, but it had been 
very difficult to tind 

Mr. Groxwer, plaintiff's clerk, proved that 
hhe had written letters informing’ defendant of 
the particulars of the debt, and telling him 
that he could see the chits by calling at 
plaintiffs establishment, 

His Hoxour gave a verdiot for the amount 
claimed, with costs, 






















ENQUIRY INTO THE LOSS OF THE STEAMER 
“ HOWSANG,” 

At Shanghai, this twelfth day of February, 
1878, at the request of Captain Lamont, 
‘a private enguiry was held by N: i 
Lieutenant Auguatus Fane, of Her Britannio 

ship Juno; Mr. James Edward 
» Master of the steam-ship Chefoo 3 
John Smith Hogg, Master of 
iP Glenorchy, into the causes of 
the loss of the China Merchants’ Steam Navi- 
ation Company's steam-ship Howsang, on 

jodd Island, on the 3lst January, 1878. 

Mr. Net Laxonz, late Master of tho 
steam-ship Horceang, read the following state- 
ment :—The Howsang was 795 tons register, 
and about threo years old, Sho was well 
found inall respects. I left Swatow on the 3lst 

ja at 6.30 a.m. ; draught of water aft 
1G feet, forward 13 feeb ; cargo mostly sugar, 
‘My crew, including myself, numbered 58, and 
five Chinese passengers. "About 9.30 a.m, 
we passed through Three Chimney Bluff 
passage ; in the afternoon we cleared Heos 
Pass j at 5.50 pan. Lamtia bore N.W., ono 
mile off. I then set the course by standard 
compass N.E. by E. 3 E. with av error of 5°45" 
easterly deviation. “At 7 pan, Chapel Island 
light bere S.E, by 8. 48., two miles off, At 
8 p.m. Mr. Llvood, chief officer, took charge 
ofthe watch. I gave him the following orde 
—Look out for Dodd Island ; call me when 
you see it. Watch Chapel Island light, aud 
get it on the usual bearings, S.W. 4 W. or 
S.WV. by W. before it dips. Mr. Elwood had 
th him on wateh two quarteranastera and 
one man forward, ‘Tho night was an ordinary 
dark one ; the wind was about N.E, by E., 
strong breeze and cloudy ; the ship was inake 
ing about 7} to 8 knots an hour, I lay down 
in my cabin on deck, and got no report until 
I felt the ship strike, I went on to the bridge 
at once, and found Mr, Elwood there, Tho 
had been stopped, and the quarter. 
i ins gave 7 fathoms, I saw 
that the ship had struck on Dodd Island, on 
the South . Her head was North then, 
and the id right alongside to starboard, 
I asked Mr. Elwood if all the sluices were 
the carpenter was 











Willi 
and Mr. 
the steam, 


























































yes, and thi 
ig the wells. I saw at ouce that, to 
the ship, I must get her to Leeslu Bay, 
ifpossible. With thisintention I put the helm 
to starboard, and turned ahead full speed. 
The head turned off shore and I steadied 
Mr. Elwood came to me at thi 
aid that the ship was filling fa 
forward. I put the helm to port at once, in 
order to get her into shoal water, but sho 
would not answer her helm. I stopped and 
turned full speed astern to try and back her 
inshore ; at the same time I ordered all the 
boats to be cleared away. ‘Ihe chief engineer 
at this time reported that he could not fire 
avy more. The ship was now out of sight 
forward, the screw entirely out of water, and 
to save the men’s lives I must act at ouce, I 
stopped the engiues, and ordered my officers 
and engineers to lower away the boate, and 
see the passengers and crew put in ; to cast off 
hut keep close to the ship, I requested Mr. 
Elwood to ict me know when every one was 
out of the ship. Soon after, Mr. Elwood re- 
ported every one out of the ship, and safely 


























letter, which was a very offensive one, saying 


an the boats. i then left the bridge and went 
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onto the quarter-deck on the port side. Mr. 

Elwood followed me and said, “Let me put this 

life belt round you, you havenothing.” This I 

refused, seeinghe had none, and requesting him 

to leave the ship. I pointed out to him that 
she could not last many seconds now. He left 
me, but returned immediately with a life 
bucy for himself. He lashed the life belt round 
me. Ieaw the shipgoing, and Isaidto him “Run 
for your life, she is going.” I saw him run to 
the’ starboard side. ‘The after hatches flew 
off, and the ship went down. I went down in 

hor. Inever saw Mr, Elwood again. When I 

came up, I saw the gig burning a biue light. 

Tawam to her, and after some delay I was 

ulled on board, I looked round, but could see 

nothing of the ship—not even her masts. 

From ghe timo she struck until she went 

down, Gould not be more than twelve minutes, 

‘After waiting until thero was no hope, I took 

charge of the gig, hailed the only boat Icould 
- neo, and told them to follow me, The Island was 
in sight plainly from the boat about one mile 
off to windward. There was a good deal of sea 
on, We pulled away before the wind. At day- 
light we were off Little Quemoy. Wear: 
at Amoy about 11 o'clock a, three of 
the bonis, One boat was still missing, which 
was picked up the following day on Chapel 
Toland, by the Company's steamer Fuyew. On 
our arrival at Amoy, the Chi ‘gunboat 
Feiho started to look for the missing boat 
‘and find the wreck. She returned the follow- 
ing day and reported that nothing could 
bo seen of the wreck. Having reported 
tho loss of my ship, and death of my chief 
officer to H.B.M.’s Vonsul, I came on to 
Shanghai with my officers aud crow. From the 
time tho ship struck until every oue was safely 
into tho boats, my orders were carried out 
by the officers, and obeyed by the crew 
quiotly and well, Mr, Elwood was with me 
tivo and a half years, I always trusted him, 
and he never failed me before. ‘The log-book 
in lost, and all tho ship’s papers—also my own 
oortificate, Nothingis saved, Lamovertr:...- 
fone yoara in China, ‘This was m: ~.venih 
command, I was two and a half years in her, 
Thave nothing moro to 

Mr. Lamont then showed on the chart the 
sition of the Howsang at 7 p.m, on the 
Stet January, 1878. {tt was two miles 
N.N.W. of Chapel Island. Mr. Lamont 
then’ stated:—I would say it ‘was two 
miles ag far as 1 could judge. I could see 
fhe ‘Island plainly." L_then | went below, 
Teaving the dvck in charge of Mr. Larsen, 
the second officer. left word with him for me 
to be called at eight o'clock. 1 was called at 
eight o'clock, and saw the chiof officer, Mr. 
Elwood. I did not theu go ou deck. Land 
was not then reported to me. After Mr. 
Elwood left me, I knew pothing until I 
folt tho ship strike, I trusted entirely to Mr. 
Elwood if Chapel Island light should get on a 
dangerous bearing. 

‘AU-TaL, quarter-master of the Howsang, 
stated—I' went on deck at eight o'clock as 
look-out, outside the wheelhouse, It was 
very dark, Leaw no light or anything else, 
except Chapel Island light when I first went 
on deck. I saw it about half an hour. I did 
not see it after that, as the night was very 
dark, Tsaw nothing besides, “Ten minutes 
before the ship struck I heard the man for- 
‘ward call out that he saw land. Mr. Elwood, 
the chief officer, then gave the order to 
port,” and directly the wheel was over, the 
ship struck. I was on the bridge, but saw no 
land. As soon ae the man forward reported 
land, I went inside the wheelhouse to assist 
in putting the wheel over. Directly land was 
reported, the helm was put over at once, 
It took two miuutes to put the helm over. 
Mr. Elwood, the chief officer, was on the 
bridge when land was reported ; he answered 
the man forward, and immediately ordered 
the wheel to be put over. 

Aw-Saxs, quarter-master of the first watcb, 
who was ab the wheel on board the Howeang 
on tho lst January last, stated—4h Tai was 
inside the wheelhouse with me about five 

























































minutes before the helm was put to “port.” I i 


did not hear any report, 1 was steering 
N.E. by E. 4 E., by compass. I heard the 
mate say “‘all right.” The mate then 
ordered the helm to “port,” and then went to 
the telegraph, Five minutes afterwards the 
ship struck. The chief mate was off the 
bridge about half-past nine for about two 
minutes, but he was on the bridge for at 
least ten minutes before the ship strack. 

, Lansky, second officer of the Howsang, 
stated—At six o'clock we were steering N. E, 





by E. 4 E., compass, At seven o'clock Chapel 
Ialand was abeam. We continued to steer 
N. E. by £.4E. The chief mate relieved 
me at cight o'clock. I did not take any 
bearing of Chapel Island ; it was on the star- 
board quarter. I gave the chief mate the 
course at eight o'clock, N.E. by E. 3 E., 
and I then went below. 1 should say it was 
past nine o'clock, perhaps half-past nine, 
hon I felt the sbipatrike. I jumped ont of 
bed and went on the bridge, where I found 
the captain and the chief mate. ‘The chief 
mate told me to get the men ready to stand 
by the boats, Ididso. A few minutes after, 
I got orders to hoist the boats: Te swing them 
over, and lower them down. They were low- 
ered down to the rail and then to the water ; 
‘everybody got in, at least the passengers, 
sailors, and firemen, During the time the 
boata wero being lowered, blue lights were 
burnt every five minutes. ‘There were left on 
board, the captain, the chief mate, the chief 
‘engineer and myself ; everybody else had left 
the ship, Wo could feel that the ship was 
inking all the while, The chief engineer 
went down into the gig by the port quarter ; 
in the gig there were four gig boys and one 
passenger. The orders I left to Mr. Elwood 
were that the captain wanted to sco him at 
eight o'clock ; and while he went down to seo 
tthe captain, I remainedon the bridge. When 
he got the cours from mo, 
said ‘all right,” and I went below. Mr. 
Elwood said nothing to me abont the orders 
he had received from the captain. ‘The night 
was dark; it was overclouded at eight o'clock, 
wind blowing fresh right ahead northeasterly. 
I did not know of avy light on the port side 
‘that would affect the navigation, 

Mr. Lamoyt, the master, then stated that 
tho compustes of the Howsang were corrected 
in November last, and from the courses he 
had since been steering, he considered he had 
the correct deviation of the compasses. He 
was positive of his orders to Mr. Elwood, the 
chief officer. Four miles wore allowed for 
flood tide, reckoning the firat of the flood from 
Chapel Island. 


























Finding -— 
After having beard read tho statement of 
the Mas amined him thereon, 





idence of the second 
two quarter-masters of the 
Howsang, the only surviving persons convers- 
‘ant with the circumstances of the loss of the 
Howsang ; the unfortunate drowning of Mr, 
Elwood, chief officer, who was in charge of 
the vessel at the doprives us of the 
ause of the wreok. 
of opinion 
iat tho Master, Mr. Lamont, passing 
N.N.W. of Chapel Inland and steer 
ing E.N.E, maguetio, was justified in leaving 

ths deck in the charge of his officers 
IL.—That the voasel struck on the south 
end of Dodd Island, at about 9.30 p.m. the 
Bist January, 1878. Mr. Elwood, the chief 
officer, being in the time, and that 
in s quarter of an hour after striking she 

went down in deep water. 
TLL.—Thatafter the vessel had struck, every 
endeavour was made by the Master for the 
wing of his ship and the lives of the 
passengers and crew, and that no blamo is 
ibutable to him for the loss of the vessel. 
Avcusrus Fax, 
Navigating Lieutenant, 
EMS. “Juno.” 

















































Gatragts. 


‘A BRITISH DOLLAR, 
(Straits Times.) 

the Legislative Council again resumes 
its sittings, there is one important subject 
which should form the text for an interpella- 
tion by one or other of our unofficial members, 
and that is, what answer, if any, has been 
received by the Government here from the 
Colonial Office with reference to the coi 

ofa standard British Dollar for circulation 
throughout the Eastern Archipelago, in Siam, 
Cochin-Chins, Hongkong aud the Treaty 
Ports of China. In 1872 or 1873, the subject 
was first mooted here in consequence of a 























threatened failure of the supply of Mexican 











dollars, and, if we remember aright, repre 
entations in favour of a British dollar were 









and further urgent represent: 
of a British coined dollar were sent to tho 
Colonial Office from our own Governor, Si 
William Jervois, and from Sir Arthur Ke 
nedy, Governor of Hongkong. The only 
reply that, as yet, has been received from 
the Colonial Office he public are 
aware, that, the under the con 
sideration of the Home Government, Surely 
there bas been time enough now given to 
consideration, and tho time for action has 
come. The Chambers of Commerce of Shang- 
bai, Hongkong, and Singapore have all, some 
mote than once, strongly advocated the i 
troduction in the Far East of a Bi 
Dollar. It may bo said that ther 
banker, merchant, or trader of any ex] 
in the Far East, but who, if asked his opinion, 
would give it unhesitatingly in favour of such 
acoin, The Colonial Office knows, or ought 
to know, this ; and it is, therefore, difficult 
to imagine what can be the reason for the 
hesitation of the Colonial Office, expecially 

ig that in sanctioning such a coinage no 
‘or expense would be incurred by the 
Home Goverament, 

Tn 1876 the Shanghai Chamber of Com- 
merce thought it likely that the Chinese 
Government would be inducod to follow the 
example of Japan, and ostablish a Mint of its 
own, if the matter were put in a proper light 
before it. ‘There was a goneral opinion, how- 

r, throughout China, that there would be 

curity that the 3 purity of the 
e would be long preserved under tho 
auspices of theChinese Government, onaccount 
of tho ineradicable venality of 
was assertod, also, that it would 
pect that Government would 
janction such an innovation on national prej 
ices and custom as the introduction of Mint 
would be, And this last opinion turns out to 

a sound one, The Foreign Ministers 

ig endeavoured to induco the Chinewe 
Government to favour the achem 
ing to tho Iatost news, the reply 
a very blunt statement of the determination 
of the Chinese Government to have nothing 
whatever to do with aMint or acivilised form 
of currency. ‘They will sanction n i 
ways, nor decont coinage, nor any oth 
fangled  inventi 
oy no hope, therefore, of assintat 
China to provide a supply of co y to 
the trade of the Far East, and so much the 
more reason is there that tl 
ment should rd 
but make up its mind to sa 
universally desired hero and in China, 

10 of & British trade dollar. ‘The Straits 
ciation and the representatives of the 
Chambors of Commerce of Shanghai and Hong- 
kong in London, would be doing good service 
by reminding Lord Carnarvon that the qué 
has been now long enough under consideration, 
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A JAPANESE GHOST STORY. 
(Japan Bfail.) 

In Japan, as in all other countric 
tion claims 'to havo its wants suppli 
wonderful and incomprehensible, and thero- 
fore in the face of such need wonders will 
nover cease out of the world. ‘Tho student 
of nature's mysteries, and the village gossip 
who tells of ghosts, and doubles, and 
wraiths, aro both in ‘their different’ ways 
satisfying their oraving for the wonderful, 
Even the wildest tales have a certain value, 
for scattered as they are through every Iand, 
they often serve to perpetuate the record of 
old customs and to mark the steps of svcial 
history. Ghost stories then the Japanese 
have, a8 blood curdling, hair erecting, flesh 
creeping, a8 the most ardent lover of the 
marvellous could desire, and at this holiday 
season, when the pitiless rain and slect keeps 
the merry-makers in doors, and the shutters 
aro closed in, and the saké cup goes round 
merrily from hand to hand, ia the time to tell 
them to an audience certain to appreciate 
them, How impressively. the narrator half 
tells, half acts the thrilliog tale, while the 
girls clasp and hide behind each other in an 
ecstacy of terrified enjoyment. One of tho 
most original of these tales the writer of this 
paragraph recently heard, and as it differs 
from the common run of ghost atories it is 
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here given, though we wish we could conve} 
an idea of the art with which it was told. 
In former times,—indeed some Japanese 
aay that it ia not very long since that the 
dreadful practice was abandoned—it was the 
custom, when any now palace, castle, or fort 
was in course of erection, to bury one or more 
living men beneath the foundation, generally 
at the foot of the principal supporting pillars, 
‘These who were committed to this frightful 
grave, were called hito-bashira, or humsn 
Pillar, and thelr immolation was anpposed 
to conduce to the strength and solidity of 
the building, ‘The sacrifice was sometimes 
made voluntarily, the victim being induced 
to give his consent by the promise of dei- 
fication, his spirit being afterwards wor- 
shipped under the namo of Inarisama or 
me other deity. More frequently, how- 
er, the premature burial was a forcible 
one, For instance, if no voluntary victim 
was forthcoming, advantage was taken of 
any such accident as ono’ of the workmen 















falling into the excavation of the foundations, 
hen instead of any helping hand being ox- 
tended to him, he was ruthlessly buried by 


his fellow workmen, or crashed beneath one of 
the mighty supports, At other times, the 

tim was built up in the massive walls, 
either as a/hito-bashira, or as a punishment for 
‘That legends of spirits baunt- 
enes where the cruel marders of 
their bodie nad been perpetrate, shonld bo 




















numerous, is natural ; and the following in- 
cident was told as having occurred at tho 
e of one of the princes of Kags. ‘There, 








red, thet some poor wreteh had been 
immured at the building of the palace, a fact 
of which the inmates of oue of the rooms were 
suddenly mado awaro by a human leg pro- 
trading from the wall, and moving about in 
most uncomfortably life-like manner. The 
Consternation which’ this ghoatly leg caused 
throughout the castle can be imagined. Some 
of the retainers, moro daring than the rest, 
had the courage to attempt to clasp it, but its 
ower was 80 great, and the kicks it adminis- 
ered were 80 tremendous, that no one had 
the tomerity to repeat his efforts. “At last, ono 
of those prevent, truck probably by’ the 
unwashed appearance of the leg, suggested 
‘be soothed by the admin 




















that it migh er 
ing of a bath, The hint was acted on, and 
the log with a satisfied flourish put ite foot in 
tho cold water, only however quickly to with- 





draw it and kick over the tub. ‘The sam 
genious rotainer who had suggosted the bath, 
Proposed that warm water should be sub: 
tuted, and this proved to bo ao grateful to 
irelose limb that it allowod ita foot to re- 
main quietly thorein. On one of the male re- 
ra however, endeavouring to waah the leg, 
it administered to himo sounda kick that he 
was very fain to desist from any farther ate 
tempts at conciliation. At last » buxom maid 
vant, auddenly struck with the truly 
feminine idea that whilo it rebelled against 
being attended toby a male hand, it might be- 
come moro gentle under » woman's gontl 
‘touch, volunteered to attond to its ablutio 
‘and ‘sure eno 0 log, with evident 
gratitude, acoopted the welcome ministration, 
and after having boon gently washed and 
carefully dried, it waved m graceful farewell 
to the assembled company, and retired for 
tho night. But this was not the last of it, 
Every evening thereafter at the same time the 
unwelcome visitor came for its bath, which 
was always carofully prepared for it. " But it 
in a singular fact that it could nev 
‘overcome its dislike for cold water, 
18 showed ‘ts afection for the good natured 
maid servant, who was told off specially 
its attendant, by kicking over most unmet 
fully any one elso who attempted to touch it. 





















































‘TELEGRAMS. 
(Straits Times Eztra. ) 
London, ‘20th Jan. 
‘Tho latest advices stato that’ the garrison 
of Adrianople is in full retreat towards 
Constantinople. ‘Tho Sultan has called out 
for military service all men capable of beri 
arma in Coustaatinople, to defend the line of 


2lat January. 

‘The statement that hostilities had ceased 
in Bulgaria is premature. Ghazi Ahmed 
‘Mukhtar has been appointed Commander of 
‘the Turkish line of defence at Constantinople. 
‘The Turks have devastated the country 
between Tatar-Bazaardik and Philipopolis, 
‘An insurrection haa broken ous in Macedonia, 





__ railway at Ichataldja, 








Suleiman Pasha, with his army, bas re- 
treated to the Rhodope mountains, south of 
Roumelis. ‘The Turkish delegates deputed to 
‘arrange an armistice have arrived at the 
‘Russian head guarte 








22nd Jannat 

The Hon. R. Bourke said that the Chefoo 
Convention was not yet ratified. ‘The Gov- 
ernment was awaiting a despatch from the 
Indian Government before deciding on the 
commercial points of the Convention, 

‘The Russians have occupied Adrianople. 
There is a perfect panic in Koumelia am 
the inhabitants, and the distress prev: 
described as appalling. Reports which 











1g is 
have 
fined currenoy respecting the Russian peace 


conditions are premature. Lord Derby who has 
been unwell, has resumed his oficial duties. 
3rd Jan. 

In the House of Commons, SirS. Northcote, 
replying to a question, said the Queen had 
personally telegraphed to the Czar, conveying 
the Sultan's desire for peace, and hoping His 

ry would accelerate the suspension of 
hostilities. 

‘The House of Commons have agreed for a 
select committee of enquiry into the ex 
ency of constructing Public Works in 
by means of loans. 

‘The latest advices from the seat of warstate 

that General Gourko had driven Saleiman 
Pasha into the Rhodope Mountains, and that 
the Turkish loss was 7,000 killed and wounded 
and prisoners, and nine guns. ‘Two Turkish 
Army Corps under the respective commands 
of Mebemed and Ahmed Eyoub Pashas are 
concentrated at Kirkelessa, east af Adrianople, 
Preliminary negotistious for an armistice have 
com § 
‘There is a panic in Gallipoli in consequence 
of the reported advance of the Russians on 
that place. Suleiman Pasha has arrived at 
Kavala, on the coast (outside the Dardanelles 
to the West.) 








24th Jan. 

‘The Russians have arrived at Keshan, and 
they are expected to reach Gallipoli on Satur- 
day. The Grand Dake Nicholas starts from 
Kezanlik for Adrianople to-morrow, The St. 
Petersburg ‘semi-official journals state that the 
relations betweer Engiand and Russia are 
improved. 

the Turkish Parliament has petitioned the 
Sultan to Lasten the conclusion of peace, but, 
ii aditions are exorbitant, has resolved 
to continue the war to the last extremity. 

The marriage of the King of Spain to the 
Princess Mercedes, daughter of the Duke of 
Montpensier, was celebrated yesterday in the 
Basilica of Atocha, Madrid, with great pomp. 

St. Poteraburg, Jan. 24. 
‘Tho news of the Russian advaneo ou Galli- 
oli is semi-oflicially denied here. ‘To-di 
Farther semi-official statement on the e 
subject adds that th ians do not intend 
occupying or attacking Gallipoli, unless the 
Turkish regular army is concentrated there, 
and threatens the Russian flank. 
London, 24th January. 

In the House of Commons this evening the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Sir Stafford 
Northcote, gave notice that on the 28th in- 
‘stant be would move for a supplementary 
grant in the Army and Navy Estimates, 

In reply to questions asked, the Earl of 
Beaconsfield, in the House of Lords, and Sir 
Stafford Northoote, in the House of Commons, 
said that cxtra supplies were required because 
the Russi continued their advance and 
were concealing the conditions of peace. 

Constantinople, 24th January. 

‘The Porte has received from Russia’ the 
conditions required before concluding peace. 
They are very harsh, and include a heavy 
indemnity from the Porte, and the occupation 
h territory by the Russians until the 
paid. 



































































London, 25th Jan. 
Lord Carnarvon has tendered hia resignation, 
which has been accepted. Lord Derby has 
also tendered his resignation. It is reported 
that the Commander of the Mediterranean 
squadron has been ordered to land a force to 
defend Gallipoli, and to send for the garrison 
of Malta if the Russians continued to advance. 

Constantinople, 25th Jan. 
Reater’s Special Correspondent here states 
that the Porte has accepted the peace con- 
ditions proposed by Russia, and that peace 
ia virtually concluded. It is believed that the 
conditions greatly exceed the Conference pro- 
¢, and include cessions of territory, 

Fesides payment of an indemnity. 











‘The Porte has pledged ite word to Russia 
that the conditions of peace shall be con- 
cealed until the treaty of peace between Tur- 
key and Russis has actually beon concluded, 
London, 26th Jan, 

In the House of Commons, Sir Stafford 
Northcote, in replying to a question respect 
ing the ramoured movement of the British 
Fleet to Gallipoli, said that, on Wednesday, 
the Mediterranean squadron was ordered to 
enter the Dardanelles solely for the purpose 
of keeping open the waterway and protecting 
British interests, but that, Iast night, when ig 
was known that Russia’ had communicated 
her “conditions of pence to the Porte, the 
Commander of the squadron was ordered to 
stop at the entry of the Dardanelles. 

ir Stalford Northeote, in reply to further 
questions, said that the extra grant for the 
Army and Navy Estimates which Parliament 
will be asked’ to vote will amount to six 
millions sterling. 7 

Lord Beaconsfield, in reply to a question, 
said that the British Government, before 
ordering the squadron to enter the Dare 
danelles, bad informed the Powers that it 
had no intention of breaking neutrality. 

‘The Earl of Carnarvon, in the House of 
Lords, aunounced that he had thrice tendered 
his resignation, first on the occasion of Lord 
Beaconsfield cénsuring his speech of tHe 2nd 
January, again in consequence of his di 
ing from the views of other amembe 
Cabinet in tho matter of a 


























cial voto for 
, and, finally, 
bility of ordering the’ fleet to 
the Dardauelles. 








29th January, 


Sir Stafford Northcote has stated that 
infor has been received re+ 








gardi peace offered to 
Turkey by Russia, and they are to the follow: 
ing effect 
Bulgaria to be made iuto an autonomous 
tributary Principality under a Christian Ruler, 
Roumania, Montenegro and Servia to bo 
independent. 
in and Herzegovina to receive adminis- 
trative autonomy. 
‘An indemnity, which bas not yet been 
arranged. 
There is likewi 


























an ulterior agreement, pro+ 
iterests in the Straits. 
Northcote said that these con- 
Aitions of peace destroy the keystone of the 
South East of Europe, and affect Guropean 
interests generally as well as those of Great 
Britain, Ho added that a soparate treaty it 
inadmissible. 

Sir Stalford Northcote said that a Money 
Vote aud a vote of confidence were require 
to give England suitable prestige at the 
European Conference. 

‘The question of the entry of the Dardan 
elles is rescinded for the present, Rus 
and Turkey agreeing to refer the Straits mat- 
ter to a European Conference 

The French Mediterranean Squadron hes 
been ordered to proceed at once to the Levant, 
and an Italian Fleot has been sent to tho 
same rendezvous. 


























Bist Jan, 

‘A despatch has beon received from the Rt. 
Hon. A. H. Layard, dated 29th instant, to 
the effect that the Government of the Porte 
instructed the Turkish Commissioners, on the 
23rd idem, to accept the conditions of peaco 
offered by Russia; but no reply hae been 
received. 

‘The Rt. Hon, W. E. Forster moved the 
rejection of the proposed grant of six millions, 

The Right Hon, R. A. Cross, Secretary of 
State, Home Department, said the object of 
the British Government was to secure a Jas 
ii id because the Russians continue 
he perseveres in the demand that 
England inust be heard at the final settlement 
of peace. 

















2nd February. 

It ia announced that Greek troops are to 
cross the Turko-Grecian frontier to-morrow 
morning. 

In the Debate in the House of Commons, 
held on the 31st January, Messrs. Lowe and 
Goschen supported the amendment, and Sir 
Michael Hicks-Beach warmly defended the 
proposed grant for military purposes. 

‘8rd February. 

Apreliminary protocol and armistice have 
been signed, Hostilities are suspended, and 
Bustia has agreed to Austria’s proposal for a 
Enropean Conference, 
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Glippings. 





‘The following notification from the Colonial 
Secretary of Western Australia is published 





in tho Straits Government Gazette :—“The 
Government of Western Australia, being aux- 
ious to establish a regular steam communica- 
tion between the ports of this colony, the 
Straits Settlements, and India on the’ one 
hand, and Adelaide on the other, will be glad 
to receive proposals from persous or firms 
willing to undertake this service.” ‘The 
Australian Colonies will evidently soon be 
brought into very constant cominunication 
with the Straits, China, and India, 





According to L’ Union Postale of Berne, the 
Chinese are about to reorganise their stall 
service, to give the management to foreigners 
and to havo stamps sont out from England. 
And yet, say scholare, Europe borrowed the 
idea of « public post from Asia, where Genghiz 
Khan organised » postal system which became 
the admiration of European travellers. Many 
tr of it still survive, An express cor 4 
with his coat sealed on him, still rides, day 
‘and night, 800 miles to Lhassa, These mes- 
wongers were seen there by the Pundit Nain 
Singh, with their faces all cracked by long 
exposure, their eyes bloodshot aud sunken, 
their bodies raw with vermin.—Pioneer, 














‘Tho Standard takes occasion of the fssuo of 
tho now Chineso Loan to deprecate the opposi- 
tion of tho ruling clase in China to the 
extension of peaceful enterprise, the develop. 
ment of the material resources of the Empire, 
and the admission of foreigners to the interi 
of tho country, aind considers that there is no 
prospect of improvement in this direction, 
and that the Government at Peking, while 
resisting, as in the case of the Woosung Rail- 
way, every peaceful invention, and doggedly 
endeavouring to exclude foreigners, has w 
comed with alacrity every warlike improve. 
mout, aud eagorly sought the instruction of 
Europe in military matters, 














‘The following excellent illustration of het | v 





new year cumshaw nuisanco is really founded 
on fact, A gardener in the employ of a for- 
ign ‘Sim was yesterday presented with 
dollar, a a gif, The coin was promptly 
returned, with a message to this effect : 
“Garden man talkee no wanchee one dollar. 
Last year you pay he two dollar, Suppo 
you may le littes more just now, think o 
ix allo ploper.” Of course the indi 
western barb ed the despi 
coin, with a mental reservation that he would 
never again countenance the new year cum: 
sav nuisance. Gratitude, which was once 
defined as a sonso of favors to come, 
certainly capable of a very wide interpreta. 
tion; and at this season our readers would 
do well, we think, to bear this in mind.— 
Foockow Herald, 




























‘The Whitehall Review saya Col, Gordon, 
“Chinese Gordon,” lias lately ordered four 
steel steamers of small draft, Ho intend 
loring tho Albert N; 
lowing into it. Tho 
as far as 



















Col. Gordon and his party a 
reported to be in goot health, ‘The colonel 
it may bo remarked, became a aubst 

iout.-colonel in the British service, R 
Ei , when the promotions were made 
‘ou the introduction of the new system on 
Oct. 1 ; but the circumstances under which 
he has ‘been allowed to accept service under 
the Khedive do not render it necessary. for 
him to return to military employment, what- 
ever the promotion may be which he receives, 
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‘The Japan Gazeite says :—"'The present of 
a handsome pair of brouze flower-vases and a 
Jncquered picture, has been made, through 
H.B.M. Consul, to Captain Kidley, in com- 
of the 0. & O. steamer Gaelic. 
occasion of the gift is that, in July last, o1 
his passage hence to Hongkony, Captain 
Kidley was the means of rescuing from drown- 
ing the crew, composed of six persons, of a 
Loochooan jurk, which bad been wrecked in 
heavy weather. ‘On the arrival of the steamer 
in Hongkong, the captain linnded his waifs 
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4p 


over to the charge of Mr. Ando Taro, J: 
anese Consul in that port, by whose agency 
they were returned to their own country. 
Owing to his favourable report of Captain 
Kidley’s kindness, the above mentioned re- 
‘cognition has been wade and the thanks of 
the Japanese Government conveyed to the 
0. &0. Company, to which the Gaelic belongs.” 
“For ways that are dark, and tricks that 
are vain, &c., &¢.” ‘The peculiarities of pro- 
fessional mendicancy at this port form no ex- 
ception to the general rale in thi 
land. Beggardom is, unfortunately, 
spread institution ; but in China it 
admittedly a universal nuisance, not unmixed 
with a certain amount of comicality deserving 
of notice. Why, for example, should a 
naked object be permitted to smear 
with mud, alternated by streaks of blood, 
in this extraordinary war paint appeal to the 
charitable feeling of the inhabitants? The ad- 
dition of more or less river mud to a coun- 
tenance already sanctified by the accumulated 
dirt of a life-time, is perhaps a small matter ; 
but it is nevertheless strong testimony to 
the prevailing popular sentiment,—Foockow 
Herald. 











The 74th Highland Regiment landed in 
Hongkong on the 29th January. ‘The main 
body left the Naval Yard about $ past 10, 
headed by the Band. Passing No. 4 Police 
Station—we quote from the China Mail— 
the Band ceased playing, and the Pipers 
(seven in number) struck up, to the no 
small astonishment of the natives who 
gazed open-mouthed at the kilted warriors 
playing on instruments which sent forth 
strains of melody not unlike their own 
crude clarionets. The troops filed off to 
‘Victoria and Wellington Barracks, and 
then a sceno of bustle, only witnessed on 
such occasions, occupied the rest of the day. 
‘The 74th Highlanders are a fine lot of men, 
but their ranks appear to be filled with 
much older men than the 28th. As the 






Mail remarks, the Scots need not bo 
without a piper on next St. Andrew's Day, 
if all goes wel 


A small steamer was launched this after- 
noon by the Hongkong and Whampoa Dock 
from their yard at Kowloong. 
ions aro—length over all 72 feet, 
readth 12 feet, and depth of hold 
Gfeot 6 inches. Sho has beon built by the 
Deke Company to the order of Capt. Bloom- 
field Do ritish Resident at Salangore, 
and sho will be used by that gentleman in 
hin official capacity a8 British resi 
Jaunch was effected in admirable sty 
the moment the dogs were removed she 
glided smooth: the water, with the 
Salangore and Straits’ flage 
stern. She was named aft 
Abdul Samat, the christening 
i lly ‘performed by Mrs, 


i * wood deal for the 
ship-building capabilities of Hongkong that 
people in the Straits 


muld come here for 

such work and incur 
the journey, with Sin, 
to them. “The Abdul 
ready for 
fitted with a pair of direct acting engines of 
15 H.P. nominal, having a feed wat 
Judging from the fi 
is built it is expected she will at- 
ed of 9 knots. She will proceed to 
the Straits under steam and canvas; and 
Geptain Douglas, who is at present inthe 
Colony, will most probably go with her.— 

China Atait. 
































pore 
jamat it 















Just 210 years ago Robert Hooke, Fellow 
of the Royal Society, published a work en- 
titled “ Mi hia ; or, some Physiological 
Deser inute Bodies made by Bf 
ai 


the ‘first English 
8 of the microscope, is still 

In the preface (signature 
b 4) occurs the following remarkable para- 
graph:—“And as glasses have highly pro- 
moted our seeing, 50 "tis not improbable but 
that there may be found many mechavical in- 
ventions to improve our other senses—of 
hearing, smelling, tasting, touching. "Tis not 
impossible to hear a whisper at @ furlong’s 




















distance, it having been already done; and, 
perhaps, the nature of the thing would not 
make it more impossible though that furlon 
should be ten times multiply’d. And thong! 
‘some famous authors have affirm’d it impossi- 
ble to hear through the thinnest plate of 
‘Muscovy glass ; yet I know a way, by which 
‘tis easie enough to hear one speak through = 
wall a yard thick. It has not been yet 
Thoroughly examia’d, how far otocousticone 
may be improved, nor what other wayes 
there may be of quickning our hearing, oF 
conveying sound through other bodies then 
[than] the Air: for that that is not the only 
medium. I can assure the reader, that J have, 
by the help of a distended wire, propagated the 
sound to a very considerable distance in an in- 
Rant, or with as seemingly quick a motion aa 
that of light, at least, incomparably switter 
then [than] that, which at the same time waa 
propagated through the air; and this not 
only ina straight line, or direct, but in one 
bended in many angles.” ‘The italics in the 
above paragraph are mine,—Edward Viles, 
in the Athenaeum, 
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STANDARD LIFE 
ASSURANCE COMPANY, 


Established 1825. 
Y he undersigned bogs to notify thatthe 
Board of Directors at this pinc 
power to pass proposals for Assirance, on 
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of China or Japan, 
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Locai Board, 
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COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


SHANGHAI, 20rs FEBRUARY, 1878. . 


Annivats—The P, & O. steamer Lombardy, with the London mails of 4th January. ‘The steamers Caldera, from 
London, Ajax, from Liverpool, and the sailing vessel Hecla, from Antwerp. 
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PIECE GOODS.—The total valuo of the business done here in Grey Goods during the week closing last night is considerably larger 
‘thon it has been in any similar period for sometime back, but salee have been wade with a willingness [tbat doce not fit in. very ‘ell 
with the professions of ‘limits from home,” which one encounters flying about loose over the settlement, although they are intelligible 
enough when viewed in connection with the prevailing fearsas to the immeiiate future, and, more recently, with the decline in Manchester. 
‘Tho buying impetus, however, is more difficult of explanation. ‘The latest telegraphic news of the Japan markets is far from cheerful ; 
none of the Havkow dealers have arrived as yet ; the Tientein men are said to be doing very little, and there has not been much goin, 
to Chinkiang, but business, nevertheless, las been pretty general in its scope, and although few of the transactions reported can be etyled 
“big,” or are such ag the heavy speculator would be tempted Ly, it is not unteasonable to suppose that the settlements are intended for 
immediate consumption somewh 

Some of the us have been exercising their minds a little over the likelihood of host ies between Great Britain and Russia, 
and the probable effect of war upon the future supply of goods. Handsome profits were made by investing at the outbreak of tho 
civil war in America, and the idea is entertained that similar results might follow on similar action if the armies of England are employed 
in the adjustmeut of the Turkish question, 

‘An inch oF go of snow has fallen in Cutts, but the accounts from Suaw-st, &e. grow worse, 

Shirtings.—7-lbs. of the lower makes—aud there is scarcely a market for any otliers—continue quoted at Tis, 1.17 @ 1.20 per 
f-1bs.—The settlements aunounced comprise Green Turkey at Tis. 1.30; Blue Pagoda (Siltzer's) at Tle. 1.45; Horse and Joc 
‘Tis. 1.62; Hand and Branch at Tis, 1.76 ; Dewhurst’s Red Pheasant and Green Lion at Tis, 1.50 and Tis, 1.68, and sundry other chops 
of “good mediums” up to ‘very good” standards at from Tis. 1.45 up to Tie. 1.68 por piece—Estimated total 35,000 piccea, ‘There 
are rumoured sales of G-lbs. with all faults at Tl. 1.0.0 per piece. Heavy Shirtings bave commanded a little more uotice, and rates 
for 93 a 10-Ibs. are rather stiffer. Tunsin Hagle A at Tis. 2.424 and Hand and Branch at Tie. 24 per piece. 

White Shirtings.—Demand continues weak, but quotations are no lower, ‘The sales shew ‘Tis. 2.45 per piece for 72-Reed Kinkee 5 
‘is, 1.68 for sider Syeee OLteed ; and Tie,'L.28 per piece for Gold Bagle SO-reed. A couple of thousand pieces of fine Iribice aro 
reported sold at Tis. 2.75 bie piece ; and « few hundred pieces of American bleached cottons—fine—at ‘ls. 3.00 aud Tis. 3.20 per pieces, 

‘T-Cloths.—Besides tho one heavy sulo of 19,800 pieces YX Sls, at Tis. 1.35 or Tis. 1.36 por piece, reported on the 16th lust, there is no 
‘other in the T-Cloths department wortby of notice, That, however, makes a considerable decline upon the quoted value of last niail, 
‘At tho same time little lote of other chops have found buyers at provious currencies, Common Mexican T-Iba, have been more frequently 
asked for, but the quantity changing hands has been insignificant, Buyers are inclined to Idwer the market, while eellere soem bent 
on the opposite tack. . y 

ills.—The English article if anything is less firmly held than it was, and values—of the inferior qualities more especially—show signs 
vakness. The range for the business of the past week has been from Tis. 1.76 a 1.81 per piece er 14-lbs la. 1,96 for ordinary 
2.35 por piece for very fine 15-lbs, Sales about 10,000 pieces. Nothing further iv, or in regard to American Drills hae transpired, 
and Dutch Drills are still neglected. 

Joans,—A few more Dragon chop, barely 1,000 pieces in all, have beon sold. Price Tis. 1.40 per piece, 

—The market for the American textile was opened on the 15th instant by the settlement of 2,500 pieces Indian Head and 

‘Flying Horse at an average price of Tis. 2.75 per piece. ‘The English fabric has uot received any uttoution, Upwards of 












































































1,500 pieces Continentals have been taken at Tis. 2.50 a 2.75 per piece. 
Fancy Cottons.—Thero is but little of interest to note uader this heading. A fow Velvets have changed hands at a slight improvemout 
‘on last quotations, and Handkerchiefs also have becn done at a shade better value, but at yesterday's auction Turkey Reds shewed a 





ckened demand and falling rates, Sauples of Zmitation Cashmeres have been circulating pretty frooly awougst tho uative shops, but 
have not heard that any business of importance has resulted in them. 
Woollens.—Carlets, Long £ls and Lastings.—Tho auction records of the week show a rapidly declining market, but in the caso of the two 
nated this doee not excite much surprise amongst outsiders, for none of the up-river buyers have ox yet put in an apponran 
and the teaching of experience bas been that if goods are crowded on the natives when no real trade der rious berry? 
i reault,Sineo 2ud January of this year, Scarlet Camis, C,P-H, havo gone frm Tis, 1.02) to Tie eco, and tl 

of Elephant Lastings, black, in the samo period has receded from Tie, 9.30 to Ts, 8.524 per piece. Spa ipes—A fow moro Scarlet 
HLH. leon bgoked ab I. 0.684 per yard, but things are weal nd 500 pieces of Plain Lustres—black, good—with some 

\d at Tis, 2.924 and Tle. 3,35 por piece. 




























8 of Figured Orleans are reported 20 
























































Seariet, [Dark ive Geotian, | Green. | Orange. | Ash. | White, | Porple. | ‘Binck. | Brown, 
12.4.5 12.7.0 | 125.5 | 10.2.0 | 1145 a | 10.5.0 | 10.6.0 . 
67.2% | 640 | 520] 660] Goo]. | | 64.0 | 5.8.0 |. « 
05.54 | 046 | 0.5031 054] 046 1052] ods | 049 | 0.508] O52 
Yurn-Foxa, Scarlet. |Dk. Blue,|Gentian. | Green. | Orange. |Ash.|White| Purple. | Black, |Brown|Mauve.| Lt. Gt. | Zof8! 
Auction 14th instant, —| a meet oa = 
Camlots 8.8.G. p. poo. 'f112.274/30 |11.724/75 }12.074/05 |10.30/40 |11.50/55 o.so23 |10.40/35| ...... [11.45 [11.40 600 
Sales, pes. 300 30 120 30 30 20 30 10 30 
Sp. Stripes T.T.B. p. yd. F) yell 0.523 O.514/51 | 0.54 0.48 0.52 0.50 e < 402 
Sales, pes...) 168 36 120 12 12 w | 12 








Fou Siva, 18th instant 
Camlets C.H.P. p. poe. 12.55/56 
Sales, p 30 





111.524/55 A774 | 130 
30 50 

















Wacker, 18th instant, | 
Camlets A.A.A. p. poe. )11.65/675 10.70/80 11.35 100 
Sales, pes...) 40 40 20 








Kix-Ming, 19th inst, . 
Camlote O.P:H. p. pes. 12.40/47 





‘10.80/52 nsiory | 730 
30 . 





12.574/85 0.20 {1.45/36 
60 



























































Sales, pos, 300 120 30 
Long Ells, p. pes. | 6.70/6.75 3 y 500 
Lastings, Lion p. pes. '$) 9.574/55) 60 
yy Elephant p, pes. | 8.524 /55) 80 
Sales, pes...| 3 60 
Sp. Stripes, C.P.H. p.y.¥| 0.554/55.4 ogoyo.so.s) 0.54} 0:49" | 0.505 312 
Sales, pes. ae 36 6 3 6 
‘E-wo, 20th instant. | 
Camlets H.D.H. p. pee. Fn2a%n209 11.974/95 10.15 pi.zsi.00) 490 
i, Sales, pes. 220 { 50 10 120 1 
‘Long Ells H.D.B. p.pce.'F} 6.51/6.52 | 4 ‘ 40 
: Sales, pos.. | eee | ee hi 25 
S, Stripes H.H. p. yd. ¥) 0.57/58 0.534) | 270 
Sales, pes... 72 Se 

















Avoriox Satzs oF Corrox Goops— 
‘Yuen Fong.” —14th instant— 
Datis—American P.M.C.D., 375 pieces, at Tls. 2.78 a 2.77% per pieoe. 
“ Fuh Sing.” —18th instant— 
Gary Surernos—$-lbs, Dewiurst’s Eagle, 500 pieces, at Tle. 1.90 per piece. Wutrre Surntixcs—Red Pheasant 56-r0ed, 500 pieces, 
a ae @ L304 por piece, and GL-reed lag, 500 picoes, at Tle: 1,34 a 1.34} per piecse,  HANDKERCUIS¥S—1,000 dozaus, a8 
‘per dozen, 
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* Van, Loong.” — 
T-Cuotts—Double Cash, 2,700 pieces, at Tis, 1.33 a 1.323 for $tbs,, Tis, 1.09} for 7-Ibs. Jeans—8-lbs, Peacock, 500 pieces, at 
Tis. 1.24 per piece. Drits—l4-Ibs. Dragon, 500 pieces, at Tis. 1.76} per piece. Vatverzeys—18-inch New Stag, 60 pieces, 
at Tl. 0.124 per yard. 
“« Kin Ming.” ant— 
Grey Surrrincs—S}-lhs., 2,050 pieces, at Tis. 1.373 @ 1.38 for Green Lion, Tle, 1.41$ for Blue Lion, Tis, 1.53 for Red Lion, aud 
(with all Faults), Blue Lion, 500 pieces, at Tis. 1.403 per piece. 
“ B-Wo.”—20th instant— i a 
Grey Suintixcs—8{-Ibs. “Ibex” (with all Faults), 1,350 pieces, at Tis, 1.43 a 1.45 per piece. 
‘Miscxutawzous— ; 3 
Gnex Sumrixcs—10-Ibs, T'ai-wo Stag (with all Faults), 1,000 pieces, at Tis. 2.07 a 2.21 per piece. Torey Rep Canmntcs—Fisherman, 






























































































7,020 pivces, at Tis, 1.503 for 24-lbs., Tis. 1.833 for 24-1bs., ‘ls, 1.65 for 23-1bs,, Tis, 1.723 for S-bs, ; Black Joss, 24-Ibs,, 250 pieces, 
ab Tist 1.58. por piece, and Sun and Bull [ead (Rents), 237 pisces, at Tis. 1.14} a 1.24 per piece for sundry weights, ‘Toxxey RED 
T-Croras—(With all Faults), 325 pieces, at Tle, 2.783 « 3.00 for 24 yards, Tis. 4.884 for 48 yards. 
QUOTATIONS—Dory Pam. Dory.* QUOTATIONS—Dorr Parp. Dorr. 
CI Tham. c. FF be. Tl mc. 
51) JASTINGS, 30 yde Per Chang of 
3 rare Lastines, 30 yds. nm. i 0.0.5} Yan inch 
Dewhurst’s Eagle nom. ,, 3 Snare Losrass * 20.0 5, 25.0 
84 @ 8} Ibe. atx—Do, Blac .0 5, 3.9. 
i Sah XX. Ontxans—Fig.,30 yds, 2.6.0 5, 3.3.5|¢ %%0 per pos. 
90 94. 6 Special Colors & Patterne y, 3.6.0 5, wus 
5 
7h |{ 9-0-8 Per pee. Metals and Sundries, 
QoreRstLvEn ....... nom. pF pel.63.0.0 2.0.0 perpel. 
5 Tay Puaras—id X 10...prbox, Sales 4, 40.0]) 949 
0 Small . 4.0.0 ney ” 
68 Tron Wirr—No, 11 }.. 4. 
5 12/16. 025 
0 7:23. 
0 Strarrs Tix, Fong Hin 
0 combo Choke 125, 
‘ommon chops. 
3]e OO | Sree. 7 ies 
7 5 Bamboo: ~ ” 
; [APAN CorPnit, Fin 
5]) 0.0.75 4» Slab by % 7 
5 
Bicmerinas— ” 
Amr, 40yds, 364 38in. 161b 0 





oy Wha J6lb 








{ 008 
j 
i 














































ol} 004 01.24 
5 
31) 168 
0%, 120/) O08» 025 4, 
9 
+ 5.24 |} 0.0.24 por doz. 025 
Srorrnp SmiurixasWhi 07, 1.8.0] 0.1.0 per pee. 
Dyed. ,, 20.0 ;, 23.0 
Brooaves—White,d0yds, ,, 1.7.0, 1.9.0 
Dy ty 25.0 5, 27.0 020 
Damasns, Dyed, 40 5a0... J, 36.0%, 4.5.0 5 
Gren Suintixes ..... }, 20.0), 245 a 
Onvwre—Anvorted sot. 4 L204, 140 i 
te ng}, Lz ” 
" 0.0.7 
Brown vie! 7 ” O12 ,, 
Searlet 140" 165 Brown, Swatow, Beat oao 
Prinrey Twins! 1.40 7, 22.0 Common 
3.6.0), 4.2.0|$ 0.0.7 per 30 yds. ve Canton ole, 
4.2.0), 445 
110417511 0.1.5 per poo, 936, 
Vauvnre—Black, 29 in “OLsjoOi7|) O18, tee 
Vatverians-- Black, Boldt | ors os, 
.S 94 a ie 
Buve Dexists 31, 0.0.5| 0.0.34 per 305d. < 
Perey Oi Heo |} 2068 per pee, | Ae eS te piou 0, 
Mosuins, 12 yds. 0070} 0.0.3: ,, Bove yy & inl 4.0/5 1-0 
Yarx—Corrox—Now, 28 a 32 65.0.0 \,80.0.0| 0.7.0 per pel. | SaNDativoo, South Sea 5, 
Canine, Rnglinh, : 25 Tinos « .0.0|' 0.4.0 4, 
alabar 0. 
\ 0.0.5 Maxcnovs Bank .. 01) os 
Duteh...... Tie. sy ef Fux Sroxts. [fF 008 on 
Mepis & Buoav Corus ¥ 94.0. 4 s f 
Sranian SreiPns iH 5.3|( ore Coats Cardiff tonrriveyt a 
” 5 ros : ea b 3 ‘merican . 
Lote Bus” is Xa = Sydney (Ba 
oxo Bus” z ewcastle, x. 
Bose 24yrd. 00 9) > Takase (arg 0.0.5 per ton. 
é = : Sepanicissire 
sie g Formosa. 
z 10.45 1S Kenosese—Devoe's » 
x | & Wixpow Grass— 
Large ber 280 uae) OS pe box 
J Small 245 5, 276 100 ag. feat 











‘Shanghai Currency Tis. 111.40. + Cargo quotations. 














‘There has been very little passing this week in oil, and quotations are weaker, Devoe’s for distant arrival, ls, 2.10 per 
‘case 5 to arrive shortly Tle. 2.30 per case, and in godown Tis, 2.55 2 2.50 per case. 
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PREIGHTS.—Vesta, American barque, 300 tons, Shanghai to Chefoo and Swatow, 25 lay’ days, $0.33 per picul; Rosetta McNeil, 
‘American barque, G11 tons, Shangliai to Chefoo and Swatow, private terms ; Hopewell, British barque, 578 tons, Shanghai to London, 
private terms; Humboldt, German barque, 313 tons, Shanghai to Tientsin, thence to Newchwang and South, 35 lay days, $0.60 per 

eal; Helena, American barque, 603 tons, Chefoo to Amoy, 22 lay days, $0.26 per picul, if to Swatow, $0.28 per picul ; H. A. Young, 

itis argue, 345 tons, Shanghai to Tinto, 12 lay daye, $0.36 per picals Norman Court, British ship, S34 tons, Nogami and back, 
24 lay days, $1,975, in full ; Belle Morse, American ehip, Nagasaki and back, 33 lay days, $2,600, in full; Butrat, Russian steamer, 352 
tons, Monthly Charter, Tis. 4,250, in full. : 

METALS,—Inquiry is fiat, and prices generally favor buyers. Small sales of Lead LB, at Tle, 2.07 < 2.10 per picul have taken place, 
‘iron.—Nail-Hod as not Veen dealt in, and quotations are nominal. 

EXCHANGE.—A sudden rise in Sterling was occasioned by receipt of telegraphic advices from the United States that the Bland Silver 
"Bill bad passed the Senate, but actual business has been very insignificant in extent, Rates on India are more in favor of buyers, 


Statement of Imports and Deliveries of Cotton and Woollen Piece Goods for the week ending 18th February, 1878, 
compiled from the “Customs Daily Returns,” Nos. 32 to 37, both No: 















































inclusive. 








Re-Exronts axp THEIR DESTINATION. 













Goons. 
|i 
il: 
| 2 

Grey Shirtings . 

Teclothe.. = 

White Shirtingo 

Drills, Baglieh 






Dyed Shirtioge 
Brooades & Sp. 





Crapo Pratiage ‘ 
Lusirer, Plain 
Figured 











Lead in Pige .. 
Tro il Rod 

































































































Iuzonts, or Gon 
evinsn, Date det Jat 118, 
Goons, 
Tor Year For Year 
the Wek. [Front it Saag. Week. |pamintdeny| tatdate | Again 
othe Wook, vom it Guay. | Por the Wok. |pom i Sany| Tat date | Agana 
roy dhirtings: 1,573,800 1,220,100 
T.Oloths 924,100 627,400 
Whlto Shek 2an00 | 152,100 
ills, Engl 5,7 
sDPy’ American S4c00 a 
foxns, 
Pe Aor 15,000 s000. 
\eotings, Eu; ie ee ee 420 29,0 
Do., _ Atmerioan and Conti 80 980 84.200 |{ 48,000 
Dyed Shirtings o 300 1,850 3,100 2,300 
Brooades and Spotted Shirlings, White 50 194 2900 500 
” ” Dyed. 200 1,900 11,700 2500 
Damasks, Dyod i 40 200 6,800 1,000 
Chintzen 900 3,340 60,600} 95,000 
Turkey Red Sairtiage 410 3,057 36,300 | 61,200 
ve 810 6245 6,400 5,600 
Velveteoas 20 prs 3,000 2100 
Handkerchiefs Dor. | 2,083 185,500 20,800 
Maslins 200 4,500 3,300 
Dimitios se 6.000} 12,900 
Spanish Strip. 7,000 6,200 
fedium and Broad Clothe 18,800] 14,500 
Camlets 11,300 7,100 
ng El 13,100 4,600 
Laefla 16,000 4,700 
Orape Easiinge 1,300 2 
Lastrer, Plain... 1,500 6,500 
28,900 13,700 
500 














‘* Exclusive of Import Cargoes ex Mikado, Belle Morse, Sindh, Mongolia, Galatea, Glenorchy, Indus, Nestor, Yangtsxe, Agnes Muir, 
Ava, Teucer, Lombardy, Caldera, Hecla, Ajax, several Coasters, and of sundry Re-exports. 
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COMMERCIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


‘Feorvarr 21, 1878. 





Angrvat.—(Not reported above)—February 17th, British barque Zittchen, trom Sydney. 





Darazronss.—(Not reported above)—February 18th, British steamer Corina ; 19th, British steamer Nestor, both for London ; 
20th, British ship Leander, for New York. 





Be 





e English mail steamer Jndus takes 293 bales of Siux, aud about 100 tons of Tza, 





ic Transfers, 5s, 434. a 5s, 44d. Bank Bills, 6 months’ sight, 54. 56d. a 5s. 5d. First-elase Credite 
Gi. abs. Gi. On Paris, Bank, 6.85 ; Private, 6.82. On India-—Rombay Bank, 

i 5 days? 
is, 111.20 per 





Excuaxor.—On London, Telegrap! 
to Bank, 5s, 5fd. a 5s. Gl. Private aud Documentary, 5: 
Ra, 3054 @ 3064. Calcutta Bank, Rs, 3054 a 3063." Ou Hongkong, Bank Bills, demand, 27§@ 274 per cont. disct, Pris 
sight, 28, Bullion. Gold Bare, Peking, Shanghai Tis. 181.00 per bar of 10 ‘Tis. Shanghai weight, Bar Sil 
‘Die, Uanton weight. Mexican dollars, Shanghai Tis. 73 per 100. Copper Cash, 1,395 per tael. 











SHARES. 
Suancuat, 2let February, 1878. 


» aay $% BankeDuring the early part of the week the market was quiet, but ademand afterwards sot in, and shares were placed at 60 % 
and 61% cum dividend, for 31st March, and 59% premium, and exchange 72}, for cash. More pacific uews from Europe caused moro 
enquiry for shares, and’ there are sales reported at 57 %, exchange 724, for casks, and at 59%, for 3lst March, ex dividend in both cases, 
‘The accounts to 31st December last, shew a profit of $539,058.99, for the half-year. Of this, $350,000 have been carried to reserve, which 
now stands at $1,000,090 ; and a dividend of £1 per share paid ; leaving a balance of $11,234.72 to be carried forward to the current hal 
‘Tho market is firm, with buyers at 57 and 72). 

5, S. N. Co.—Sales at $25 have been made. Shares are wauted at this rate, 

Shanghai Gas Co,—A small lot hay been sold at ‘£143. 

Yangtsce Insurance Associution.—Shares have changed bands at £620. 

Hongkong Fire Insurance Co. balance sheet to 3lst December last has been issued, and shows a net profit of $227,000 for 1876, 
which has been divided as follows :—To reserve fund $63,100; to contributing shareholders, being a return of $25,675.46 per cont. on 
contributions, $45,400; and to shareholders a dividend of $56.75 per share, $113,500. ‘The reserve fund now stands at $692,302 ; and a 
balance of $260,157.58 from 1877 working account, is carried forward. 

China Fire Insurance Co.—The report to 31st December last has been ismued. ‘The net profit for 1676, ater paying » dividend of 12 % to 
sharcholders, and 20 % to contributors, amouuts to $7,108.70, which has been added to the reserve fund. ‘The reserve now amounts to 
$346,896.00,’ A balance of $145,719.74 is carried forward from the working account for 1877, out of which a dividend of 12 % to shareholders 
will be paid. 

S. 4H. Wharf Co—Shares have changed hands at F118, 7119 and $120, The market is frm, 

Chinese Imperial Government Loan, 1877.—A few bonds have beeu bought at £1024, to replace somo drawn for payment on tho 26th 




















































current, 
Posirtos ren Last Reront, | Last Divtpamp, &. | Casm Quoratioxs, 
SHARES, No. | Value. {Paid up. aE Wak To Share. (When od : 
Reserve. /*Accouuts | Pate | “Holders, |vordue, | loring. 
Hongkong & Shavglai Baoki | 
ongkong & Shanghai Banking 
orporation = "| 40,000} $125! $125 | $1,000,000] $11,235.72\a1Dec: 77] © 42 |L9Feb, 78) 57% prom. 






'30 Dec. 76) 
100 | 100 | 262,522.10; H41,153.60)30 Dec. 76) 


aa [19Ock. 77] 264 
7Jan.76| 84 










(31Dec.77} 82% [18Jan. 78) 215 


Dod 
Shanghai Dock #500 | £500 | 9,100.00) 
} 





440 
Pootung Dock Co, 950 | 100} 100 5% [2iJen.78| 85 
Ga: 
Shanghai Gas Co. 1,500} 2100! 100 | 6,523.81! 78,917.74/31 Dec. 76, $5 YZ |23Jan. 78) 143 
Compagnie du Gaz ‘500 | A100 | B1v0 | 4,515.76] W1,038.37/31 Dec. 77) * 6H [1 Feb. 78] 142 


Insurance ( Marin 













hina Traders’ Insurance Co., s 
Limited .. 200 | $85,073.06'30Apl. 77} 12% 181 July 77} 3,300 
North-China Tu 5 649, 980.4410 June77} paid) 2 Jan. 78) 350 
Do. 1878 | 1,000 i 950 
Union In, Society of Canton ‘500 $119,008.38:31 Dec. 76) 1,200 
Yangtsze Insurance Association} 1,200 %350 240,000.00) __.. |30 Sep. 76) 15 Jan. 78) 620 
Chinese Insurauce Co., Limited) 1,500 ‘$200 | $62,507.60; 30 Dee. 76) 6X | 1Jan. 78) 260 nominal. 








Insurance ( Fire.) 








2.00! $260, 157.58/30 Dee. 77)+$56.75 p.ah.|20 Feb. 78) 645 nominal. 

































































Hongkong Fire {n. Co., Limited] 2,000 $200 | $632, $260, . 
Ghia Fite In, Co., Limited ...| 4,000 $100 | §346,896.00) $145,719.72'90 Dec. 77] +12% 31 Dec. 77| 178 nominal, 
Miscellaneous. H 
Shanghai & H’kew Wharf Co...] 2150 | Bi00 | 1,878.61/30 Dec. 76) *4% [15 Aug.77| 120 
Shanghai Tug Boat Association} 900 ! B00 | i" 0 
LOANS. Amount of Loan. | Nominal Value of !rato of Tatereat.| When Payable Closi 
. * = 2 * [Bonds or Debentrs.| ee losing. 
Shanghai Mun, Debentures—Tssue 1872 zio0.0 | 8% 30th April & Slat Oct. | 104 Nominal. 
‘Do, 187 100-00 * 30th June & Slat Dee. | 100, 
De 1; E 100. ” ‘30th June & 3lst Dec. | 105 » 
Lyceum ‘Theatre Ordinary Debentures. © 95. y ‘30th Jane. 15s 
rt Do. __ Preferen di 37: BY Blet Dee, 25 
Chidese Imperial Gover 2 100 8% 30th Jane & ist Dee. | £1014 77 
‘Do. ft £100 3% 28th Feb, & Slat Aug. | £102 
For halt-year, + For year. J.P. BISSET & Co. 











Waarman.—The weather has been gettiog milder, and we may probably look for early indications of spring. Heavy rain fell on 
Saturday and Sanday, and again last night; the weather has otherwise been fair, though cloudy. ‘The thermometer has ranged from27 to 43. 
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